PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 27/01/99

UA 25/ 99 Death Threat/ Fear for safety/
Possi bl e extrajudicial execution 16 February 1999
DOM NI CAN REPUBLI C Dr. Josefina Juan de Pichardo and her two children

Renmberto José O chardo Juan (25) and Alicia Mria
Pi chardo Juan (19)

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of Dr. Josefina Juan de
Pi chardo and her two children, Renberto José Pichardo Juan and Alicia Maria
Pi chardo Juan, followi ng reports that she has received death threats.

On 9 February 1999 Dr. Josefina Juan de Pichardo was visited by a high-
ranki ng official of the Departanmento Nacional de Investigaciones (DNI),
Nat i onal Departnent of Investigation. They warned her that the DNl was
prepared to kill her children if she went forward with the publication of a
book she has written, in which she dencounces state corruption in the
Dom ni can Republic.

For the past three years, Dr. Josefina Juan de Pichardo, fornmer Cenera
Prosecutor of the National District of the Dom nican Republic (1992-1993),
has been investigating state corruption and involvenent in drug
trafficking. She is reportedly about to publish a book based on her
experience as a prosecutor in which she denounces corruption by high
ranki ng governnment officials, including ex-President Dr.Joaquin Bal aguer
and Cl audi o de | os Santos who worked for Bal aguer for ten years until 1996.

Ammesty International is calling on the Governnent of the Dom nican
Republic to take all necessary nmeasures to ensure the physical integrity of
Dr. Josefina Juan de Pichardo and her two chil dren.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In 1996 Dr.Josefina Juan de Pichardo filed a citizen’s conplaint from M am
(USA) agai nst a deputy and special adviser to the President, Anibal Paez,
as well as other governnment officials. She al so nade a nunber of statenents
to the nmedia charging several state officials with corruption and

i nvol venent in drug trafficking. Follow ng these denunciations, Dr.
Josefina Juan de Pichardo was tenporarily denied access to the Dom nican
Republic. The officials named in the conplaint then filed a crimnal suit
agai nst her for defamation. She was sentenced in absentia (because of ill-
health), and her arrest was ordered. In spite of appeals by her |awers,
she was arrested. However, she was rel eased approximately two hours | ater
after a massive press canpaign was | aunched in her favour

Claudio de los Santos is currently under investigation for his alleged

i nvol venent in the “di sappearance” in 1994 of journalist Narciso Gonzal ez
(see Annual Reports 1995 to 1998) following his public criticism of

Presi dent Bal aguer and the el ections.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Dr. Josefina Juan de Pichardo and
her two children Remberto José Pichardo Juan and Alicia Maria Pichardo
Juan,

- calling for all necessary neasures to be taken to guarantee the safety of
Dr. Josefina Juan de Pichardo and her children;



- calling for a thorough and independent investigation into the death
t hreats;

- calling on the governnment to take all necessary neasures to allow Dr.
Josefina Juan de Pichardo to carry out her legitinmte work.

APPEALS TO

S.E. Leonel Fernandez Reyna

Presidente de | a Republica

Pal aci o Naci onal

Sant o Dom ngo

Dom ni can Republic

Tel egrans: Presidente, Santo Dom ngo, Dom nican Republic
Tel ex: 202 0011 secpres

e-mai | : correspondenci as@r esi denci a. gov. do

Sal utation: Su excel encia / Sefior Presidente

Sr. Norge Botello( Mnister of State of the Interior)

Secretario de Estado del Interior y la Policia

Edif. de Oicinas Qubernanental es 3°

Avda Leopol do Navarro a esq. Mexico

Sant o Dom ngo

Dom ni can Republic

Tel egrans: Secretario del Interior, Santo Dom ngo, Dom ni can Republic
Tel ephone: (001 809) 689 1979

Sal utation: Sefior Secretario/ Dear Secretary of State

Sr. Eduardo Latorre (Secretary of State)

Secretario de Estado de Rel aci ones Exteri ores

Avda. | ndependenci a 752

Sant o Dom ngo

Dom ni can Republic

Tel egrans: Secretario de Rel aci ones Exteriores, Santo Domi ngo, Dom ni can
Republ i c

Tel ephone: + 1 809 532 4121

Tel ex: 326 4192 or 346 0014 secrel a

Fax: + 1 809 535 4172

Sal ut ati on: Sefior Secretario/ Dear Secretary of State

Mariano German Mgjia (Attorney Ceneral)

Procurador General de |a Republica

Centro de | os Héroes de Constanza

Sant o Dom ngo

Dom ni can Republic

Tel egrans: Procurador CGeneral, Santo Dom ngo, Dom nican Republic
t el ephone: + 1 809 533 3522

fax: + 1 809 532 2906

Sal ut ation: Sefior Procurador CGeneral / Dear Attorney Ceneral

COPIES TO

Ceneral José Ani bal Sanz Jimani an (Chief of Police)
Jefe de la Policia Nacional

Cuartel General Leopol do Navarro

Sant o Dom ngo

Dom ni can Republic



and to diplomatic representatives of Dom ni can Republic accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 March 1999.



