EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AMR 45/02/95

UA 256/ 95 Torture /| Fear for safety 20 Novenber 1995

PARAGUAY César BARRI OS, conscientious objector

In the fourth such case in Paraguay this year, a conscientious objector has
been abducted and tortured. The latest victim César Barrios, a nember of
the Movi m ento de Objecci 6n de Conci encia (MOXC), Conscientious Objection
Movenment, managed to escape fromthe sol diers who abducted him but Anmesty
I nternational remains seriously concerned for his safety and for the safety
of other nenbers of the MOC, about whom César Barrios was questioned by his
captors.

On 4 Novenber 1995 César Barrios was travelling to the town of Pirapey,
departnent of Itapua, to attend a neeting on conscientious objection in the
home town of Victor Hugo Maciel, a conscript who had been killed on 2
October whilst doing mlitary service with the la Divisién de Caballeria,
1st Cavalry Division. Since the soldier's death, conmunity menbers have
been reluctant to allow their children to undertake mlitary service at the
barracks and the soldier's famly had invited César Barrios to informthe
communi ty about conscientious objection

Sone 70 kilometres from Encarnaci 6n, on the road to Pirapey, a mlitary
patrol, made up of five soldiers without identity badges or insignia of
rank, stopped the bus and ordered the passengers to show their identity
docunents. \When César Barrios was al so asked to show his mlitary
exenption papers, he declared that he was a conscientious objector and
produced a docunent fromthe Com si6n de Derechos Humanos de | a Camara de
Di put ados, Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of the Chanber of Deputi es,

acknow edgi ng his status as a conscientious objector. One of the soldiers
ri pped up the docunent in front of the other passengers.

César Barrios was then forced out of the bus, handcuffed, blindfolded, and
forced into the mlitary patrol's vehicle. After a journey of three or
four hours they arrived at a mlitary base where César Barrios was forced
into a dirty bathroom had his blindfold renoved, and was forced to inhale
a sleep-inducing chemical. He fell to the ground and was repeatedly kicked
by the soldiers. After that five naked soldiers canme in, insulted him
sayi ng that conscientious objectors were honosexuals. They said that they
woul d teach himto be a good "macho", and theatened to rape him

Meanwhi | e, the soldiers masturbated thensel ves.

César Barrios was then forced onto a chair, his arns tied behind his back
and was threatened with a knife and questi oned about the MOC. The soldiers
demanded to know the nanes and addresses of the | eaders of the MOC, and
about its nmenbers and the canpai gn agai nst conpul sory mlitary service.
César Barrios was tortured into the early hours of 5 Novenber. He was kept
in the bathroomuntil the evening when a nmenber of the nmilitary unit
reportedly hel ped himto escape. Reportedly, César Barrios found that he
was in the headquarters of the IIl Division de Caballeria, Ill Division of
the Cavalry, in Ciudad del Este.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Earlier in 1995, Venancio Vera, Pablo Ozorio (on 19 February) and Sebasti &n
Coronel (4 March) were abducted by nmenbers of the National Police in San
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Joaquin. During their detention the three conscientious objectors were
beaten and forced to undertake four days of forced | abour. To date none of
those responsible for their detention and ill-treatment has been detained
or charged. This continued inmpunity makes further abductions and torture
of conscientious objectors nore |ikely.

Consci enti ous objection in Paraguay is a constitutional right and

consci enti ous objectors need only declare their objection to compul sory
mlitary service to gain legal recognition of their status. To date

approxi mately 600 peopl e have decl ared thensel ves to be consci enti ous

obj ectors. Since October 1993 seven consci entious objectors have reportedly
been illegally detained by nmenbers of the security forces.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnmai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of César Barrios and ot her nenbers of
the Movi mi ento de Objecci 6n de Conci encia (MOXC), Conscientious Objection
Movenent, followi ng the all eged abduction and torture of César Barrios on 4
Novenber 1995, apparently by menbers of the Ill Cavalry Division;

- calling for full and inpartial investigations into these allegations;

- expressing concern that this is the fourth such case this year (giving
details of others if possible) and that no one has yet been brought to
justice for these violations;

- calling on the authorities to publicly condemm these abuses, and to
ensure that the apparent inpunity of those responsible is ended.

APPEALS TO

President of Paraguay

Exnmp. Sr. Presidente de |a Republica del Paraguay

Juan Carl os Wasnpsy

Pal aci o de Lo6pez, Asunci 6n, Paraguay

Tel egrams: Presi dente Wasnosy, Asunci 6n, Paraguay

Tel exes: 411 SUBI NFOR PY

Faxes: + 595 21 49 88 09; +595 21 49 36 22

Sal utation: Excelentisinp Sr. Presidente/Dear President WAsnpsy

Mnister of the Interior

Exmp. Sr. Mnistro del Interior

Dr Di 6genes Martinez

M ni sterio del Interior

Estrella y Mntevideo, Asunci 6n, Paraguay

Tel egranms: Mnistro del Interior, Asuncidn, Paraguay
Faxes: 595 21 44 00 44

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear Mnister

M ni ster of Defence
Exnp. Sr. Mnistro de Defensa Naci ona

Dr. Hugo Estigarribia Elizeche

M ni steri o de Defensa Naci ona

Avda Mcal. Lopez y Vice Pdte. Sanchez

Asunci 6n, Par aguay

Tel egranms: M nistro de Defensa Nacional, Asunci 6n, Paraguay
Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear M nister



M nister of Foreign Affairs

Exmpb. Sr. Mnistro de Rel aci ones Exteriores

Luis Ram rez Boettner

M ni sterio de Rel aci ones Exteriores

Pdte. Franco 707 c/ O Leary, Asunci 6n, Paraguay

Tel egrams: M nistro Rel aci ones Exteriores, Asunci6n
Tel exes: 111 RELACI ONES PY

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

President of the National Congress

Sefior M| ciades Rafael Casabi anca

Presi dente del Congreso Naci ona

Avda. Republica y 14 de mayo, Asunci 6n, Paraguay

Human Ri ghts Organi zation
Servicio de Justicia y Paz - Paraguay, SERPAJ,
Azara 313c/lturbe 2do Piso, Asunci én, Paraguay

Par aguay

and to diplomatic representatives of PARAGUAY accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 6 January 1996.



