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UA 66/01 Fear for safety / Possible “D sappearance” 19 March 2001

COLOMBI A Mat i as ZAMBRANO
José JUSTO ZAMBRANO
Cvilian popul ation of La Pedregosa and Santa Catalina,
nmuni ci pality of Cajibio

A large contingent of paramilitaries, who are nmarching on the nunicipa
capital of Cajibio in the departnment of Cauca, have entered a |loca
comunity and abducted two people. Amesty International is concerned for
their safety, and for the safety of the civilian population in the area.

On 16 March approximately 200 param litaries, who had reportedly entered
the nunicipality of Cajibio on 13 March, cane to the conmunity of Santa
Catal i na. They abducted Matias Zanbrano and José Justo Zanbrano. The two
nmen have not been seen since. The paranilitaries are now advanci ng towards
the community of La Pedregosa, which is on the way to Caji bio.

Over the past week, Col onbi an non-governnental human rights organi zations
have repeatedly alerted the commander of a battalion with the Il Brigade
of the Col onbian arnmy, the Batall6n José Hilario, which is stationed in the
area, that gunnen were advancing towards Cajibio. However, the arny has
taken no action to prevent the paranilitaries fromadvanci ng, and they have
been abl e to march unhi ndered through the area.

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

Menbers of the Col onbian arny and security forces and their paranmilitary
allies commt serious human rights violations with virtual inmpunity. In the
last five years, several thousand civilians have been killed by
paranmilitary groups. By the 19 January 2001, the United Nations Human
Rights O fice in Col onbia had been inforned that 26 nassacres had been
conmmitted in 11 departnents, and that nore than 170 peopl e had been kill ed,
nost of them by paranmilitary groups.

In 1989 the Col onbi an governnent suspended the constitutional |egal base
for the formation of paramlitary organi zati ons, and issued directives to
the arnmed forces to conbat and di sband such groups. However, they continue
to operate with the support of the security forces in nany areas of the
country.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of José Justo Zanbrano and Matias
Zanbrano, who have not been seen since they were abducted by
paranilitaries;

- urging the authorities to take all appropriate nmeasures to secure their
safety;

- calling for a full and inpartial investigation into their abduction, with
the results made public and those responsi bl e brought to justice;

- expressing concern for the safety of civilians in the nmunicipality of
Cajibio, including the inhabitants of La Pedregosa and Santa Catalina,
following reports that paranmilitaries are advanci ng on the rnunici pa
capital, Cajibio;

- urging the authorities to take appropriate nmeasures to protect the
civilian population, while reminding themthat if they fail to do so, it
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will seemthat the paramlitaries are operating with the conplicity of the
security forces;

- calling for a full and inpartial investigation into |inks between the
security forces and paramlitary groups operating in Cauca Departnent,
urging that the results are nmade public and those found responsible for
supporting and participating in such groups are brought to justice;

- urging the authorities to take inmediate action to dismantle paramlitary
groups, in line with stated governnment commtnents and United Nations
recomrendat i ons.

APPEALS TO

President of the Republic

Sefior Presi dente Andrés Pastrana Arango

Presidente de | a Republica

Pal aci o de Nari fio

Carrera 8 No. 7-26

Sant af ¢ de Bogot a

COLOMVBI A

Faxes: + 571 336 2109 / 337 1351

Sal utation: Dear President / Excno. Sr. Presidente

Attorney GCeneral

Dr. Alfonso Gonez Méndez

Fi scal General de la Nacion, Fiscalia General de | a Nacién

Di agonal 22B 5201, Apartado Aéreo 29855, Santafé de Bogot &

COLOMVBI A

Tel egrans: Fiscal General, Bogotéa, Colonbia

Faxes: + 571 570 2022 (If the call is answered, say “Fax, por favor”
and wait for the signal.)

Salutation: Estinmado Dr. / Dear Dr. Gonez Meéndez

Commander of the Col onbi an Arned Forces

Comandante Ceneral de |as Fuerzas Mlitares

General Fernando Tapi as Stahelin

Aveni da EIl Dorado - Carrera 52

Sant af € de Bogot a,

CaLOVBI A

Fax: + 571 222 2096 / 221 3653

Salutation: Sr Comandante General / Dear Commander-i n- Chi ef

COPI ES TO

Human Ri ghts Orbudsnan
Def ensor del Puebl o
Sr. Eduardo Cifuentes
Def ensoria del Pueblo
Calle 55, No. 10-32/46
Sant af ¢ de Bogot a
CaLOVBI A

Al ternative Legal Association
M NGA

AA 40303

Sant af ¢ de Bogot a

CaLOVBI A




and to diplomatic representati ves of Col onbia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 April 2001.



