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MVEXI CO Ri cardo M guel CAVALLO

The Mexi can authorities have decided to extradite Argentine fornmer naval
captain Ricardo Mguel Cavallo to Spain, where he will face charges of
genocide, terrorismand torture. Amesty International wel cones the

deci sion, which reaffirns the principle of universal jurisdiction
contributing to efforts all over the world to bring to justice those
responsi bl e for serious human rights violations.

On 2 February the Mexican Foreign Mnistry ratified a legal ruling to
extradite Ricardo Mguel Cavallo, making the inportant point of including
torture. Torture had been excluded fromthe original ruling of 12 January,
whi ch argued that there were grounds for conplying with Spain’s extradition
request regarding the allegations of genocide and terrorism but not of
torture. Cavallo’s lawer is to | odge an appeal (anparo).

Caval l o had been arrested by I|nterpol-Mxico on 24 August 2000 on suspicion
of involvenent with the illegal inportation of used cars. Inmediately
following his detention, the Spanish authorities had sought his extradition
to Spain for alleged crimes of genocide, terrorismand torture.

Under the Argentine military junta, which ruled from 1976 to 1983, Cavallo
(al so known as M guel Angel Cavallo) was assigned to the notorious Naval
Mechani cs School (Escuel a de Mecanica de la Armada, ESMA) in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, where many of the victins of the mlitary junta were taken and
| ast seen.

Cavallo is the second former nmenber of the Argentine nmilitary to be
det ai ned abroad for human rights crimes during the "Dirty War". The first,
Jorge Aivera, detained in Rone |ast year, was |later released. Cavallo is
one of nore than 90 former nenbers of the Argentinian security forces under
i nvestigation by Baltasar Garzén, the sane Spani sh judge who sought the
extradition fromthe United Ki ngdom of Augusto Pinochet in 1998.

No further action is requested fromthe Urgent Action network. Mny thanks
to all who sent appeals.



