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UA 310/ 01 Fear for safety 3 Decenber 2001

HONDURAS Christian Callejas (nm), Human rights defender
Menmbers of his famly

Ammesty International is seriously concerned for the safety of Christian
Cal | ej as, who has been subjected to death threats and harassment, as a
result of his work as a regional coordinator for the non-governnental
organi sation, Conmté para |la Defensa de | os Derechos Hunmanos en Hondur as,
(CODEH), Conmittee for the Defence of Human Rights

As a human rights defender, Christian Callejas has submitted various
conplaints to the judiciary on behalf of the victins who have suffered
torture, abuse and illegal detention at the hands of the police. Unti

June, he worked in the CODEH regional office in San Pedro Sula. Wile
there, he and his famly were continuously harassed and on one occassion
his wife, Alejandra Patricia Borjas Bourdeth was followed by a black Toyota
pi ckup truck w th darkened wi ndows.

Christian Callejas is now working at the CODEH office in the Atlanic Coast
region. Since the beginning of Cctober, he has either received threatening
t el ephone calls or has had shots fired outside his hone. On 8 Novenber,
both forns of intimdation were used, as when he answered his nobile

t el ephone, a gun shot was fired outside his house. More recently on 20
Novenber, he received a threatening phone call froman officer of the

Di recci 6n General de Investigacion Crimnal, (DA C), Ceneral Directorate of
Crimnal Investigations who referred to hinself as “una persona denasi ado
violenta”, a very violent person. The officer stated that he would find and
shoot Christian, if he did not |eave the officer’s brother alone and cease
pursuing a case Christian had filed against him

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

Hurmman rights defenders have faced threats, attacks and crimnal charges as
aresult of their work. Certain governnent authorities have attenpted to
discredit their activities by making public statenents alleging that they
protect crimnals. Menbers of CODEH have in the past been victins of
serious human rights violations. In 1997, Ranon Custodi o Lopez and his

fam |y were put under heavy security force surveillance and were the target
of intimdation (See UA 266/97, AMR 37/02/97, 12 August 1997). |In 1998,
Ernest o Sandoval Bustillo was shot dead by unidentified men as he wal ked to
the CODEH offices in Santa Rosa Copan (See UA 50/98, AWMR 37/02/98, 13
February 1998).

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
i n Spani sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of human rights defender Christian
Callejas and his fanmily;

- asking the authorities what neasures, deened appropiate by Christian
Callejas and his fanmly, they are going to take to guarantee the safety of
the famly;

- calling for an imedi ate, thorough and inpartial investigation into the
threats against Christian Callejas and his famly, with the results nmade
public and those responsi ble brought to justice;

- expressing support for the work of CODEH on behal f of victins of human
rights violations, enphasizing the need for appropriate protection to be
given to all those invol ved,;



- reminding the authorities of the right of human rights defenders to carry
out their activities without any restrictions or fear of reprisals, as set
out in the United Nations Declaration on the Rghts and Responsibilities of
I ndi viduals, Groups and Institutions to Pronbte and Protect Universally
Recogni sed Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Liberties.

APPEALS TO

Pr esi dent

S.E. Carlos Roberto Flores Facussé
Presidente de | a Republica de Honduras

Casa Presidenci al

Boul evard Juan Pabl o Segundo

Pal aci o José Cecilio del Valle

Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Tel egrans: Presi dente, Teguci gal pa, Honduras
Fax: + 504 234 1484

Sal utation: Sr. Presidente/Dear President

Attorney GCeneral

Dr. Roy Edmundo Medi na

Fi scal General de |a Republica

Fiscalia General, Mnisterio Pablico

Edificio Castillo Poujol, 4a Avda,

Col oni a Pal mra, Boul evard Mrazan

Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Tel egrans: Fiscal General, Tegucigal pa, Honduras
Fax: + 504 221 5667

Salutation: Sr. Fiscal General/Attorney General

Ceneral Directorate of Crimnal Investigation

Dr. WIfredo Al varado

Director de la Direcci 6n General de Investigacion CGimnal (DA C
Direcci 6n de | nvestigacion Cimna

58 avenida, 11 calle

contiguo a Cel ocias Pal erno

Comayagual a, Hondur as

Tel egrans: Director de Investigacion Gimnal, Tegucigal pa, Honduras
Fax: + 504 220 0554

Salutation: Sr. Director/Dear Director

Presi dent of the Suprene Court

Lic. Gscar Armando Avil a Banegas

Presidente de la Corte Suprema de Justicia

Colonia Mraflores

Boul evard de | as Fuerzas Arnadas

Pal aci o de Justicia

Teguci gal pa, Hondur as

Tel egrans: Presidente de |a Corte Suprena, Teguci gal pa, Honduras

Fax: + 504 233 6784/7921

Sal utation: Presidente de |a Corte/Dear President of the Suprene Court

COPI ES TO

Human R ghts Organi sation

Conmité para | a Defensa de | os Derechos Humanos en Honduras ( CODEH)
Apartado Postal 3189




Teguci gal pa, Hondur as
Fax: 504 237 9238
E-mai | : codeh@ptinet. hn

and to diplomatic representati ves of HONDURAS accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 January 2002.



