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Following the first transfers to the detention facility
at the US Naval Base in Guantánamo Bay in Cuba
in January 2002, pictures of silenced, shackled men in
cages filled television screens around the world. Since
then, more than 700 detainees have been held at the
camp, most subjected to conditions that violate the
international prohibition against cruel, inhuman and

degrading treatment, including solitary confinement.
At times with no link to the outside world. Some were
tortured and otherwise ill-treated in secret detention
before they arrived. After limited access to lawyers
and writing materials was granted to the detainees,
some of their words have merged, often in the form
of poems and letters.

TThheeyy  hhaavvee  mmoonnuummeennttss  ttoo  lliibbeerrttyy
AAnndd  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  ooppiinniioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  wweellll  aanndd  ggoooodd..
BBuutt  II  eexxppllaaiinneedd  ttoo  tthheemm  tthhaatt
AArrcchhiitteeccttuurree  iiss  nnoott  jjuussttiiccee..
Excerpt from “Humiliated in the Shackles” by Sami al Hajj

““MMyysseellff,,  mmyy  ssoonn  MMoohhaammmmeedd  aanndd  mmyy  wwiiffeeAAssmmaa  tthhaannkk  aallll  AAmmnneessttyy  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall
mmeemmbbeerrss  ffoorr  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  mmee  aanndd  ffoorr
ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  hhuummaann  rriigghhttss..  WWee  wwiillll  wwoorrkk
hhaarrdd  wwiitthh  tthheemm  ttooggeetthheerr  uunnttiill  wwee  aacchhiieevvee
ppeeaaccee  ffoorr  aallll  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..””

Message from Sami al Hajj 

LLeett  tthheemm  bbeeaarr  tthhee  bbuurrdden,  before  their  children  and  before  history,
OOff  tthhiiss  wwaasstteedd,,  ssiinnlleessss  soul,
OOff  tthhiiss  ssoouull  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  suffered  at  the  hands  of  “protectors  of  peace”.
Excerpt from “Death Poem” by Jumah al-Dossari

Omar Khadr, a Canadian national, was 

taken into custody in Afghanistan in July 

2002 when only 15 years old. Instead of 

receiving treatment appropriate for a 

child, as required by international law, 

he was designated as an “enemy combatant” and held in 

harsh conditions in Bagram air base before being 

transferred to Guantánamo, where he remains. He is 

now 22 and facing unfair trial by military commission. 

Sami al Hajj, a Sudanese national, was in Afghanistan in 2001 working as a journalist for al-Jazeera television when he was taken into custody. He was handed over to US forces in January 2002, tortured and otherwise ill-treated in Afghanistan at Bagram air base and Kandahar, and then transferred to Guantánamo in June 2002. He was released nearly six years later without charge.

Jumah al-Dossari, a dual Saudi Arabian/Bahraini national with a young daughter, 
was held at Guantánamo for more than five years without charge. For over 
18 months he was held in solitary confinement in 
Camp 5, for up to 24 hours a day. He was 
transferred to Saudi Arabia in July 2007.



Binyam Mohamed, an Ethiopian 
national and former UK resident 
now aged 30, was arrested at 
Karachi airport in Pakistan in 
April 2002 and handed over to 
US custody three months later. 
He was transferred first to 
Morocco and then to 
Afghanistan, where he says he 
was tortured. In September 
2004 he was flown to 
Guantánamo where he is 
currently held in isolation in 
Guantánamo’s Camp 5.

““IItt  wwaass  ppiittcchh  bbllaacckk,,  nnoo  
lliigghhttss  oonn  iinn  tthhee  rroooommss  
ffoorr  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  ttiimmee..  TThheeyy  hhuunngg  mmee  uupp  ffoorr  ttwwoo  ddaayyss..  MMyy  lleeggss  hhaadd
sswwoolllleenn..  MMyy  wwrriissttss  aanndd  hhaannddss  hhaadd  ggoonnee  nnuummbb..  TThheerree  wwaass  lloouudd
mmuussiicc,,  SSlliimm  SShhaaddyy  [[bbyy  EEmmiinneemm]]  aanndd  DDrr..  DDrree  ffoorr  2200  ddaayyss..  TThheenn
tthheeyy  cchhaannggeedd  tthhee  ssoouunnddss  ttoo  hhoorrrriibbllee  gghhoosstt  llaauugghhtteerr  aanndd  HHaalllloowweeeenn
ssoouunnddss..  AAtt  oonnee  ppooiinntt,,  II  wwaass  cchhaaiinneedd  ttoo  tthhee  rraaiillss  ffoorr  aa  ffoorrttnniigghhtt..  TThhee

CCIIAA  wwoorrkkeedd  oonn  ppeeooppllee,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  mmee,,  ddaayy  aanndd  nniigghhtt..  PPlleennttyy  lloosstt  tthheeiirr  mmiinnddss..  II  ccoouulldd  hheeaarr
ppeeooppllee  kknnoocckkiinngg  tthheeiirr  hheeaaddss  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  wwaallllss  aanndd  tthhee  ddoooorrss,,  ssccrreeaammiinngg  tthheeiirr  hheeaaddss  ooffff..””
Binyam Mohamed to his lawyer

““II  aamm  ssoo  hhaappppyy  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  ssuucchh  aa  lleetttteerr  ffrroomm  tthhee
ppeeooppllee  ffrroomm  JJaappaann……  kknnooww  tthhaatt  yyoouurr  lleetttteerr  iitt
pprreesseennttss  ttoo  mmee  aann  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  tthhaatt  nnoo  mmoonneeyy
ccaann  bbuuyy..  TThhaannkkss  ffoorr  yyoouurr  hheellpp..  II  aapppprreecciiaattee  iitt
lloottss..””
Letter sent by Mustafa Aït Idir to Yoshiko
Koshimizu in December 2007

