EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AMR 38/03/96

EXTRA 194/ 96 Death Penal ty 16 Decenber 1996

JANAI CA Fear of inmm nent execution

According to information received by Amesty International, severa

pri soners on death row in Jamai ca have been noved to the condemmed cell and
may be executed in the immediate future. Anmesty International has been
unabl e to ascertain the nanmes of the prisoners concerned. |f carried out,

t hese executions will be the first in Jamaica since 1988

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty unconditionally as a
violation of the right to life and the right not to be subjected to cruel
i nhuman or degrading treatnent as proclainmed in Article 5 of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The last two prisoners to be executed in Janmmica were Stanford Di nnal and
Nat han Foster, on 18 February 1988. The net hod of execution is death by
hangi ng. In Janmica, only the Governor General has the authority to grant
conmut at i ons.

The expected resunption of hanging in Jamaica is happening in the context
of a growi ng tendency of Caribbean governnents to speed up executions,
arguing that it will deter the high | evel of crinme and viol ence. According
to press reports, violent crine has risen steadily in Janmaica. According to
a police report, since January to 11 Decenber 1996, 979 nurders and 1, 425
shooti ngs have been reported. There were 780 nmurders in 1995.

The M nister of National Security and Justice, K. D. Knight, announced in
the Jamai can Parliament on 29 October 1996 that a new crinme-fighting plan
woul d be inplenmented due to the high Ievel of crinme and violence in the
country. He also said that a limt of nine nonths will be placed on appeals
on behal f of people on death row to be made to the Judicial Comittee of
the Privy Council (JCPC) and the United Nations. However, if the JCPC and
the UN fail to nmake any decision within the time linmt the executions wl
take place. The Mnister of National Security and Justice, K D. Knight,

al so announced before the Parliament on 29 COctober 1996 that "These
horrendous crinmes [by death row crim nals] have added significantly to the
fear of crime currently perneating every stratum of society".

In a four-day neeting in St. Kitts, in October 1996, Attorney Generals and
M ni sters responsible for Legal Affairs of the Caribbean Community
countries (CARICOM, discussed the total abolition of appeals to the JCPC
Three countries, Barbados, Guyana and Janmi ca, have agreed to the abolition
of appeals to the JCPC and the establishment of a Cari bbean Court of

Crim nal Appeals.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease make urgent appeals by fax, telegram express or
airmail letters in English or in your own | anguage, including as many of
the foll owi ng points as possible:

- asking for confirmation or clarification of reports that that sone

pri soners have been noved to the condenmmed cell, signalling the inm nent
resunpti on of executions in Januica;

- urging that these and all other pending death sentences be comut ed;



- expressing deep concern at the intention to resune the use of the death
penalty in Jamaica after nearly 9 years without executions, and urging the
Governor General and the M nister of Legal Affairs and Attorney General not
to be responsible for taking such a retrograde step

- noting that detailed research in many countries has produced no evi dence
that the death penalty deters crine nore effectively than other puni shnent
and pointing to the worldwi de trend towards the abolition of the death
penal ty;

- if your country has abolished the death penalty, refer to any incidents
whi ch denpnstrates that the death penalty is not a deterrent agai nst

vi ol ent crine;

- expressing synmpathy for the victinms of violent crime and their relatives.

Ot her points which may be added:

- the death penalty is brutalizing to all who are involved in the process;
- it denies the widely accepted principle of rehabilitating the offender

- it does not necessarily alleviate the suffering caused to the victinms of
crine.

APPEALS TO

Governor Genera

Hi s Excel |l ency The Most Honour abl e

Sir Howard Cooke, ON, GCMC, CD

O fice of the Governor Cenera

Ki ngs House, Hope Road

Ki ngston 6, Janmica

Phone: + 1 809 927 6424 /| 6143

Fax: + 1 809 927 4561

Tel egrams: Governor-General, Kingston, Janmica
Sal utation: Dear Governor Genera

COPI ES TO

Prime Mnister

The Rt Hon P. J. Patterson, PC, QC, M,

Prime M nister

O fice of the Prime Mnister

1 Devon Road

Ki ngston 10, Janmica

Phone: + 1 809 929 8880/ 8881/ 8882/ 8883/ 8884/ 8885
Fax: + 1 809 929 0005

Tel egranms: Prine Mnister, Kingston, Janmica

Sal utation: Dear Prinme Mnister

Attorney Genera

The Hon A. J. Nichol son
M ni ster of Legal Affairs
and Attorney Genera

M nistry of Legal Affairs
12 Ocean Boul evard

Ki ngst on Mal

Ki ngst on, Jammica

Phone: + 1 809 922 6140
Fax: + 1 809 922 6028

Tel egranms: M nister of Legal Affairs, Kingston, Janmaica




Sal utation: Dear Mnister.

Newspaper
The d eaner

P. O Box 40

7 North St.

Ki ngst on, Janmi ca

Fax: + 1 809 922 6223 / 922 2058

and to diplomatic representatives of Jamaica accredited to your

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.

Secretariat, or with your section office,

January 1997.

country.

Pl ease check with the Internationa
i f sending appeals after 13



