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UA 158/ 95 " Di sappear ance" 4 July 1995

COLOMBI A Nal fi LOPEZ NARVAEZ, aged 19, street vendor

Nal fi Lépez Narvaez has not been seen since 14 May 1995 when he was
arrested by a police patrol. There is serious concern for his safety.

Information just received by Amesty International indicates that Nalf
Lépez Narvaez was arrested as he was travelling by bus between the
muni ci pality of San Pelayo and municipality of San Luis in Cdrdova
depart ment.

In a declaration before the Defensor del Puebl o, People's Defender, the
sergeant in conmand of the police patrol said that Nalfi Ldépez Narvaez was
arrested because he | ooked exactly |ike someone wanted in connection with
crimnal activities. The sergeant said that he was |l ater rel eased.

However, Nalfi LOpez's whereabouts renmmi n unknown despite enquiries nmade by
his relatives to the police and military authorities.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In recent years w despread and systematic human rights violations have
occurred in Col onbia, including extrajudicial executions, "di sappearance"

torture and arbitrary arrest. Presi dent Ernesto Sanper Pizano, who
assuned office on 7 August 1994, has publicly stated that tackling the
human rights situation will be a priority for his governnment. His proni ses

include a conmmitnent to dismantle paranmilitary forces. However, nenbers of
the Col onbi an arned and security forces, together with their paramlitary
allies, continue to commt serious abuses with virtual inmpunity. Only
exceptionally are perpetrators brought to justice; the vast majority of
menbers of the arned and security forces responsible for gross human rights
violations remain in active service

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express/airnail
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Nalfi LOpez Narvaez, who has not
been seen since he was arrested by a police patrol on 14 May 1995;

- calling for an i medi ate and thorough i nvestigation into his whereabouts,
the results of which should be nade public and those found responsible for
any abuses agai nst him be brought to justice;

- urging that, if he is in detention, that he be humanely treated, allowed
access to lawers and to his famly and that he be rel eased unl ess charged
with a recogni zed crimnal offence.

APPEALS TO

1) President of Col onbia:

Sefior Presidente Ernesto Sanper Pizano

Presi dente de | a Republica

Pal aci o de Nari fio

Sant af € de Bogota, Col onbi a

Tel egrans: President Sanper Pizano, Bogotd&, Colonbia
Tel exes: 44281 PALP CO

Faxes: + 57 1 286 7434
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Sal utation: Excelentisinob Sr. Presidente/ Dear President Sanper

2) Mnister of Defence

Dr. Fernando Botero Zea

M ni stro de Defensa Naci ona

M ni steri o de Defensa Naci ona

Aveni da El dorado CAN - Carrera 52

Sant af € de Bogota, Col onbia

Tel egrams: M nistro de Defensa Botero, Bogota, Col onbia
Tel exes: 42411 I NPRE CO, 44561 CFAC CO

Faxes: + 57 1 222 1874/ 288 4906

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear M nister

3) Mnister of the Interior

Dr. Horacio Serpa Uribe

M ni stro de Gobierno

M ni steri o de Gobierno

Carrera 8a, No.8-09, Piso 7

Sant af € de Bogota, COLOWBI A

Faxes: + 57 1 286 8025 / 286 0053 / 286 0485

Tel egranms: M nistro de Gobi erno Serpa, Bogota, Col onbia
Tel exes: 45406 M NGO CO

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear Mnister

4) Procurator Ceneral

Dr. Olando Vasquez Vel asquez

Procurador General de la Nacion

Procuraduria Genera

Edi fici o Banco Ganadero

Carrera 5, No. 15-80

Sant af € de Bogota, Col onbia

Tel egranms: Procurador General Vel asquez, Bogota, Col onbia

Faxes: + 57 1 342 9723 (may be taped office sounds, then engaged
signal, then fax tone) / 284 0472 | 281 7531

Sal utation: Sr. Procurador de |a Naci 6n/Dear Dr. Vel asquez

COPI ES TO

Human Ri ghts and Educational Organi zation
Sefior es

Cl NEP

AA 25916

Sant af € de Bogot a

Col onbi a

and to diplomatic representatives of COLOWBI A accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 August 1995.



