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USA (Al abamm) Lynda Lyon Block (f), white, aged 54

Lynda Bl ock is scheduled to be executed in Alabanma’s electric chair on 10
May 2002. She was sentenced to death in 1994 for a nurder conmitted in
1993.

Lynda Bl ock and her common-| aw husband George Sibley were sentenced to
death for the nurder of police officer Roger Lamar Motley. He was shot in a
shopping mall car park in Opelika, eastern Al abama, on 4 Cctober 1993.

Lynda Bl ock, who has clainmed that the shooting was self-defence, has waived
her right to |l egal counsel and her right to appeal. This decision stens
fromher political beliefs, under which she refuses to accept the
jurisdiction of the Al abama courts.

George Sibley remains on death row.
BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

Ammesty International opposes the death penalty unconditionally, no natter
how hei nous the crine, and regardl ess of the nmethod the state chooses to
kill the prisoner. Every death sentence is an affront to human dignity,
every execution a synptomof a culture of violence rather than a solution
toit.

A clear majority of countries - currently 111 - have abolished the death
penalty in |aw or practice. Mreover, the international comunity has rul ed
out the death penalty as a sentencing option in international courts for
even the worst crines - genocide, war crinmes and crinmes agai nst humanity.
In contrast to this, and to the repeated clainms by US officials that their
country is a progressive force for human rights, the United States
continues to resort to this cruel, inhuman and degradi ng puni shnment. Since
resum ng executions in 1977, the USA has executed 772 prisoners, nore than
600 of whom have been put to death since 1990. Twenty-three prisoners have
been put to death so far this year

The nost recent execution in Al abama was that of Pernell Ford in June 2000.
He becane the 23¢ person to be killed in the state’s electric chair since
1977. On 25 April 2002, Al abanma’s CGovernor signed a bill into |aw making
lethal injection the primary nmethod of execution in the state. From 1l July
2002, condemmed inmates will be put to death by lethal injection unless

t hey choose el ectrocution. The nove was made to protect Al abana’s death
penalty fromlegal attack on the basis of the constitutionality of the
electric chair. Supporters of the death penalty pronote |ethal injection as
a “humane” nethod of killing condemed prisoners. Such assertions ignore
not only repeated i nstances of “botched” lethal injections, but also the
suffering to which the inmate and his or her famly are subjected in the
wait for execution, regardl ess of the nmethod used.

As well as its inherent cruelty and potential for killing the wongfully
convi cted, the death penalty tends to be applied in a discrimnatory and
arbitrary manner as the systemattenpts to select which of the thousands of
nmurders each year in the USA “deserve” an execution in response. The
phenomenon of prisoners “consenting” to their own execution - either by
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dermandi ng a death sentence at trial or waiving their right to appeal - adds
to this arbitrariness. More than 90 prisoners have gone to their deaths in
the USA since 1977 who gave up their appeals. Gven the rate of error

di scovered by the appeal courts, there is a significant probability that a
nunmber of them woul d have had their death sentences overturned to prison
terns if they had pursued their appeals.

Since 1977, eight wonen have been executed in the USA. The | ast wonman to be
executed in Al abama was Rhonda Bell Martin, who was el ectrocuted on 11
Cct ober 1957 for nurder.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
in English or your own | anguage, in your own words:

- expressing synpathy for the famly and friends of Roger Lamar Mtl ey;

- expressing absol ute opposition to the death penal ty;

- calling on the Governor to commute the death sentence of Lynda Bl ock and
to support a noratoriumin Al abana.

APPEALS TO

Gover nor Don Siegel man

State Capitol

600 Dexter Avenue

Room N- 104

Mont gonery, AL 36130, USA

Fax: + 1 334 242 0937

Emai |l : via website: www governor.state.al.us/office/enail/email.htn
Sal ut ati on: Dear Gover nor

COPIES TO Diplomatic representatives of the USA accredited to your
country.

You may also wite a brief letter (not nore than 250 words) to:

Letters to the Editor

The Bi rm ngham News

PO Box 2553

Bi rm ngham AL 35202, USA
Fax: + 1 205 325 3345
Emai | : epage@hammews. com

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



