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Further information on UA 216/02 (AMR 19/012/2002, 17 July 2002) - Fear for
Safety

BRAZI L Hi paridi Top'tiro(m, I|ndigenous |eader and President of
the Xavante Wara Associ ation and nenbers of his famly
Dr Mariana Ferreira (f), Anthropol ogi st
Ant hr opol ogi cal and et hnol ogi cal researchers working in
Sangr adour o i ndi genous territory

On 9 August, Hipéaridi Top'tiro and nmenmbers of the Xavante Ward Associ ation
were reportedly threatened again by the regi onal adm nistrator of the
Nat i onal | ndi genous Foundati on (Fundac&do Naci onal do Indio, FUNAI) in

Pri mavera do Leste. Ammesty International is concerned for their safety.

The regi onal adm nistrator of FUNAI allegedly has strong links to
| andowners in the region, and has been intimdating and threatening
Hi paridi Top'tiro and his famly for a long tine.

According to reports, FUNAI's regional administrator stated to an

i ndi genous | eader at FUNAI's office in Primavera do Leste that “ninguém ne
tira daqui, porque tenho am gos poderosos: o governador de Mato G 0sso,
oito deputados e o proprio presidente da Funai. Hipéridi Top'tiro iria
pagar caro por té-lo denunciado a Anistia Internacional e que os dias do
presi dendente da Associ acdo Xavante War& estavam contados”; (“Nobody will
throw nme out because | have powerful friends; the Mato Grosso Governor

ei ght menbers of Parliament and the President of FUNAI. Hiparidi Top'tiro
wi || pay dearly because he reported me to Amesty International, and the
days of the president of the Xavante WAara Associ ation are nunbered”).
FUNAI’ s regional adnministrator also reportedly stated that he would tie up
the feet and hands of Hipéaridi Top'tiro and throw himinto a dustbin; and
that the staff of Xavante Wara Associ ati on shoul d be careful because nobody
treats himthat way. Though Dr Mariana Ferreira was not explicitly

t hreat ened, she renmins in danger through her association with Hiparid
Top' tiro.

The threats against Hipéaridi Top'tiro and his famly allegedly relate both
to his work on Salve o Cerrado (Save the Sierra), an environnental project,
and a legal action that he brought against |ocal |andowners for allegedly
deforesting part of an indigenous area. Dr Ferreira, who works with

Hi paridi Top'tiro on Salve o Cerrado, has reportedly received veiled death
threats, and even what appear to be attenpts on her life.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as
possi bl e, in English, Portuguese or your own |anguage:

- in the light of the new threats, expressing serious concern for the
safety of Hiparidi Top'tiro, his famly, Dr Mariana Ferreira and other

ant hr opol ogi cal and et hnol ogi cal researchers working in Sangradouro

i ndi genous reserve;

- asking the authorities to investigate the new threats they have received
and to bring those responsible to justice;

- calling on the authorities to provide federal protection, as deened
appropriate by those under threat, to guarantee their safety;
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- expressing your concern that consistent reports of threatening behaviour
by the regional admnistrator of FUNAI in Primavera do Leste have not been
i nvesti gat ed;

- should these reports be verified, calling on the authorities to inplenment
all appropriate disciplinary and | egal sanctions to address threatening
behavi our by the regional adm nistrator of the FUNAI in Prinmavera do Leste.

APPEALS TO

Federal Secretary for Human Ri ghts

Sr. Paul o Sergio Pinheiro

Secretaria de Estado dos Direitos Humanos

M ni stério da Justica

Espl anada dos M ni st éri os,

Bl oco T, 4° andar , Sala 420

70064-900 Brasilia - DF, Brazi

Tel egranms: Secretario de Estado dos Direitos Hunmanos, Brasilia - DF, Brazi
Fax: + 55 61 226 7980

Sal utation: Exmo. Sr, Secretario/ Dear Federal Secretary

President: National |ndian Foundation

Exnmp. Sr. Presidente da

Fundacdo Nacional do indio - FUNA

O acilio Antunes dos Reis Filho

SEPS Quadra 702/902 Projecdo A Ed. Lex

70390- 025 Brasilia - DF, Brazi

Tel egrams: Presidente da Fundac&o Nacional do indio, DF, Brazi

Fax: + 55 61 226 8782 (When soneone answers say ‘Me da tom de fax por
favor"')

Sal utation: Exmo. Sr, Presidente/Dear President

Federal Attorney General: Mato Grosso State

Dra Fabi ol a Dorr Kal oy

Procuradora da Republica - Mato G osso

Rua Oso6ri o Duque Estrada 107, Ed. Capital - Bairro Araés
78005- 720 Cui aba - MrI, Brazi

Tel egranms: Procuradora da Republica - Mato Grosso, DF, Brazi
Fax: + 55 65 612 5085

Sal utation: Exma. Sra, Procuradoral/Dear Federal Prosecutor

COPI ES TCO

Mato Grosso State Governor

Exmp. Sr. Governador do Mato Grosso

Sr. José Rogerio Salles

Pal aci o Pai aguas, Centro Politico Adm nistrativo
78050-970 Cui aba - MI, Brazi

Tel egranms: Governador do Mato Grosso, DF, Brazi
Fax: + 55 65 613 4120

Sal utation: Exnmo. Sr, Governador/ Dear Governor

| ndi genous Rights Organi zation
CIM Regional Mato Grosso

Rua dos Nanbi kuara, 32

Santa Hel ena - Cai xa Postal 147
78005-970 Cui aba - MI, Brazi




and to diplomatic representatives of Brazil accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 27 Septenber 2002.



