PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 18/ 14/00
6 Decenber 2000

Further information on UA 362/00 (AMR 18/13/00, 27 Novenber 2000) - Fear
for Safety / Ill-treatnent / Medical Concern

Margarita Teran, women’s union activist

New nanes: Leonardo Ronero, health adviser
Ant oni o Gangas ]
Victor Zapata ]
Luci ano Cruz ] coca | eaf growers
Boni faci o Condori ]
Javi er Lorocachi ]

Margarita Teran Gonzal es was rel eased on 1 Decenber on the orders of a
judge. Leonardo Ronero and five others are still detained at El Abra
Prison, and they are believed to be in danger of torture.

Margarita Teran, |eader of a wonen's coca-leaf growers union, has been
accused of masterm nding a peasant farners’ bl ockade, during which a police
officer and his wife were allegedly nmurdered. The judge, Roger Trivefio,
accepted that she had been at a neeting at Shinahota city at the tine.

Margarita Teran has to report to the court in Vinchuta twice a week, and
she is not allowed to | eave her town without the perm ssion of the judge
until the case is formally closed.

Heal th advi ser Leonardo Romero, who works in Vinchuta, and the five coca-
| eaf growers naned above, are still in custody, accused of crimna
conspiracy, terrorismand nurder. Police transporting themby helicopter
reportedly stuck guns in their nouths and threatened to throw t hem out of
the aircraft if they did not confess.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The security forces in the El Chapare region are enforcing a government
programto eradicate coca-leaf crops. In the process they have committed
serious human rights abuses agai nst coca-|eaf growers and peasant farners.

I n Septenber 2000 peasant farners and other activists bl ockaded the nmain
roads in the region, calling on the government to cone up with alternative
devel opnent policies, inplenent agreenments nade with peasant organizations,
dem litarise the area and respect the human rights of coca-Ileaf farmers.
The security forces put down the protest violently, killing nine peasants.
Two security force officers were also killed, and the bodies of four
soldiers and the wife of one of them who went missing at the tinme, were
found | ater.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/
airmail letters in or in your own |anguage:

- wel com ng the rel ease of Margarita Teran Conzal es;

- urging the authorities to guarantee the safety of Leonardo Ronero,
Antoni o Gangas, Victor Zapata, Luciano Cruz, Bonifacio Condori and Javier
Lorocachi ;
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- asking the authorities what charges have been brought agai nst them

- urging that they be released if they are not charged with a recogni zably
crimnal of fense;

- calling for an imedi ate, thorough and inpartial investigation into both
civilian and mlitary killings during the recent protests, and for the
results to be made public and those responsible to be brought to justice.

APPEALS TO

M ni stry of CGovernnent

Sr. Mnistro de Gobi erno

Quillernmo Fortun

M ni steri o de Gobi erno

Av. Arce esq. Belisario Salinas

La Paz, Bolivia

Fax: + 59 12 442 589

Salutation: Dear Mnister / Sr.Mnistro

Mnistry of Justice

Sr. Mnistro de Justicia

Lui s Vasquez

M nisterio de Justicia

Pal aci o de Conuni caci ones Pi so 6,

Aveni da Mariscal Santa Cruz

La Paz, Bolivia

Fax: + 59 12 392 982 (If the call is answered, say "Fax, por favor"
and wait for the signal)

Salutation: Dear Mnister / Sr. Mnistro

COPI ES TO

Non- gover nnent al _organi zati on

Red Andi na de | nfornaci 6n

25 de Mayo, entre Jordan y Col ama

Edif. G ne Avaroa 3er piso. Casilla 4817
Cochabanba, Bolivia

Fax: + 59 14 252 835

Orbudsper son
Def ensora del Puebl o

Ana Maria Ronero de Canpero
Calle Heriberto Gutierrez 2374
Casilla 792

La Paz, Bolivia

and to diplomatic representatives of Bolivia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 16 January 2001



