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HONDURAS: AMNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL' S RESPONSE TO THE
GOVERNMENT' S COMMVENTS ON Al'' S HONDURAS
REPORT

The following is the text of a letter which Amesty International sent to
the President of the Republic of Honduras, Leonardo Rafael Callejas, on 1
July 1991. It concerns a public statenent issued by the President's press
office on 18 June 1991 in response to the publication two days earlier of
Amesty International's report Honduras: Persistence of Human R ghts
Violations (AVR 37/04/91).

Al's report, which documents cases of torture, possible extrajudicial
execution and other attacks agai nst suspected government opponents, had
been submtted to President Callejas in the formof a nenorandumin NMay
1991.

In the statement issued by the President's press office, the
governnent "regrets the contradiction in Amesty International's docunent
in that, on the one hand, it recogni zes that under the adm nistration of
Raf ael Leonardo Call ejas Romero there have been no incidences of forced
di sappearance, but on the other hand it makes subjective appreciations
about the State's conduct with regard to human rights in the country."

The statenent said that the governnental |nter-institutiona
Commi ssi on on Human Rights had wi dely di ssem nated i nformati on about the
governnent's actions on human rights and the government reiterated that it
had issued "precise instructions at all levels that all those who violate
the individual guarantees of the citizen shoul d be punished in accordance
with the law "

The statenent also said that "it should not be interpreted that so-
called political prisoners had been punished on account of their politica
i deol ogy" but that they had been "had been found guilty in accordance with
the law of commtting crimnal offences, having been arrested while
illegally trafficking of arms for subversive groups or for planting
expl osi ve devices."*

Amesty International's letter to the President al so responds to
statements nade in June by the Procurator General of the Republic
concerning investigations into cases of people who "di sappeared" foll ow ng
det enti on under previous adm nistrations.

STOP PRESS: Since witing to the Honduran government, Amesty |nternationa
has learnt that on 10 July 1991 the Legislative Assenbly approved a decree
granting a "broad and conditional amesty" to those people convicted or
bei ng prosecuted for political offences or common crinmes carried out in
connection wth these.

TG AMR 37/91. 07



Su Excel enci a

Lic. Rafael Leonardo Call ejas
Presidente de | a Republica de Honduras
Casa Presidenci al

62 Avenida, 12 Calle

Teguci gal pa

Hondur as

Londres, 1 de julio de 1991
Excel enci a:

Henos reci bi do copias de varios recortes de prensa que incluyen
el texto de un comnuni cado distribuido por la Secretaria de Prensa de |la
Presidencia de |l a Republica en respuesta a |a publicaci é6n de nuestro
informe sobre |a situaci 6n de | os derechos humanos en Honduras. Este dltino
estaba basado en el menorandum que dirigi mos a Su Excel encia el 22 de mayo
de 1991.

El conunicado de la Secretaria de Prensa afirma que Amistia
I nternaci onal no ha tenido en cuenta | as nejoras que ha introduci do su
gobi erno en el canpo de |os derechos humanos. Amnistia | nternaciona
reconoce, sienpre que |le es posible, |as nedidas gubernanental es que han
redundado en beneficio de |a situaci 6n de | os derechos humanos. En el
nenor andum que | e envi anos, al igual que en nuestro inforne, reconocianos
que durante su nmandato no se habi an produci do "desapariciones" y que |as
denunci as sobre hom cidios politicos a manos de "escuadrones de |a nuerte"
m litares habian nenguado consi derabl enente desde princi pi os de | a década
de 1980. No obstante, estos canmbi os no atenltan | a necesi dad de tomar
nedi das enérgi cas para poner fin a las graves viol aci ones de derechos
hunanos que si guen produci éndose en Honduras. En | a carta que aconpafaba a
nenor andum i nvit dbanos a Su Excel encia a que nos hiciera Il egar sus
conentari os sobre cual quiera de |os asuntos o0 casos que éste contenia, y a
gue nos comnuni cara | as medi das que hubi era tonado el gobierno para reforzar
| as sal vaguardi as de | os derechos hunmanos en el pais. Deseanos reiterar
aqui nuestro interés en recibir esa informaci 6n, y henbs tonado nota de |la
carta que nos envi6 el Mnisterio de Rel aci ones Exteriores indi candonos que
est aba recabando conmentarios de | as autoridades pertinentes sobre |os
di ver sos casos.

