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USA ( Gkl ahonmm) Wanda Jean Allen (f), black, aged 41

Wanda Jean Allen is scheduled to be executed in Cklahoma on 11 January
2001. she was sentenced to death in 1989 for killing her lover, Qoria
Leathers, in Cklahonma City in 1988. Her clenmency hearing before the state
Par don and Parole Board is due to take place on 15 Decenber.

The two wonen, who had met in prison, had a turbulent rel ationship; each
had called the police to their home on nore than one occasion after a
donmestic dispute. GQoria Leathers’ death foll owed a protracted argunent

bet ween the coupl e which began at a |ocal shop, continued at their hone,
and cul nm nated outside a police station. Allen naintained she had acted in
sel f-defence, clainmng that Leathers had struck her in the face with a hand
rake during the confrontation at the house, and that outside the police
station Leathers had again cone at her with the rake. Allen shot Leathers,
who died four days |later on 5 Decenber 1988. The wound to Allen’s face from
the rake was still visible on 6 Decenber, when she was photographed in
jail.

Allen's fam |y approached a | awer known to them Believing that this was
not a capital case, he agreed to take it for a fee of $5,000. The famly
made an initial payment of $800. The state then charged Wanda Jean Allen
with first-degree murder and announced that it would seek the death
penalty. The | awer asked the judge to allow himto withdraw fromthe case
on the grounds that he did not have the resources to represent a capita
defendant. He had |l earned that the famly was unable to pay for an

i nvestigator or any other expert to aid in the defence, and that they could
not pay himthe renmining $4,200 either. He offered to act as co-counsel

for free, if a public defender was appointed as | ead counsel. The
prosecuti on opposed the lawer’s notion, and the court refused to allow him
to withdraw. He was therefore forced to defend Wanda Jean Allen on a tota
payment of $800, with no co-counsel, no investigator and no resources to
hire expert wi tnesses. Furthernore, this was his first capital case.

Evi dence that Leathers had a history of violent conduct, and that she had
stabbed a woman to death in Tulsa in 1979, was central to the self-defence
argunment at Allen’s trial. Allen testified that she feared Leathers because
she had boasted to her about the killing. The defence sought to corroborate
this claimwi th testinmny from Leathers’ nother, whom Leathers had told
about the stabbing. However, the prosecution objected, and the court

prohi bited the introduction of any such testinmony. Although the state knew
about the Tul sa stabbing, the prosecutor told the jury: “Regardl ess of how
many tines [the defence] tells you that Goria Leathers... killed
sonmeone... that's just fromthe defendant’s nmouth al one that you heard that
testi mony. Pl ease renenber that, fromthe defendant’s nouth al one that you
heard that testinony.” The prosecutor had already depicted Allen as a
renorsel ess liar. For exanple, noting that Allen had cried throughout the
trial, the prosecutor suggested to the jury that her crying was insincere
and a further sign that she was |ying.

In a 1991 affidavit, the defence | awer stated that after the trial he had
| earned that when Allen was 15 years old, her 1Q had been neasured at 69,
and that the doctor who exam ned her had recomrended a neurol ogi ca
assessnment because she mmnifested synptons of brain damage. The | awyer
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stated “I did not search for any nedical or psychol ogi cal records or seek
expert assistance” for use at the trial

A psychol ogi st conducted a conprehensive eval uati on of Wanda Jean Allen in
1995 and found “clear and convinci ng evidence of cognitive and sensori -

nmot or deficits and brain dysfunction” possibly linked to an adol escent head
injury. At the age of 12, Allen had been hit by a truck and knocked
unconsci ous, and at 14 or 15 she had been stabbed in the left tenple. He
found that Allen’s “intellectual abilities are markedly inpaired”, and that
her 1Q was 80. He found “particularly significant |eft henisphere
dysfunction”, inpairing her “conprehension, her ability to logically
express herself, her ability to anal yse cause and effect relationships..”.
He al so concluded that Allen was “nore chronically vul nerable than others
to becom ng di sorgani zed by everyday stresses - and thus nore vulnerable to
a loss of control under stress”.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Since the USA resuned executions in 1977, 677 prisoners have been put to
death, including five wonen: Velna Barfield (North Carolina, 1984); Karla
Faye Tucker (Texas, 1998); Judy Buenoano (Florida, 1998), Betty Lou Beets
(Texas, 2000) and Christina Riggs (Arkansas, 2000). The last African

Ameri can worman put to death in the USA was reportedly Betty Butler in Ohio
in 1954. The |ast worman to be executed in Okl ahoma was Dora Wight in 1903.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send faxes/express/airmil letters in English or
your own | anguage, in your own words, using the follow ng guidelines:

- expressing synpathy for the fanmily and friends of Goria Leathers, and
expl ai ning that you are not seeking to condone the way she died;

- expressing concern that Wanda Jean Allen’s trial |awer did not have the
resources, investigative or expert, to be able to adequately represent a
capital defendant at either the conviction or sentencing stage;

- noting that the jury heard no evidence about Wanda Jean Allen’'s
significant nental inpairnents, as revealed in post-conviction evaluations,
and that such evidence was relevant to culpability and as mtigation;

- pointing out that the execution of the nentally inpaired and those denied
adequate | egal representation contravenes international standards;

- (before 15 Decenber) urging the Board to reconmend that the governor
grant cl enency;

- (after 15 Decenber) appealing to the governor to do all in his power and
i nfluence to stop this execution.

APPEALS TO

To arrive before 15 Decenber:

Pardon and Parol e Board

4040 North Lincoln, Suite 219, Oklahoma City, OK 73105, USA
Fax: + 1 405 427 6648

Sal ut ati on: Dear Board Menbers

After 15 Decenber:

Governor Frank Keating

Capitol Building, Oklahoma City, OK 73105, USA
Fax: + 1 405 521 3353

E-mai | : gover nor @Kkl aosf. st ate. ok. us

Sal ut ati on: Dear Governor



COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of USA accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



