PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 41/26/00

UA 151/00 Fear for Safety 7 June 2000

MVEXI CO Menbers of the non-governmental human rights
organi sation, the Red Nacional de Organisnmos Civiles de
Der echos Humanos "Todos | os Derechos para Todos",
National Network of Civil Human Ri ghts Organisations "A
Ri ghts for Everyone"

Ammesty International is concerned by further incidents of intimndation of
hurman rights defenders in Mexico.

In the afternoon of 5 June 2000, two unknown nen in a car were seen keeping
a close watch on the offices of the Red Naci onal de O ganisnos Cviles de
Der echos Humanos "Todos | os Derechos para Todos", National Network of G vil
Human Ri ghts Organisations "All Rights for Everyone" (the Network). The
men filnmed all those who went in and out of the building over a period of
three hours. This took place at the sanme tinme as a neeting of the

Coordi nating Team -- representatives fromfive of the 52 organi zati ons from
across Mexico which are nmenbers of the Network.

When staff fromthe Network approached the car one man qui ckly covered the
canera and they drove off. A legal conplaint has been filed with the Public
M nistry, Mnisterio Publico.

Peopl e living nearby reported seeing the same car parked outside the
offices for a few hours on 2 June. Previously, on 4 My, nenbers of the
Net wor k had noticed two different vehicles apparently keeping watch. One
had a radi o communi cati on device (radi o de banda civil) and crash bars
(tunmba burros) on the front, Iike those used on police vehicles.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty International has docunented nunerous cases of intimdation and
harassnment of human rights defenders in Mexico. One of the nenbers of the
Net work, the Centro de Derechos Hunmanos M guel Agustin Pro Juarez (PRODH),
M guel Agustin Pro Juarez Human Rights Centre, has received several death
threats (see UA 233/99, AMR 41/23/99, 6 Septenber 1999 and followup). A
| awyer fromthe PRODH, Digna Ochoa y Pl aci do, was abducted and threatened
i n August 1999, and on 28 Cctober 1999 unknown i ndividuals entered her
house, tied her up and interrogated her at |ength about nmenbers of the
PRODH.

In recent weeks Mexican human rights activists have reported rising
tensions in the country in the run-up to presidential elections, due to be
held on 2 July.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/airmi
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing deep concern about the intimdation of nenbers of the Red

Naci onal de Organisnos Civiles de Derechos Humanos "Todos | os Derechos
para Todos", National Network of Cvil Human Rights O ganisations "Al

Ri ghts for Everyone";

-calling for a pronpt, thorough and inpartial investigation into these acts
of intinmidation, for those responsible to be brought to justice, and for
the results to be made public;

-remnding the authorities of their obligation to ensure the safety of al
hurman rights defenders, as specified in their conmtnent to the resolution
on Human Ri ghts Defenders in the Anmericas, adopted by the General Assenbly
of the Organization of American States on 7 June 1999.

APPEALS TGO
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Presi dent of the Republic

Dr. Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Ledn
Presidente de | a Republica

Pal aci o Naci onal, Patio de Honor,
Prinmer piso, Col. Centro,

México D.F., C P. 06067

MEXI CO
Tel egrans: Presidente, Mxico
Faxes: +52 5 515 5729

Sal utation: Sefior Presidente / M President

M nister of the Interior

Lic. Di 6doro Carrasco Altam rano,
Secretari o de Gobernaci 6n

Bucareli No.99, Prinmer piso,

Col . Juarez, México D.F., C P. 06699

MEXI CO
Tel egrans: Secretario Gobernaci 6n, Mexico
Faxes: +52 5 546 5350

Sal utation: Seflor Mnistro / Dear M nister

Attorney General of Mexico Cty

Dr. Sanuel Ignacio del Villar Kretchnmar

Procurador Ceneral de Justicia del Distrito Federa
Fray Servando Teresa de Mer 32, piso 11

Col. Centro CP 06080

Méxi co D.F. MEXI CO

Tel egrans: Procurador DF, Mexico

Faxes: +52 5 133 7631

Sal ut ation: Sefior Procurador / Dear Attorney Cenera

Governmental National Human R ghts Conmi ssion

Dr. José Luis Soberanes Fernandez,

Presi dente de | a Com si 6n Naci onal de Derechos Hunmanos
Periférico Sur 3469, 50 piso

Col . San Jer6ni no Lidice,

México D.F., C P. 10200

MEXI CO

Faxes: +52 5 135 0595 (If a voice answers, please say: "el tono de
fax, por favor)

E-mail: correo@ndh. org. nx

Sal utation: Estinmado Dr. Soberanes / Dear Dr. Soberanes

COPI ES TO

Non- gover nnental human rights organi zation

Red Naci onal de Organisnpbs Cviles de

Der echos Humanos "Todos | os Derechos para Todos"
Puebl a No. 45, Priner piso, Col. Roma

México D.F. MEXI CO

and to diplomatic representatives of Mexico accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 July 2000.



