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This is a limted action - please organize up to 15 appeals per section

UA 357/ 92 Death threats and harassnment 16 Novenber 1992

PARAGUAY: Randn MELGAREJO ORTEGA, aged 16

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of 16 year-old Randn Mel garejo
Ortega. The organi zation has received i nformati on that Ramdn Mel garej o has been
the victimof persecution, including death threats and harassnent, by agents of

t he Paraguayan police force since nmeking allegations of torture and ill-treatnent
agai nst themin April 1992.

According to his sworn statenent, Ranbn Melgarejo was arbitrarily detained by the
police on 6 April 1992 whilst travelling on a bus. He was taken to the 26th
police station in San Lorenzo on the outskirts of the capital Asunci 6n. He
states that he was blindfol ded and handcuffed to a chair and interrogated about
all eged thefts. A plastic bag was repeatedly placed over his head and tied around
his neck bringing himclose to the point of asphyxiation. He alleges that he was
| ater beaten on the palns of his hands and suffered injuries to his nmouth when a
police officer used pliers to grip and tear the tissue under his tongue. He was
rel eased wi thout charge on 8 April. A nedical certificate confirms that on 8
April he received treatnent for injuries consistent with his allegations of
torture. A judicial investigation was subsequently opened into the allegations of
torture and ill-treatnment on presentation of an official conplaint, querella, by
Ranmdn Mel garej o agai nst named police officers. The judge in charge of the case
has now called the two police officers allegedly responsible to make statenents
before the court on a date which has not yet been fixed. There is serious concern
that the threats and harassnment agai nst Ranmdn Melgarejo will now be increased.

Subsequent to the presentation of the querella, Ranmdn Melgarejo states that he
has repeatedly been harassed by the police and has been arbitrarily detained on
at | east two occasions. Recently, on 18 COctober, police officers allegedly cane
to his nmother's hone asking for him his awer later verified that there was no
warrant for his arrest. On 24 COctober arnmed police in civilian dress, who
appeared to have been drinking heavily, reportedly forced entry into Randn

Mel garejo's sister's house, where he was sl eeping. They questioned a brother of
his who was al so staying there at gunpoint as to his whereabouts. Randbn Mel garejo
fled fromthe back of the house. One police officer reportedly fired three shots
at himbut mssed, reportedly remarking that next tinme he would not niss.

On 26 COctober Ranbn Mel garejo's nother presented a preventive habeas corpus on
his behal f, seeking to protect himfrom further harassment. The habeas corpus has
not yet been resolved although the maximumtinme permtted for response is 48
hours.



BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The general human rights situation in Paraguay has inproved considerably since

t he government of General Andrés Rodriguez took power in February 1989. However
Amesty International is concerned at continuing reports of the torture of young
people in detention centres and police stations by the Paraguayan police. The
Par aguayan gover nnent has publicly condenmed torture, but although a nunber of
formal conplaints have been presented in the courts, in the magjority of cases
judicial authorities have failed to conduct thorough investigations into these
conplaints and to bring those responsible to justice.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express and airmai
letters either in Spanish or in your own |anguage:

- expressing concern at the death threats and harassnment agai nst 16 year-old
Ranmdn Mel garejo by officers of the Paraguayan police, allegedly as a result of
the presentation of a querella against police officers for torture and ill-
treatment;

- urging that there be an i medi ate and thorough investigation into the threats
and harassnment, the results of which should be nade public and those responsible
brought to justice;

- urging that all possible neasures be taken to protect Ranmdn Melgarejo from
further death threats and harassnent.

APPEALS TO

1) Mnister of the Interior

Excmo. Sr. Mnistro del Interior Sal ut ati on: Dear M nister/

General de Divisién (R Sr. Mnistro del Interior

Ol ando Machuca Vargas

M ni sterio del Interior

Estrella y Mntevideo

Asunci 6n, Par aguay

Tel egrans: Mnistro del Interior, Mnisterio del Interior, Asuncion, Paraguay

2) Chief of Police of Asuncién:

Sr. Jefe de la Policia de la Capital Sal ut ation: Dear Chief of Police/
Coni sari o General Sr. Jefe de la Policia
Ger mdn Franco Vargas de la Capita

Departanento Central de la Policia

El Paraguayo I ndependiente y Chile y N.S. de |la Asunci6n

Asunci 6n, Par aguay

Tel egrans: Jefe de la Policia, Departamento Central de la Policia
Asunci on, Paraguay

Tel exes: 44154 ccpo

3) Attorney General

Fi scal General de Estado Sal ut ation: Dear Attorney General/
Dr. Luis Escobar Faella Sr. Fiscal de Estado

Pal aci o de Justicia

Chile y 14 de julio

Asunci 6n, Par aguay

Tel egrans: Fiscal Ceneral de Estado, Palacio de Justicia, Asuncion, Paraguay
Tel exes: 22138 of san

4) President of the Supreme Court of Justice:
Sr. Presidente de la Corte Suprema de Justicia Salutation: Dear President of the
Sr. José Alberto Correa Suprene Court of Justice/




Pal aci o de Justicia Sr. Presidente de la Corte

Chile y 14 de julio Suprenma de Justicia

Asunci 6n, Paraguay

Tel egranms: Presidente de la Corte Suprema de Justicia, Palacio de Justicia
Asunci on, Paraguay

Tel exes: 25182

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO
Lawyers' association:
Fundaci 6n Tekoj oj o

CC 1364

Asunci 6n, Paraguay

and to diplomatic representatives of Paraguay accredited to your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 28 Decenber 1992.



