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This is alimted action. Please restrict appeals to 20 per Section

UA 229/ 95 Death Threats 29 Septenmber 1995

PARAGUAY Al berto Alderete, |awer

Lawyer Al berto Alderete has received a series of anonynous tel ephoned death
threats in his home in the capital Asunci6n, apparently as a result of his
representation of peasant farmers (canpesinos) killed and injured in a
clash with police. Ammesty International fears for his safety.

The threats follow Alberto Al derete's presentation in m d-Septenber of a
formal crimnal conplaint to the courts against the Mnister of Interior
t he Commander of the National Police and other police officials. The
conpl ai nt accuses the Paraguayan authorities of responsibility for the
deat h of canpesino farnmer Pedro G ménez and the injuries suffered by 17
ot her canpesi nos when nenbers of the Rural and Ecol ogical police (Policia
Ecol 6gica y Rural) violently broke up a denonstration of over 1,000
canpesinos in the locality of Santa Rosa de Aguaray, San Pedro department
on 7 Septenber 1995. According to eye-wi tnesses, police agents |aunched
tear gas and then opened fire on the denonstrators. Three police were
reportedly injured in the incident when denonstrators threw stones and
other projectiles. The denonstrati on had been organi zed to support over 600
| andl ess canpesino fanm |ies who had occupied a property in Santa Barbara,
San Pedro departnment, on 31 August.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Al t hough the governnent of President Wasnobsy has committed itself to
respecting human rights, serious abuses continue to be reported,
particularly in the context of land conflicts. Incidents of serious
confrontations between specialist police units and | andl ess peasant

fam lies, who have occupied | arge |andhol di ngs, have increased in recent
nmont hs. Peasant conmunities attenpting to establish |and clainms have been
violently expelled by police personnel, sonetimes operating in conjunction
with armed civilians reportedly paid by | andowners. In many cases forcible
expul sion has been acconpani ed by nass arrests, sometinmes w thout judicia
order. Detainees have frequently been ill-treated. The majority of
det ai nees were rel eased without charge or trial after weeks or nonths in
custody. Lawyers and other working to promote and defend the rights of
peasant communities have, in some instances, been subject to threats and
attacks.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnmai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the death threats against | awer Al berto Al derete;
- calling for a full and inpartial investigation into the threats, the
results of which should be nmade public and those responsi bl e brought to
justice;

- urging that, in line with the Paraguayan governnent's comritnent to
respect human rights, all possible nmeasures be taken to protect Alberto

Al derete and his fanmily and to ensure that he is able to carry out his

| awf ul professional activities without fear of reprisal

- calling for a full and inpartial investigation into the death of Pedro
G nménez and serious injuries sustained by many ot her people when nenbers of
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the Rural and Ecol ogical police violently broke up a denonstration
| andl ess canpesinos in Santa Rosa de Aguaray, San Pedro departnent,
Sept enber 1995.

APPEALS TO

Sefior Exmo. Sr. Presidente de | a Republica del Paraguay

Juan Carl os WAsnpsy

Pal aci o de Lopez

Asunci 6n

Par aguay

Tel egrams: Presidente Wasnosy, Asunci 6n, Paraguay

Tel exes: 411 SUBI NFOR PY

Faxes: + 595 21 49 88 09; 49 36 22; 44 27 77

Sal utation: Excelentisino Sr. Presidente/ Dear President Wasnosy

Dr Luis Ramirez Boettner

M nistro de Rel aci ones Exteriores

M ni sterio de Rel aci ones Exteriores

Pdte. Franco 707

Asunci 6n, Par aguay

Tel egrans: M nistro Rel aci ones Exteriores, Asunci 6n, Paraguay
Tel exes: 111 RELACI ONES PY

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/ Dear M nister

Dr. Juan Moral es

M nistro de Justicia y Trabajo

M ni sterio de Justicia

Asunci 6n, Par aguay

Tel egranms: Mnistro de Justicia, Mnisterio de Justicia, Asuncion
Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear M nister

Sefior M nistro del Interior

M ni sterio del Interior

Estrella y Mntevideo

Asunci 6n, Par aguay

Tel egranms: Mnistro del Interior, Asuncidn, Paraguay
Faxes: 595 21 44 00 44

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Non- gover nnent al _organi zati on
Rural Education and Pronption

Sefior es

SEAS/ AR

Ni col as Krisvoshain 4233
Asunci 6n, Par aguay

of
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Par aguay

and to diplomatic representatives of PARAGUAY accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,

or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 Novenber 1995.



