PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 23/028/2001

Further information on UA 22/01 (AMR 23/008/2001, 29 January 2001) - Fear

for Safety 8 March 2001
coLOMvBI A Wonen human rights activists of the Organizaci 6n Fenmeni na

Popul ar (OFP), Wonen's Popul ar Organi zati on

Activists fromthe Organi zaci 6n Feneni na Popul ar (OFP), Wnen’s Popul ar
Organi zati on, have been attacked and threatened by paranilitaries as they
organi zed a cel ebration of International Wnen's Day, which is on 8 March

On 7 March two OFP nmenbers were handing out |eaflets to pronote the
activities they were organising. At about 10.15am a group of nen approached
them who said they were nenbers of the paramilitary group Autodefensas

Uni das de Col onmbia (AUC), United Sel f-defence Forces of Col onbia. The nen
snatched the leaflets and burned them They also threatened the wonen, and
told themto | eave the area.

Later that day, at about 5pm OFP president Yol anda Becerra received a cal
on her nobile phone in which a threatening voice told her she woul d have to
“take the consequences” (“aténgase a |as consecuencias”).

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Arny-backed paramlitaries are nowin the final stages of a campaign for
control of the Magdal ena Medio region. In the |ast four years they have

al ready taken over alnost all the region, massacring civilians and killing
conmunity activists. As the principal city and river port of the region,
Barrancaberneja is their |ast key target. The OFP, and the few other human
rights defenders still working in the town, are now the only force standing
up to enormous pressure fromparamlitary groups to collaborate with them
The paramilitaries are therefore intent on driving all human rights
activists out of the town. Those who do not | eave or agree to collaborate
are at very grave risk. Human rights groups have consistently said that
only international support will enable themto continue their work.

The OFP has been working to pronpte wonen’s human rights in Barrancaberneja
and the surroundi ng Magdal ena Medi o region for 29 years. They refuse to
cooperate with param litary groups, and so face continual threats and
harassment. The authorities have done little to protect them One

param litary gunman was arrested for threatening workers at the OFP centre
on 27 January, but he was released only two days |ater

Ammesty International is concerned that despite a heavy security force
presence in Barrancabernmeja, where a special forces unit was deployed in
January, paramlitary forces have apparently been able to operate

unhi ndered. The paramilitaries are reported to have set up checkpoints and
to have killed several people in recent weeks. Although the precise

| ocati on of these checkpoints have been reported to the security forces,

t hey have taken no action to confront the paramlitaries.

Menmbers of the Col onbian army and security forces and their paramlitary
allies continue to commit serious human rights violations with virtua

i mpunity. Paramlitary groups have killed several thousand civilians over
the past five years. The Col onbi an gover nnent suspended the constitutiona
| egal base for the formation of param litary organizations and issued
directives to the arned forces to conmbat and di sband such groups in 1989,
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yet they continue to work with the support of the security forces in nany
areas of the country.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in Spanish, English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that arny-backed paranmilitaries have again intim dated
and threatened workers of the Organi zaci 6n Feneni na Popul ar ( OFP);

- urging the Col onbian authorities to take action to protect all OFP human
rights activists, inline with formal requests by the Inter-Anerican

Conmmi ssi on of Human Ri ghts;

- asking themto order an i mediate, inpartial and full investigation into
the threats, and bring those responsible to justice;

- expressing concern that even though a nmuch publicized special forces unit
was recently sent into Barrancaberneja, ostensibly to conbat paramlitary
forces, they have taken no decisive action against paramlitary forces in
the city, whose whereabouts have been reported to the authorities;

- rem ndi ng the Col onbi an governnent to adhere to its obligations regarding
human rights defenders, as laid out in United Nations (UN) and Organi zation
of Anerican States (OAS) declarations, and urging it to followthe UN s
repeat ed recommendations that it should take neasures to guarantee the
safety of human rights defenders.

APPEALS TO

President of the Republic

Sefior Presidente Andrés Pastrana Arango

Presi dente de | a Republica

Pal aci o de Nari fio

Carrera 8 No. 7-26

Sant af € de Bogotéa, COLOMVBIA

Fax: + 57 1 336 2109 / 337 1351

Sal ut ati on: Dear President / Excno. Sr. Presidente

Vice-President of the Republic

Sefior Vi cepresidente Gustavo Bell Lenus

Alto Consejero Presidencial para asuntos de Derechos Humanos y |ucha Contra
I a Corrupcién

Cra. 8 #7-26, Palacio de Nari fio,

Sant af € de Bogota, Col onbia

Faxes: + 57 1 337 1350 / 337 1351

Sal utation: Excno. Sr. Vicepresidente / Dear Vice-President

M ni ster of Defence

Dr. Luis Fernando Ramirez Acufia

M ni stro de Defensa Naci ona

M ni steri o de Defensa Naci ona

Aveni da El dorado CAN - Carrera 52

Sant af € de Bogota, Col onbia

Tel egram M nistro de Defensa, Bogotéa, Col onmbia
Tel ex: 42411 | NPRE CO, 44561 CFAC CO

Fax: + 57 1 222 1874

Sal utation: Dear Mnister / Sr. Mnistro

Governor of Santander Depart nent
Gober nador del Departanento de Santander
Sr. Jorge Eliecer Gonez Villam zar




Gober naci 6n de Sant ander

Calle 37, No. 10-30

Bucar amanga, Sant ander, Col onbia

Faxes: + 57 76 339889

Sal ut ati on: Dear Governor / Sr. Gobernador

COPI ES TO

Wonmen’' s grass-roots organi zation

Or gani zaci 6n Feneni na Popul ar

Cra 22 No 52B - 36

Barrancabernej a, Santander, Col onbia

and to diplomatic representatives of Col onbia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 April 2001