Tanbi én henps sabido que la Comsion Interinstitucional de
Der echos Hunmanos posee i nfornaci 6n sobre | os menbros de | as fuerzas de
seguri dad decl arados cul pabl es de vi ol aci ones de derechos hunanos,
i nfornaci 6n que nos interesaria recibir. En concreto, seria de esperar que
di cha i nformaci 6n conprendi era detal |l es precisos de |o0s casos en que se ha
sanci onado a menbros de | as fuerzas de seguridad, con inclusioén del nonbre
de las victimas, |a fecha en que ocurrieron |los incidentes, el tipo de
abuso perpetrado y las circunstancias en que se produjo, asi conb datos
relativos al proceso judicial iniciado, en su caso, contra | os responsabl es
y sus resultados. Esta informaci én ya ha sido solicitada a | as autori dades
hondur eflas, aunque, | anentabl enente, no se ha aportado ni ngin docunento que
justifique la asercion oficial de que | os responsabl es de viol aci ones de
der echos humanos estan respondi endo de ellas ante la justicia.



Nos sorprende que en el conunicado de |la Secretaria de Prensa
se insinle que | os presos recluidos por delitos de notivaci 6n politica han
si do decl arados cul pabl es de transporte ilegal de armas o de col ocaci 6n de
artefactos expl osivos, ya que, segun la informaci 6n de que di sponenos, |o0s
juicios aun no han concl uido. De hecho, tal afirnacién suscita tenores en
lo relativo al derecho de estos procesados a | a presunci 6n de inocencia y a
recibir un juicio inparcial, derechos garantizados a todos |os presos,
cual esqui era sean | os cargos que se |les inmputen. Nuestros notivos de
preocupaci 6n en estos casos, tal cono indicanos en el inforne, se basan en
gue | os acusados afirmaron haber sido torturados antes de ser transferidos
a la carcel, en que |a prolongada denora en proporcionarles representacion
| etrada que han sufrido parte de | os encausados podria haber restringido su
derecho a recibir un juicio inparcial y sin dilacio6n, asi conmo en que
al gunos de | os procesos |levan casi dos afios de tramtaci 6n y todavia se
encuentran en |la fase de instrucci6n. El conunicado de | a Secretaria de
Prensa no hace referencia a estas cuestiones, y Amistia |Internaci ona
agradeceria recibir toda la informaci 6n di sponi ble sobre |as
i nvesti gaci ones que se hayan realizado sobre estas posibles irregul ari dades
y las medi das que se hayan tonmado para renediarl as.

Tanbi én nos han causado inquietud |as recientes decl araci ones
del Procurador General de |a Republica, Lic. Leonardo Matute Mirillo, en
rel aci 6n con | os "desapareci dos". Segun tenenos entendido, el Lic. Mtute
afirmd que la informaci 6n existente en la Oicina del Procurador Cenera
sobre 124 casos de "desapariciones" «esta a la mano de todo el mundo». No
obstante, segun parece, cuando un grupo de representantes del Comté de
Fam | i ares de Deteni dos- Desapar eci dos en Honduras acudi eron a |a oficina
del Procurador General, un funcionario les informd que |as decl araci ones
del Lic. Matute habian sido malinterpretadas. Tanbi én se han tenido
noticias, no confirmadas, sobre un inforne oficial sobre Ios
"desapar eci dos", aunque no esta claro si, de existir, guarda relaci 6n con
| as i nvestigaci ones anunci adas en di ci enbre.

Le agradecerianos tuviera a bien aclarar | o antes posible si
exi ste un informe oficial sobre | os "desaparecidos" y, en caso afirmativo,
di sponer su publicaci 6n i nmedi ata. Tanbi én i nstanos respet uosanente a Su
Excel enci a a que tone nedi das para asegurar que |a infornaci 6n de que
di spone la (icina del Procurador Ceneral acerca de estos casos se haga
publica sin dilacion a fin de no prolongar el sufrimento de |os
famliares, que |levan nuchos afios buscando a sus seres queri dos.

Conti nuanmos exhortando al gobi erno de Su Excel encia a que escl arezca estos
casos, haga conparecer a | os responsables ante la justicia e indemice,
noral y naterialnente, a los famliares de las victinas.

Por dltino, henos sabido con interés su decision de recabar |a
ayuda de expertos de |as Naciones Unidas para |la tarea de nejorar e
respeto por |os derechos hunanos, y nos conpl ace su decl araci 6n de que el
gobi erno de Honduras «ha girado instrucciones precisas a todos |os niveles
para que sean sanci onadas en base a derecho todas aquel | as personas que
violen las garantias individual es de | o0s ciudadanos». |nstanps a Su
Excel enci a a que pl asne esta decl araci 6n en nedi das concretas para
garanti zar que se cunplen estas instrucciones, asegurando, en concreto, que
se dé a conocer publicanmente |a verdad sobre |as violaciones de derechos
humanos y que se haga conparecer ante |la justicia a sus responsabl es.

Quedanos a | a espera de su respuesta, en |la confianza de poder
entabl ar un di al ogo constructivo con el comin proposito de nejorar e
respeto por |os derechos humanos.



