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Further information on EXTRA 159/99 (AMR 29/06/99, 12 Novenber 1999) - Fear
for safety / Death threats/ possible extrajudicial execution

EL SALVADOR W liam Hernandez, director of a non-governnental
organi zati on working with sexual mnorities

The aut horities have apparently refused to provide protection for WIliam
Hernandez or investigate the death threats he has received. Amesty
International is concerned for his safety.

W Iliam Hernandez is the executive director of the non-governnental

organi zation Entre Am gos (Between Friends), which works with sexua
mnorities and provi des sexual health education. The organi sati on has
spoken out about human rights violations agai nst sexual minorities and the
failure of the authorities to investigate such abuses.

On 5 Novenber 1999 an anonynous caller rang the Entre Amigos office, in the
capital, San Salvador, and threatened to conme and kill WIIiam Hernandez,
gi ving an accurate description of him

Menbers of Entre Amigos reportedly net several times with a sergeant from
the Divisién de Protecci 6n a Personalidades | nportantes, |nportant Persons
Protection Unit, of the Policia Nacional Gvil (PNC), National G vil
Police, regarding the threats. However, in January the sergeant reportedly
told themthat the Attorney General’'s Ofice (Fascilia General) had not
ordered any official investigation, and that his unit had not been ordered
to provide protection. The sergeant al so said that none of the officers in
the unit were prepared to provide protection to WIIliam Hernandez, as they
did not share his “sexual tastes” (gustos sexuales), and he shoul d
therefore hire a private security guard.

There have been further reports of attacks on nmenbers of sexual minorities.
Nest or Adonai Marenco was murdered on 12 Decenber 1999, apparently targeted
because he was a known honosexual. Ammesty International is not aware of
any progress in the investigation into the killing.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/
airmail letters in Spanish or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of WIlliamHernandez in the light of
the authorities’ apparent failure to investigate death threats nmade agai nst
himon 5 Novenber 1999 or bring those responsible to justice;

- expressing concern that the authorities have failed to provide WIIiam
Hernandez with the protection he needs;

- reminding the authorities of their legal obligation to investigate
threats made against any citizen pronptly, fully and inpartially, and to
take appropriate steps to guarantee their safety;

- expressing grave concern at continuing reports of nurders of menbers of
sexual minorities, such as that of Nestor Adonai Marenco on 11 Decenber
1999, and asking to be informed of progress in the official investigation
into the nurder.

APPEALS TO
Presi dent of the Republic
S.E. Francisco Flores
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Presidente de | a Republica

Casa Presidenci al

Avda. Los D pl onmati cos,

B° San Jacinto

San Sal vador, El Sal vador

Tel egrans: Presidente, San Sal vador, El Sal vador
Faxes: + 503 281 0018 / 243 4912

E- mai | s: pr esi dent e@asapr es. gob. sv
Salutation: Sr. Presidente / Dear President

Mnister of Public Security

Dr. Francisco Bertrand Gali ndo

M nistro de Seguridad Pablica

M ni sterio de Seguridad Publica

6a. Calle Oriente y 8a. Avenida Sur, No.42

San Sal vador, El Sal vador

Tel egrans: Mnistro Seguridad Publica, San Sal vador, El Sal vador
Fax: + 503 271 2022

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro / Dear M nister

Attorney GCeneral

Sr. Belisario Aradeo Artiga

Fi scal General

Fi scalia General de |a Republica

Centro de Gobierno, 5° Piso

San Sal vador, El Sal vador

Tel egrans: Fiscal General, San Sal vador, El Sal vador
Fax: + 503 225 6171

Sal utation: Sr Fiscal General/ Dear Attorney Ceneral

CCPI ES TO

W |iam Her nandez

Asoci aci 6n Entre Am gos, Avenida y Colonia Santa Victoria, No.50
Costado Norte Boul evard de | os Héroes, San Sal vador, El Sal vador.
E- mai | s: entream gos@al net . net

Faxes: + 503 225 4213 / 235 1640

Nat i onal Newspapers

El Dario De Hoy, 11 Calle Oiente, 271, San Sal vador, El Sal vador
Fax: + 503 271 3329

E-mail: redacci on@l sal vador. com

La Prensa afica, Final Boulevard Sta El ena, Calle Conchagua
Antiguo Cuscatlan, Dpto de |la Libertad, San Sal vador, El Sal vador
Fax: + 503 289 1802/1

E-mail : | pg@ apr ensa. com sv

and to diplomatic representatives of El Salvador accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 2 March 2000.



