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PLEASE BRING THI'S TO THE ATTENTI ON OF THE CAMPAI GN COORDI NATOR I N YOUR SECTI ON

Further information on UA 265/91 (AMR 32/01/91, 1 August) - Death Penalty

GRENADA: Cal li stus Bernard
Bernard Coard
Leon Cornwal | *
Lest er Redhead
Ewart Layne
Li am Janes*

* There is sonme confusion regarding the fifth person to be executed - initial reports
stated that this was Leon Cornwall but |ater reports indicate that Liam Janes (a forner
officer in the People' s Revolutionary Arny) was anong the five. Appeals should therefore
be made on behalf of all those naned above.

The enmergency notion filed by the 14 defendants convicted of the nmurder of Prinme M nister
Mauri ce Bi shop was dismi ssed by the Grenada Court of Appeals on 8 August. It is now
feared that executions of the defendants |isted above nay take place wi thout delay.

A decision had reportedly been taken to execute five of the 14 | ast week. However, the
executions were postponed pendi ng the above hearing in the Grenada Court of Appeals.

The nmotion before the Grenada Court of Appeals had sought, anobng other things, a stay of
execution pendi ng consideration of a conplaint submitted to the Inter-American Conmi ssion
on Human Rights (1 ACHR). The conpl aint alleges that execution of the above defendants
woul d violate the Anerican Convention on Human Rights (AHCR), including Article 4(4)
which states that "In no case shall capital punishnent be inflicted for political

of fences or related common crines". Genada ratified the ACHR in 1978 and is therefore a
State Party to the Convention. The | ACHR has agreed to hear the conplaint in Septenber
1991.

The motion also submitted other grounds relating to | egal aspects of the case. The
hearing of the notion was due to take place before the Court of Appeals on 7 August 1991.
However, it was postponed until 8 August, when the notion was heard and di snissed the
same day.

FURTHER BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

As stated in UA 265/91, the Grenadi an parlianent passed |egislation providing for
Grenada's return to the Eastern Cari bbean states court system which woul d, anpbng ot her
things, provide right of final appeal to the Judicial Conmittee of the Privy Counci
(JCPC) in London

Ammesty International has now | earned that the Governor General issued a proclanation on
19 July 1991 setting 1 August 1991 as the date for Grenada's return to this system
enacting the above legislation into law as fromthat date. On 29 July, the defendants
filed their emergency notion in the Grenada Court of Appeal, seeking stays of execution
(the notion heard on 8 August). On 30 July, the Governor General issued a further

procl amation in which he revoked his earlier proclanmation on the ground that it was "no
| onger expedient" to return to the Eastern Caribbean court systemon 1 August.

It is clear, therefore, that the Governnent has postponed re-entry into the Eastern
Cari bbean court systemuntil this case is disposed of.

Ammesty International is increasingly concerned that executions nmay be expedited in these



cases for reasons of political expediency, rather than in the interests of justice and
believes that it would be unjust to execute prisoners who are denied an inportant avenue
of appeal (to the JCPC) which will soon be available to other defendants in G enada.

Ammesty I nternational has urged the G enadi an Governnent, at the very least, to grant a
stay of execution pending deternination of the conplaint subnitted to the ACHR 1In a
letter to the Prine Mnister dated 6 August 1991, the organization said it would be
deeply discouraging were Grenada to disregard its treaty obligations, especially in a
case involving the death penalty. Ammesty International believes that the infliction of
capi tal punishnent would be contrary to the Anerican Convention on Human Rights, in
particular Article 4(4) cited above.
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There are at |east seven other prisoners on death rowin G enada, apart fromthe 14
defendants in the above case, several of whom have had their death sentences upheld on
appeal . However, no executions have taken place since 1978. Amesty International is

di sturbed that the Mercy Comittee had apparently nmet to consider the case of the 14 and
selected five of them for execution so soon after their original appeal was di sm ssed on
10 July 1991, contrary to practice in other cases. Amesty International is also
concerned that such a decision should be taken without any witten appeal s judgnment
havi ng been nmade available to the prisoners or their |legal representatives.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel exes/ faxes/tel ephone calls and airnail letters:
Appeal s are particularly wel come from nmenbers of governnents and | egal / bar associ ati ons

- continuing to appeal for clenency on humanitarian grounds citing sonme of the points
ment i oned above;

- urging that stays of execution be granted, as a mini num neasure, pending determ nation
of the conplaint subnitted to the | ACHR

APPEALS TO
Sir Paul Scoon
Gover nor Gener al [ Sal utation: Dear Governor General]

Gover nnment House
Upper Lucas Street
St George's, Grenada

Tel exes: 3423 CRENEX GA (attn: Covernor General)

Faxes: +809 440 4184 (NOTE CHANGED NUMBER)

Tel : +809 440 2401

The Honourable Dr Francis R Al exis [Salutation: Dear M nister]

Attorney Ceneral, Mnister of Legal Affairs and Local Governnent
M nistry of Legal Affairs

Bot ani ¢ Gar dens

St George's, Grenada

Tel egrans: Attorney Ceneral Alexis, St. Georges, G enada

The Honourabl e Ni cholas Brathwaite [Salutation: Dear Prime Mnister]
Prime M nister

Bot ani ¢ Gar dens

St George's, Grenada

Tel exes: 3457
Faxes: +809 440 4116 ( NOTE CHANGED NUVMBER)
Joan Purcel | [ Salutation: The Honourable Joan Purcell]

Desi gnated M ni ster Advisory
Committee on the Prerogative of Mercy



M nistry of Tourism Civil Aviation and Whnen's Affairs
St George's, Grenada

Tel exes: 3422 M NTCA GA

Tel : +809 440 0366/7/8

COPI ES TO the foll owi ng newspapers:

- The Grenadi an Voice, PO Box 310, Melville Street, St George's, Grenada
Tel : +809 440 1498/ 440 3983; Faxes: +809 440 4117

- The Grenada Newsl etter, PO Box 65, Scott Street, St George's, G enada
Tel : +809 440 2538

- Caribbean Contact Ltd, PO Box 616, Bridgetown, Barbados

- The Indies Tines, Genville Street, St CGeorge's, G enada

- The Infornmer, Young Street, St Ceorge's, G enada
Tel : +809 440 1530

- The West Indian, West Indian Publishing Co Ltd, 45 Hillsborough Street,
G enada
Tel : +809 440 2118

and to diplomatic representatives of Grenada in your own country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMVEDI ATELY.

St CGeorge's,



