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UA 111/00 Fear for safety/Possible extrajudicial executions 8 May 2000

VENEZUELA Doni s Robert RAM REZ Pl RONA (fear for safety)
Geralt Nazareht GARCI A (17)(killed)
Qui | | ernmina del CARVEN COLMENARES (f) (ki ll ed)

Pol i ce have reportedly threatened to kill Donis Robert Ranirez Pirona,
after he saw them shoot Geralt Nazareht Garcia. Another witness,

Guill erm na del Carnen Col nenares, was shot and fatally wounded at the
scene.

On 8 April 2000 Donis Ranmirez was outside his hone in the Nuevo Horizonte
district of the capital, Caracas, talking to CGeralt Garcia. Five Policia
Metropolitana (Metropolitan Police) officers approached, one of whomfired
his gun in the air. Geralt Garcia ran away, and as he ran Donis Ranirez saw
the police open fire, hitting himin the back. The police caught himin
Araguaney street and shot himin the head several tines, killing him

Peopl e living nearby heard the shots and | ooked out of their w ndows. The
police saw they were being watched and opened fire, fatally woundi ng
Quillermna del Carnmen Col menares.

Q her officers had handcuffed Donis Ranmirez, and they took himaway in a
car and gave himwhat is known as “un recorrido”, in which police drive
det ai nees around, intimdating or threatening to kill them The officers
warned Donis Ramirez that if he conpl ai ned about the shootings, they woul d
“literally disappear himoff the face of the Earth” (seria desaparecido
literalnmente del mapa). Before they et himgo, the police said they would
be wat chi ng him

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

Over the years Amesty International has received hundreds of conplaints
about abuses by the Venezuel an security forces, including allegations of
extrajudicial executions. The victins are mainly crimnal suspects,
civilians protesting agai nst governnent measures and people living in
shanty towns and poor nei ghbourhoods. Those responsible for these gross
abuses are al nost never brought to justice.

In February 1999, Col onel Hugo Chavez Frias becane President of Venezuel a.
H s government - which cane to office against a background of serious
econom ¢ problenms and official corruption - prom sed radi cal changes,

i ncl udi ng measures to strengthen the protection of human rights. A new
Constitution, which cane into effect |ast Decenber, included the
recognition of the right to life and personal integrity.

Ammesty International has wel comed statenents from Presi dent Chavez's
admnistration that the rule of |law and the protection of human rights,

i ncluding tackling the problem of inpunity, are central to its program
However, the organisation has pointed out that to nmake the defense and
pronotion of human rights a reality will require |legislative

adm ni strative and other nmeasures, backed by the necessary political wll
and resources. This includes ensuring that victins are able to file a
conplaint without feeling that they will suffer reprisals.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:
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- expressing concern for the safety of Donis Robert Ranirez Pirona and at
the reported killing by the Metropolitan Police on 8 April 2000 of Geralt
Nazareht Garcia and Quillerm na del Carnen Col nmenares;

- requesting i medi ate neasures be taken to guarantee the life and
integrity of Donis Ramirez, after Metropolitan Police officers threatened
to kill himwhen he wi tnessed the shooting of Geralt Nazareth Garcia in the
district of Nuevo Horizonte, Caracas;

- requesting a pronpt and i ndependent investigation into the death threats
and the two killings, that the findings be nade public and those
responsi bl e be brought to justice.

APPEALS TO

President of the Republic

Coronel Hugo Chavez Frias

Presidente de | a Republica Bolivariana de Venezuel a
Pal acio de Mrafl ores

Car acas, Venezuel a

Fax: + 58 2 806 3102

Tel ex: 21161 M RAF VC

Sal utation: Estinmado Presidente/Dear President

Attorney General

Dr. Javier Elechiguerra

Fi scal General de |a Republica

Fi scalia General de |a Republica

Par que Carabobo, Av. Universidad

Caracas, Venezuel a

Fax: + 58 2 577 2144 (Ask for fax tone: “Por favor, ne da tono de
fax”)
+ 58 2 576 4419

Sal utation: Dear Attorney General/ Estimado Fiscal General

COPI ES TO

Human rights organi zation

Red de Apoyo por la Justiciay Paz
Apartado Postal 17.476

Par que Centra

Caracas 1015-A, Venezuel a

and to diplonmatic representatives of Venezuela accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 18 June 2000.



