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VENEZUELA Pendn i ndi genous people in San Rafael de Kanoiran
Juan Ramdn LEZAMA
Si | vi ano CASTRO

Pemdn i ndi genous peopl e protesting against the construction of an
electricity supply network in Venezuela' s Gran Sabana regi on have been
harassed by sol diers, and one person has been severely ill-treated. Anmesty
International fears for their safety.

In the early hours of 29 Decenber 2000, Juan Ranbn Lezama was reportedly
hel d by the neck and beaten by two soldiers till he fell unconscious. On
regai ni ng consci ousness, he attenpted to escape but was chased by the

sol diers. He ended up tangled in sone barbed wire where he was deliberately
left. He apparently suffered injuries to his neck, arnms and | egs. Annesty

I nternational does not know whether he remmins in detention

The incident took place after the arny reportedly began keeping the Pendn

i ndi genous conmunity of San Rafael de Kainmoran in the municipality of G an
Sabana, Bolivar state, under routine surveillance in |ate Decenber 2000.
Troops first visited the community on 26 Decenber, offering the inhabitants
free food. The comunity rejected the offer in the belief that it was an
attenpt to persuade them to abandon their canpai gn against the construction
of a major electrical power line in the region. Over the follow ng three
days, troops returned to the comunity where they interrogated conmunity
menbers and confiscated work-tools. They al so surrounded the hone of
Silviano Castro, the head (cacique) of the community.

Menbers of the conmunity have said that the continuing harassnent by the
arnmy “takes place on our own territory and affects our daily life, our
culture and our safety” (“occurre en nuestro propio territorio y afecta
nuestra vida cotidiana, nuestra cultura y nuestra seguridad”).

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Pemdn i ndi genous people are protesting against the construction of an
electricity supply network (tendido el éctrico) running pylons and high
vol t age cabl es across Venezuel a’s Canai ma National Park, |mataca Forest
Reserve and the Gran Sabana region. Wrk on the network began in 1997
foll owi ng an agreenent for Venezuela to supply northern Brazil with
electricity.

Penbn i ndi genous people protesting agai nst the construction of the network
have been subjected to acts of intimdation. In October 2000, Ammesty
International issued an Urgent Action on another Penmdn indi genous
comunity, Santa Cruz de Maupari, after inhabitants there received death
threats (See UA 332/00, AMR 53/14/00, 30 Cctober 2000).

The Venezuel an Constitution adopted in 1999 includes provisions for the
protecti on of indigenous people and their environment. It also provides for
the protection of human rights, and states that international human rights
treaties and conventions are an integral part of the rule of lawin
Venezuel a.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmnai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern about reports that Juan Ramdn Lezanmm was detai ned and
beaten by soldiers on 29 Decenber 2000 in San Rafael de Kainoran in the
nmuni ci pality of Gran Sabana, Bolivar state;

- urging that if he is still in custody, he be charged with a recogni zabl e
crimnal offence or be i mmediately rel eased;

- calling for a prompt and i ndependent investigation into his alleged ill-
treatment, for the findings to be made public and for those responsible to
be brought to justice;

- expressing concern for the safety of all nenbers of San Rafael de

Kai nor an, includi ng Juan Randn Lezanmm and Silviano Castro, and urging the
authorities to take the necessary steps to guarantee their safety.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent of the Republic

Sr. Hugo Chavez Frias

Presidente de |l a Republica Bolivariana de Venezuel a

Pal aci o de Mraflores

Esqui na de Bol ero

Av. Urdaneta

Caracas, Venezuel a

Fax: + 582 806 3101/ 3325 (It may be difficult getting through to
this nunmber. Pl ease be patient and keep trying)

Sal ut ation: Sefior Presidente

M nister of the Interior and Justice
Sr. Luis Alfonso Davila

M nistro del Interior y Justicia

M nisterio del Interior y Justicia
Aveni da Urdaneta Esqui na de Pl at ana
Edificio Interior y Justicia
Despacho del M nistro, piso tres
Caracas, Venezuel a

Fax: + 582 861 1967/ 0363

Sal utation: Sefior Mnistro

COPI ES TO

| ndi genous rights organisation
AM GRANSA

Apartado Postal 50460,

Caracas 1050-A

Venezuel a

and to diplomatic representatives of Venezuela accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 February 2001



