PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 23/031/2001

UA 64/01 Fear for Safety / death threats 16 March 2001

caLovBl A Cvilian inhabitants of the comunity of El Paraiso
departnent of Bolivar

Paranmilitaries have threatened to nmassacre the civilian population in the
community of El Paraiso in Simti nunicipality, departnent of Bolivar.
Ammesty International is concerned for its safety.

A group of paramilitaries, who apparently operate al ongside two arny
battalions with the V Brigade of the Col onbian Arny, Battall 6n Quanes and
Héroes del Majagual, have threatened the inhabitants of El Paraiso. They
reportedly said to themthat “when the arny | eaves the PARAM LI TARI ES wil |
massacre all the inhabitants of El Paraiso” (“cuando el ejército se vaya
van a venir |os “PARAM LI TARES a nasacrar a todos |os habitantes de
Par ai so”) .

The community is currently surrounded by the Col onbian Arny. In the past,
the arny has often pulled out in advance of paranmilitary attacks, despite
havi ng been warned thereof, or has failed to take acti on even when

mai nt ai ning a strong presence in an area.

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

In the first few weeks of 2001 the United Nations Human Rights O fice in
Col onbi a has received information about 26 nmassacres conmitted in 11
departnents, in which nore than 170 peopl e have been killed, nost of them
by param litary groups. Menbers of the Col onbian arny and security forces
and their paramlitary allies commit serious human rights violations with
virtual inpunity. In the last five years several thousand civilians have
been killed by paramlitary groups.

In February 2000, 200 paramilitary gunmen raided the village of El Sal ado
also in Bolivar departnent, killing 36 people, including a six-year-old
child. Many victinms were tied to a table in the village sports field and
subj ected to torture, including rape, before they were stabbed or shot
dead. A Marine Infantry unit reportedly set up a roadbl ock on the road to
the village, preventing humanitarian organi zations fromgetting through

In 1989 the Col onbi an governnent suspended the constitutional |egal base
for the formation of paramlitary organi zati ons, and issued directives to
the arnmed forces to conbat and di sband such groups. However, they continue
to work with the support of the security forces in many areas of the
country.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of the inhabitants of El Paraiso,
departnent of Bolivar, after paramlitaries have threatened to nassacre the
civilian population in the area;

- urging the authorities to do everything necessary to guarantee their
safety, renminding themthat their failure to do so will be seen as the
conplicity of the security forces and paranmilitary groups;

- calling for a full and inpartial investigation into |inks between the
security forces and paramlitary groups operating in Simti nunicipality,
departnent of Bolivar, urging that the results are made public and those



2

found responsi ble for supporting and participating in such groups are
brought to justice;

- urging the authorities to take inmediate action to dismantle paramlitary
groups, in line with stated governnment commtnents and United Nations
recomrendat i ons.

APPEALS TO

President of the Republic

Sefior Presi dente Andrés Pastrana Arango

Presidente de | a Republica

Pal aci o de Nari fio

Carrera 8 No. 7-26

Sant af ¢ de Bogot a

COLOMVBI A

Faxes: + 57 1 336 2109 / 337 1351

Sal utation: Dear President / Excno. Sr. Presidente

Attorney GCeneral

Dr. Alfonso Gonez Méndez

Fi scal General de la Nacion, Fiscalia General de |a Nacién

Di agonal 22B 5201, Apartado Aéreo 29855, Santafé de Bogot &

COLOMVBI A

Tel egrans: Fiscal General, Bogotéa, Colonbia

Faxes: + 571 570 2022 (If the call is answered, say “Fax, por favor”
and wait for the signal.)

Salutation: Estinmado Dr. / Dear Dr. Gonez Meéndez

Commander of the V Brigade

Comandante de |a V Brigada

CGeneral Martin Ol ando Carrefio Sandoval
Calle 14, Carrera 33

Bucar ananga, Sant ander,

CcaLOvBI A

Faxes: +57 76 359 189 / 334 390

Sal utation: Dear Commander / Sr. Commandante

COPI ES TO

Non- gover nnment al O gani zati on

Cor poraci 6n Col ecti vo de Abogados 'José Al vear Restrepo'
Apartado Aéreo 33035

Sant af ¢ de Bogota, Col onbi a

and to diplonmatic representatives of Col onbia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 27 April 2001