Mustafa Aït Idir, a Bosnian national, 
has been held at Guantánamo for 
more than six years without 
charge. He says that guards beat 
him, bent his fingers back so they 
broke, and jumped on him leaving 
part of his face paralysed. On 
20 November 2008, a US federal 
judge ordered the government to 
release Mustafa Aït Idir.
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Let  them  bear  the  burddeenn,,  bbeeffoorree  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  bbeeffoorree  hhiissttoorryy,,
Of  this  wasted,  sinlessss  ssoouull,,
Of  this  soul  which  hass  ssuuffffeerreedd  aatt  tthhee  hhaannddss  ooff  ““pprrootteeccttoorrss  ooff  ppeeaaccee””.
Excerpt from “Death Poem” by Jumah al-Dossari

Jumah al-Dossari, a dual Saudi Arabian/Bahraini national with a young daughter, 
was held at Guantánamo for more than five years without charge. For over 
18 months he was held in solitary confinement in 
Camp 5, for up to 24 hours a day. He was 
transferred to Saudi Arabia in July 2007.
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ACT NOW

COUNTER TERROR
WITH JUSTICE

SUPPORT
THE DETAINEES

See above:

Omar Hamzayavich Abdulayev (ISN No.257)

Fawzi Khaled Abdullah Fahad al-Odah (ISN
No.232 – please write in Arabic only)

See centre spread:

Omar Khadr (ISN No.766) and 
Binyam Muhamed (ISN No.1458)

WRITE TO:
Detainee name (ISN No.)
Camp Delta
U.S. Naval Base Guantánamo Bay 
Washington, D.C. 20355
USA

Please write to any or all of the following
Guantánamo detainees, expressing in
your own words your solidarity with
them. Unless otherwise specified,
letters should be written in short and
simple English. 

Thanks to University of Iowa Press for permission to
use extracts from Poems from Guantánamo: The
Detainees Speak, ed. Marc Falkoff, and to Reprieve
for the quote from Binyam Mohamed.

““II  rreecceeiivveedd  113300  lleetttteerrss  wwhheenn  II  wwaass  iinn
ddeetteennttiioonn  ffrroomm  AAmmnneessttyy  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  
ppeeooppllee,,  mmaaiinnllyy  ffrroomm  SSppaaiinn  bbuutt  aallssoo  FFrraannccee  aanndd
IIttaallyy..  II  tthhaannkk  tthheemm  vveerryy  mmuucchh  ffoorr  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  ddiidd..
II  ffeeeell  hhooww  bbiigg  hheellpp  tthheeyy  bbrriinngg  ttoo  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhiiss
ssiittuuaattiioonn..  IItt''ss  aa  ggrreeaatt  jjoobb..””  

Mohammed al-Amin, a Mauritian national transferred from Guantánamo 
to Mauritania in September 2007, speaking to Amnesty International after 
his release.

Abdel Malik Abdel Wahab, a Yemeni national in his twenties and married with

one daughter, was taken into custody in 2001 by officials in Pakistan who 

he says “sold” him to US authorities. Soon after, he was transferred to 

Guantánamo where he says he has been tortured and otherwise ill-treated,

including with threats of transfer to Egypt or Jordan for torture.

““II  wwaanntt  ttoo  iinnffoorrmm  yyoouu  tthhaatt  II  rreecceeiivveedd  yyoouurr  lleetttteerr  oonn  JJuunnee  2266tthh..

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  vveerryy  mmuucchh..  II  rreeaadd  yyoouurr  lleetttteerr  aanndd  iitt  mmaaddee  mmee  vveerryy

hhaappppyy,,  tthhaatt  yyoouu  aarree  wweellll  aanndd  tthhaatt  yyoouu  rreecceeiivveedd  mmyy  lleetttteerr  aanndd  ppoosstt

ccaarrdd..  II  hhooppee  tthhaatt  II  wwiillll  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  sseeee  yyoouurr  pplleeaassaanntt  ffaaccee  aanndd  kkiinndd

ssmmiillee  iinn  tthhee  nneeaarr  ffuuttuurree,,  aanndd  tthheenn  II’’llll  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  aasskk  yyoouu  hhooww  yyoouu

aanndd  yyoouurr  ffaammiillyy  aarree  ddooiinngg..””

Omar Hamzayavich Abdulayev (ISN 257)

Fawzi Khaled Abdullah Fahad al-Odah, 

a Kuwaiti national, says he went to the 

Pakistan-Afghanistan border area in 2001 to do 

charitable work. In September 2001 he fled Afghanistan, hoping 

to return to Kuwait, but was captured in Pakistan by bounty hunters. 

He was handed over to US custody and has been held in 

Guantánamo since 2002 without charge.

Many of the men in Guantánamo
have now been held unlawfully for
over six years. Some have had no
contact with their family; others
receive occasional, often heavily
censored, letters. 

Detainees who have been released
have told Amnesty International
that the letters of solidarity they
receive boosted their morale,
often worn down by the indefinite
nature and the conditions of
detention in Guantánamo.

““IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  eevviiddeennccee  

aaggaaiinnsstt  mmee    tthhaatt  sshhoowwss  II  aamm  aann  eenneemmyy  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  oorr  tthhaatt  II

ffoouugghhtt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess,,  II  aamm  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  ffaaccee  tthhaatt  ttrriiaall..””

Omar Hamzayavich Abdulayev states he was living in a refugee camp near Peshawar, 

when he was arrested In November 2001 in a bazaar by Pakistan intelligence agents. 

He says he was tortured into copying out incriminating documents. He was transferred 

to another prison before being handed over to US custody and flown to Kandahar air 

base in Afghanistan.