Mily at ent anent e,

Her vé Ber ger
Secretari o General Adjunto



ENGLI SH TRANSLATI ON OF LETTER TO PRES| DENT CALLEJAS
1 July 1991
Excel | ency:

VW have received copies of several press cuttings which include
the text of a statenent issued by your Press Secretariat in response to the
publication of our report on the human rights situation in Honduras. The
latter was based on the nenorandum sent to you on 23 May 1991

The statenent issued by your press office states that Amesty
International has failed to take into account inprovenments carried out by
your government in the field of human rights. Amesty Internati ona
acknowl edges wherever possibl e steps which have been taken by governnents
whi ch have resulted in inproverments in the human rights situation. In our
menmorandumto you, and in our report, we recognised that there have been no
"di sappear ances” under your admnistration and that reports of politica
killings by arny "death squads” have dropped considerably in nunber since
the early 1980s. These changes, however, do not dinminish the need to take
strong neasures to halt serious human rights violations which continue to
occur in Honduras. In the letter which acconpani ed the menorandum we
invited you to send us your comments on any of the issues or cases
contained init, as well as any measures whi ch your government was
undertaking to strengthen hurman rights safeguards in your country. W
would like to reiterate our interest in receiving such information, and
have noted the letter fromyour Foreign Ofice indicating it was col |l ecting
coments on the various cases fromthe correspondi ng authorities.

W have noted also that the Inter-Institutional Human R ghts
Commi ssion has infornation about menbers of the security forces convicted
of human rights abuses, and would be interested in receiving this. In
particul ar we woul d hope that any such information woul d give precise
details of the cases in which the menbers of the security forces were
sanctioned, including the nanes of the victins, the date the incidents
occurred, the type of abuse which occurred and the circunstances in which
they were conmtted, as well as informati on about any judicial proceedings
initiated agai nst those responsi ble and their outcone. Such information has
been requested from Honduran authorities in the past but has unfortunately
not resulted in any docunentati on to substanti ate governnent clains that
those responsi ble for human rights violations are being brought to justice.

W are surprised that your press office's statenment shoul d
suggest that the prisoners held for politically notivated of fences have

been found guilty of transporting arns illegally or placing expl osive
devi ces since according to our infornmation their trials are stil
continuing. Indeed, such an assertion would seemto raise concern in

regard to their right to be presuned i nnocent until proven guilty, and
their right to a fair trial, rights guaranteed to all prisoners whatever
the charges against them Qur concerns in these cases are, as we stated in
the report, that they alleged they were tortured before being transferred
to prison, that their right to a fair and pronpt trial may have been
restricted by the |ong del ays sone of them experienced before being given

| egal representation and also by the fact that the |egal proceedings

agai nst some of the detai nees have been going on for nearly two years and
are still in the prelimnary sumari o stage. Your press office's statenent



does not address these issues and we woul d appreciate any information you
may have about investigations into these alleged irregularities and what
steps are being taken to renedy them

W are al so concerned about recent statenents by the Procurator
Ceneral, Lic. Leonardo Matute Mirill o, concerning the "di sappeared”.
W understand that Lic. Leonardo Matute stated that infornmation which
exi sts about 124 cases of "di sappearances” in the Procurator Ceneral's
Ofice "will be avail able to everybody". However, when representatives of
the Commttee of Relatives of Detainees and the D sappeared in Honduras
went to the Procurator General's office they were reportedly inforned by an
enpl oyee there that Lic. Matute's statenents had been m sinterpreted.
There have al so been reports about an official report about the
"di sappear ed”, though these have not been confirmed, and it is not clear
if such a report exists, whether it relates to the investigati ons announced
i n Decenber.

VW woul d be grateful if you would clarify as soon as possible
whet her or not there is an official report on the "di sappeared”, and if
there is, to make it public imrediately. W also urge you respectfully to
take steps to ensure that information on these cases which is in the
Procurator General's office is nmade avail abl e as soon as possible. Failing
to do so would only prolong the pain of the relatives who for many years
have searched for their |oved ones. W continue to urge your government to
clarify these cases, bring to justice those responsible and provide noral
and naterial conpensation to the victing' famlies.

Finally, we have noted with interest your decision to request
assi stance from UN experts with regard to inproving respect for human
rights and we wel come your statenent reiterating to the Honduran peopl e and
the International Community that the Honduran Governnent has issued
"precise instructions at all levels that all those who violate individua
guarantees of citizens will be sanctioned according to the law " W urge
you to follow up this statenment with concrete nmeasures to ensure that these
instructions are fulfilled, in particular by ensuring that the truth about
hurman rights violations is nmade publicly known and that those responsible
for human rights violations are brought to justice.

VW | ook forward to hearing fromyou, in the hope that we nay
establish a constructive dial ogue with the rmutual aimof inproving respect
for human rights.

Yours sincerely,
Her vé Ber ger
Deputy Secretary Ceneral



