PUBLI C Al | ndex: AMR 41/29/00
21 June 2000

Further information on Extra 52/00 (AMR 41/25/00, 30 May 2000) - Prisoners
of conscience/lll-treatnent/ Fear for safety

MEXI CO Rodol fo Montiel Flores] Environnentalists, prisoners of
Teodoro Cabrera Garcia] conscience

Prison authorities have continued to threaten and intimdate two
environnental activists, detained in an attenpt to silence themand their

gr oup.

On 17 July 2000, the lguala Prison authorities cut off the water supply and
t el ephone services to inmates. Prison officials reportedly told innmates
that Rodol fo Montiel and Teodoro Cabrera were to bl ame. Amesty
International is concerned that they nay be seeking to incite inmates to
attack the two prisoners of conscience.

Prison officials are also reported to have photographed the two several
times without giving any reason and have questi oned themon their
activities prior to their arrest. Their |awers have said that prison
officials have frequently placed arbitrary restrictions on their access to
the two nmen and have repeatedly underm ned their right to confidential
conmuni cation with their clients.

There has been consi derabl e confusion since a 5 June 2000 deadl i ne by which
time the Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR), Attorney General’s
Ofice was to decide whether to continue with the prosecution of Rodolfo
Monti el and Teodoro Cabrera. Both men have been detai ned since May 1999,
when they were arrested by soldiers of the 40" Infantry Battalion, who

all egedly forced themto sign confessions under torture. These confessions
are the basis of firearmand drug charges they now face.

On 20 June 2000 Amesty International wote to the Attorney General seeking
clarification of reports that the PGR had reversed a decision to drop the
charges and now intend to continue with the prosecution of the two nmen. The
organi zation asked the Attorney CGeneral to act imediately to ensure that a
full review of the case is nade public before any decision is nmade by the
PGR. The Attorney Ceneral has so far failed to neet a commitnment nade to
Ammesty International in April to carry out such a conprehensive revi ew of
the case and publish the findings.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON. Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in Spanish or in your own | anguage:

(I'n appeals to the President, CGovernor of lguala Prison and Director
General of Prison Services:)

-expressing concern for the safety of Rodolfo Mntiel and Teodoro Cabrera
inthe light of their treatment by prison authorities, particularly of the
apparent attenpts by prison officials to spark viol ence agai nst them by

ot her i nmates;

(I'n appeals to the Governor of Iguala Prison and Director Ceneral of Prison
Servi ces:)

- reminding the authorities that they are responsible for the safety of
bot h men;

- expressing concern at reports of arbitrary restrictions by the prison
authorities on access of the two men to their defence team and of
violations in to their right to confidential comunication with their

def ence council ;

(I'n appeals to the President and Attorney Ceneral)



- calling for the inmediate and unconditional rel ease of Rodolfo Mntiel
and Teodoro Cabrera, detained solely for their peaceful protests against
excessive logging in CQuerrero state;

- reminding the authorities of the Attorney General’s stated conmitnent to
carry out a conprehensive review of the case and to publish the results;

APPEALS TG (If a voice answers on fax nunbers, ask "nme puede dar tono de
fax, por favor")

Presi dent of the Republic

Dr. Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Ledn

Presi dente de | os Estados Uni dos Mexi canos

Resi dencia Oicial de Los Pinos

Del . M guel Hidalgo, CP 118500

Mexi co D. F., NMEXICO

Tel egrans: President, México D. F., Mexico
Faxes: + 52 5 515 5729

Sal ut ati on: Sefior Presidente/ Dear M President

Attorney General of the Republic

Lic. Jorge Madrazo

Procurador General de |a Republica

Av Reforna, esq. Violeta

Col Guerrero

Mexi co D.F., CP 06300

MEXI CO

Tel egram Procurador General Republica, México D.F., Mxico
Fax: + 52 5 346 0906

Sal ut ati on: Sefior Procurador Ceneral/ Dear Attorney CGenera

Governor of lguala Prison, Guerrero state
Lic. Carlos Coronel Avitia

Director del CERESO de Igual a

Centro de Re-adaptaci 6n Social de Iguala
Carretera |l guala - Tuxpan, CP 40101

I gual a, Estado de Guerrero, Mexico

Fax: 52 733 20760

Sal utation: Sefior Director, Dear Governor

Director Ceneral of Prison Services of Guerrero State

Lic. José Luis Trujillo Sotelo

Director General de Prevenci 6n y Re-adpataci 6n Soci al del Estado de Guerrero
Pal aci o de Gobi erno

Sé6t ano 2, Zona Centro, C. P. 39000, Chil panci ngo, Querrero.

Fax: + 52 447 24919

Salutation: Sr Director Ceneral / Dear Director Cenera

COPI ES TO

Non- gover nnent al Human Ri ghts organi zation

Centro de Derechos Humanos "M guel Agustin Pro Juarez" A C.
Ser api 0 Rendon 57-B

Col . San Raf ael

06470 Mexico D.F. MEXI CO

and to diplomatic representatives of Mexico accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 19 July 2000.



