PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 23/27/99

EXTRA 39/ 99 Fear of summary execution 12 March 1999

coLOMvBI A Commander "G | dardo" (alias) of the Fuerzas Arnmdas
Revol uci onari as de Col onbi a (FARC), Revol utionary Arned
Forces of Col onbi a

Ammesty International is seriously concerned that the Fuerzas Arnmdas
Revol uci onari as de Col onbia (FARC), Revolutionary Arnmed Forces of Col onbia,
the | argest arnmed opposition group in the country, are intending to
summarily try and possibly execute a | ocal FARC commander reportedly
responsi bl e for the kidnapping and killing of three US indigenous rights
activists.

Al t hough the FARC initially denied involvenent in the crinme, an interna

i nvestigation by the guerrilla organization led to a public announcenent
that a group of FARC fighters, under the conmand of "G | dardo", allegedly
acting independently of the organization's | eadership, was responsible for
the deliberate and arbitrary killing on 5 March 1999 of the three US
citizens.

Ammesty International welcones the unprecedented step by the | eadership of
the FARC in acknow edgi ng responsibility for a crine which constitutes a
serious violation of international humanitarian |law but is concerned by a
statement given to the nmedia of their intention to try "G | dardo" according
to the internal disciplinary code of the guerrilla group - whose maxi mum
puni shment is execution by firing squad. The FARC spokesperson acknow edged
that "es possible, dado | a gravedad", “it’'s possible, given the gravity” of
the situation that "G |dardo" could be executed.

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases as a violation
of the right to life and of the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman
and degradi ng treatnent or punishnment, as recognized in the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts.

Furthernore, the guilt or innocence of the accused can only be established
by judicial proceedings that conformto recognized international standards
of a fair trial as set out in Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions. The
FARC s internal disciplinary code and the judicial procedures under which
"G ldardo" is to be tried do not neet these standards. There is also
particul ar concern that the FARC nmay attenpt to conplete the tria
proceedi ngs and carry out a sumrmary execution very soon

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Terence Freitas, Laheenae Gay and I ngrid Washi nawat ok had gone to Col onbi a
in February 1999 as part of an international canpaign by environmental
groups to support the U wa indigenous community in the north-east of the
country. On 25 February their car was intercepted by two armed nmen in
civilian clothes as they travelled to the airport in Saravena, Arauca
Department. Their bound and blindfol ded bodi es were found on 4 March dunped
over the border in Venezuela. They had been shot dead. On 10 March, after a
week of speculation, the FARC admitted responsibility for the killings.

Lahe’ ena Gay was the director of the Hawaii-based Pacific Cultura
Conservancy International, Ingrid Washi nawatok a native Anerican and
Terence Freitas an environnmental scientist who had been coordinating the
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i nternational canpaign in favour of the U wa indi genous group since 1997
and had visited Col onbia on several previous occasions.

For several years the Uwa, with the help of environmentalists in the USA
have been fighting plans by an oil conpany affiliated to the US Ccci denta
Pet rol eum Corporation (OPC) to exploit oil deposits on their ancestra

| ands.

Ki dnappi ng and hostage taking by armed opposition groups is w despread in
Col ombia. In 1998 at | east 600 people, including several foreigners, were
ki dnapped by such groups and al though npost have been rel eased after a few
weeks or nmonths in captivity sone have been killed during rescue attenpts
or when ransom demands have not been net.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send E-mails in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- condemmi ng the ki dnappi ng and subsequent deliberate and arbitrary killing
of Terence Freitas, Laheenae Gay and Ingrid Washi nawat ok by nmenmbers of the
FARC;

- recognising as an inportant first step the FARC s acknow edgenent of
responsibility for the crine;

- urging that the those reportedly responsible for the crime be submtted
to a judicial process that is independent and inpartial in order to
establish their guilt or innocence;

- expressing concern that the judicial procedures under which "Gl dardo" is
to be tried by the FARC do not neet international standards and can
therefore not guarantee a fair trial

- calling on the Secretariat of the FARC not to execute summarily the FARC
commander "G | dardo" who is alleged to be responsible for kidnapping and
killing of the three US citizens;

- expressing unconditional opposition to the death penalty in all cases as
a violation of the right to |life and of the right not to be subjected to
cruel, inhuman and degradi ng treatnent or punishnment, as proclainmed in the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

APPEALS TO

International Secretariat of the Revolutionary Arned Forces of Col ombia
Secretariado I nternacional de |las Fuerzas Arnmadas Revol ucionari as de
Col ombi a ( FARC)

E-mails: el barci no@ anet a. apc. org

Sal utation: Estimado Srs. / Dear Sirs

COPI ES TO

Peopl e' s Def ender

Dr. José Fernando Castro Cai cedo
Def ensor del Pueblo

E-mails: Dpuebl o@ol nodo. apc. org
Sal utation: Estimado Sr. / Dear Sir

and to diplomatic representatives of COLOWBI A accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



