EXTERNAL Al I ndex: 45/02/97

UA 227/ 97 Fear for Safety/Possible Extrajudicial Execution 22 July 1997

PARAGUAY Epi f ani o CANTERO, peasant | eader/land rights canpai gner

Killed: Felipe Pabl o BEN TEZ.

Epi fanio Cantero, a nmenber of the Conmisidn Vecinal de Puente Kué, (CVPK)
Puent e Kué Nei ghbour hood Conmm ssion, which is canpaigning for land rights
for | andl ess peasant farmers in the nunicipality of Yuty, departnent of
Caazapa, has recently received a nunber of anonynous death threats.

Concern for his safety is heightened by the fact that another nenber of the
Conmi ssion, Felipe Pablo Benitez, was killed on 11 July 1997 by

uni dentified gunnmen, subsequent to him also receiving death threats.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

For the past two nonths nmenbers of the Puente Kué Nei ghbour hood Commi ssion
have been canped in the entrance to the Catedral Metropolitana,
Metropolitan Cathedral in the capital Asuncién, as part of a canpaign to
secure the rights to 1,800 hectares of under-used | and belonging to the
Firma Ganadera Caapucum , Caapucuni Cattl e-Ranchi ng Conpany.

Human rights violations relating to | and disputes are reported to be on the
i ncrease in Paraguay as the fight continues by | andl ess peasant farners to
occupy large tracts of under-devel oped or under-used property owned by

| arge and powerful |andowners. There is strong evidence that |andowners
have hired arnmed civilians and that they have been responsible for the
deat hs of at |east four peasant |eaders killed in Paraguay in the |ast 12
nont hs. These | andowners are said to operate with the acqui escence of the
security forces.

There have al so been violent expulsions and ill-treatnment or torture of

| andl ess peasant farmers by the police. On 7 May nmenbers of the San Pedro
Police Departnment were reported to have brutally beaten peasant farners
occupying land in the Costa Nueva settlement, 25 de Dicienbre Comrmunity,
San Pedro departnment, during an eviction operation

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmil
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Epifanio Cantero, a peasant | eader
fromthe Puente Kué Nei ghbourhood Conmi ssion, in Yuty, Caazapé Departnent,
who has reportedly received death threats in recent nonths;

- expressing concern at the killing of Felipe Pablo Benitez, another nenber
of the CVPK, on 11 July.

- urging the authorities to undertake full and inpartial investigations
into the death threats against Epifanio Cantero and the killing of Felipe
Pabl o Benitez, that the results be nade public and that those responsible
be brought to justice;

- urging that all neasures are taken to guarantee the safety of Epifanio
Cantero and ot her menbers of the CVPK

APPEALS TGO

Presi dent of Paraguay




2

Exnp. Sr. Presidente

de |l a Republica del Paraguay

Juan Carl os Wasnosy

Pal aci o de Lépez

El Paraguayo | ndependi ente y Ayol as

Asunci 6n

Par aguay

Tel egranms: Presi dente Wasnosy, Asunci én, Paraguay
Tel exes: 411 SUBI NFOR PY

Faxes: + 595 21 49 88 009;

Sal utation: Excelentisinp Sr. Presidente/Dear President

M nister of the Interior

Exmpb. Sr. Mnistro del Interior

Dr Atilio R Fernandez

M nisterio del Interior

Estrella y Mntevideo

Asunci 6n

Tel egranms: Mnistro del Interior, Asuncién, Paraguay
Faxes: 595 21 44 00 44

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/Dear M nister

M nister of Justice and Labour

Excnmo. Sr. Mnistro de Justicia

y Trabajo

Sebasti &n Gonzal ez I nsfran

M nisterio de Justicia y Trabajo

Gaspar Rodriguez de Francia y Estados Uni dos

Asunci 6n

Tel egrans: Mnistro de Justicia y Trabajo

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro de Justicia y Trabaj o/ Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

Peasant Farnmer Organi zation

Organi zaci 6n de Lucha por la Tierra
Casilla de Correo 10049

Asunci 6n

Par aguay.

and to diplomatic representatives of PARAGUAY accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 2 Septenber 1997.



