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PLEASE ORGANI ZE UP TO 20 APPEALS PER SECTI ON

UA 113/91 Deat h Threats/ Attacks 27 March 1991

PARAGUAY: Pedro Dario PORTILLO
Rodol f o Manuel ASERETTO
Dr Franci sco de VARGAS

Ammesty International is concerned about reported death threats received by
two human rights |lawers, apparently as a result of their representation of
relatives of victins of human rights violations under the forner governnent
of General Alfredo Stroessner

In m d-March Pedro Dario Portillo and Rodol fo Manuel Aseretto, both
| awyers with the Inter-Church Committee hunman rights organization, Conité
de lglesias para Ayudas de Energencia (ClPAE), formally denounced to the
Par aguayan Attorney Ceneral that they had received repeated threats against
their lives through anonynous tel ephone calls and witten nessages. In
their witten conplaints the |awers stated their belief that the threats
were related to their legal activities in judicial investigations of past
human rights violations. Both Pedro Portillo and Rodolfo Aseretto are
legally representing victinms and relatives of victims of human rights
violations including torture, "disappearance" and extrajudicial execution
of political prisoners under the former governnment. Many of these cases,
in which former governnment officials are inplicated, are nearing the

sentenci ng stage (plenario). |In sone cases the prosecutor has recomended
substantial prison terns for former senior nenbers of the police force. In

a statenent of support for its lawers, ClPAE denounced the repeated
threats alleging that they constituted an attenpt to delay the concl usion
of the trials.

Amesty International is also concerned about a recent attack on the
home of a forner ClPAE | awyer, Francisco de Vargas, now vice-president of
the Human Ri ghts Commi ssion of the Congressional Chanber of Deputies, and
deputy for the opposition Partido Liberal Radical Auténtico, Authentic
Li beral Radical Party. According to reports, at about 3amon 10 March
1991, unidentified persons opened fire on Francisco de Vargas' hone. This
i nci dent has al so been denounced to the Attorney GCeneral

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Only weeks after General Andrés Rodriguez came to power follow ng a coup

d' etat in February 1989, nunerous reports of human rights violations under
the previous government of General Alfredo Stroessner appeared virtually
daily in the press. Dozens of denunciations of illegal detention, torture,
"di sappearance" and extrajudicial execution of political prisoners during
the 1960s and 1970s led to criminal investigations by judicial authorities.
Several senior nmenbers of the former adm nistration, including forner

presi dent General Alfredo Stroessner, Interior Mnister Sabino Mntanaro
and police chiefs Pastor M ciades Coronel and General Britez Borges, have
been inplicated in serious human rights violations and are currently facing
trial



However, many judicial inquiries into past human rights violations
have suffered prol onged del ays and judges have reported apparent attenpts
to i npede the progress of investigations.

Amesty International believes that it is a principal elenent in the
protection of human rights that those responsible for past violations of
such rights should be brought to justice.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at the death threats against Pedro Dario Portillo and
Rodol fo Manuel Aseretto and at the attack on the home of Dr Francisco de
Var gas;

- asking whether a judicial investigation has been opened into the
conplaints of threats and the attack on the human rights | awers, and
urging that the results of the investigation be made public;

- requesting that steps be taken to ensure the safety of all those working
in defence of human rights in Paraguay.

APPEALS TO

Dr. Luis Emilio Escobar Faella

Fi scal General del Estado

Fi scal ia General del Estado

Asunci 6n, PARAGUAY

Tel egrams: Fiscal Gral Escobar, Asuncion, Paraguay
Tel exes: 111 RELACIONES PY (via Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs)

General Andrés Rodriguez

Exnmp. Sr. Presidente de | a Republica del Paraguay
Pal aci o de Gobi erno

Asunci 6n, PARAGUAY

Tel egranms: Presidente Rodriguez, Asunci6n, Paraguay
Tel exes: 411 SUBI NFOR PY

COPI ES TO

Conité de lglesias para Ayudas de Energencia
Gal. Diaz 429

Asunci 6n

PARAGUAY

and to diplomatic representatives of Paraguay in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 8 May 1991



