PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 53/09/99

UA 234/ 99 1l -treatnent/Fear for safety 6 Septenber 1999

VENEZUELA James Ml es ] British citizens
Paul Loseby ]

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of British prisoners
James M| es and Paul Loseby, who have reportedly been beaten and threatened
by prison guards who demanded noney fromthemin Yare | prison, Valles de
Toy, 60km from Caracas

On 27 August 1999 Janes M| es and Paul Loseby were woken at 6.30 am by two
pri son guards; they had been sleeping in a cell on the ground floor, which
is reportedly safer than the first floor, where they normally sleep. The
guards took themupstairs to a roomoff the main corridor, and asked them
for nmoney, in front of other inmtes. Wien they said they did not have any
noney, the guards told themto take their trousers down and said they would
be beaten if they did not pay. They refused, and repeated that they did not
have any noney. The prison guards then put guns to their heads and stripped
them They were both beaten with a peinilla, a type of sword with a flat

bl ade about 90cm | ong and 15cm wi de. Janes M| es suffered bruises and
welts; Paul Loseby was bl eeding, and was subsequently seen by two doctors,
one fromthe prison and the other independent.

The two nen i mmediately called the British enbassy fromthe public

tel ephone in the jail. An enbassy official arrived and a fornmal conpl aint

was nmade to the prison governor. The governor told themthat unfortunately
he did not know who the prison guards were who had carried out the attack

and that he could not find them

Since then James M| es and Paul Loseby they have been verbally threatened
by the prison guards. They say that in the overcrowded prison inmates are
regularly killed, attacked or threatened by other inmates and prison

of ficials.

On 2 Septenber riots broke out in both Yare | and Yare Il jails. One inmate
was killed and another injured. By evening i nmates had al nost total contro
of both jails. It had been expected that under the new Cddi go Organico
Procesal Penal, Organic Penal Code, introduced in July 1999, prisoners who
had been held wi thout charge for nore than two years woul d be rel eased, and
the riot was reportedly organi sed as a protest when this did not happen

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty International has been concerned for a nunber of years that prison
conditions in Venezuela constitute cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent
(see The Eclipse of Human Rights, AMR 53/07/93). Violence is endem c, and
conditions are harsh, with severe overcrowdi ng, the use of punishnment
cells, inadequate food, deplorable sanitary conditions, |ack of proper

medi cal care and security neasures, and a lack of rehabilitation
progranmmes. The authorities have acknow edged the grave situation in many
pri sons but have done nothing effective to address it.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmil
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:



- calling for a pronmpt, full and independent investigation into the beating
and intimdation of Janes M| es and Paul Loseby, and for the perpetrators
to be brought to justice;

- calling for nmeasures to be taken to ensure the safety of the two nmen and
for themto receive adequate nedi cal care as necessary;

- calling for a full investigation into prison conditions at Yare |I and
Yare Il Prisons, Valles del Toy, Mranda State.
APPEALS TO

Presi dent of the Republic of Venezuela
Coronel Hugo Chavez Frias

Presidente de | a Republica de Venezuel a
Pal aci o de Mraflores

Caracas, Venezuel a

Tel egranms: Presidente, Caracas, Venezuel a
Fax: + 58 2 806 3102

Sal utation: Sefior Presidente

M nister of Justice

Dr. Luis M quel ena

M nistro de Justicia

M nisterio de Justicia
Torre Norte, piso 18

Centro Sindn Bol i var
Caracas, Venezuel a

Fax: + 58 2 484 9522
Sal utation: Sefior Mnistro

M nister of Hone Affairs

I gnhaci o Luis Arcaya

M nistro de Rel aciones Interiores

M nisterio de Rel aciones Interiores

Carnelitas a Santa Capilla

Caracas, Venezuel a

Telegrams: Mnisterio Relaciones Interiores, Caracas, Venezuel a
Fax: + 58 2 861 0363

Tel ex: 29694 MRI

Sal utation: Sefior Mnistro

Director of Prisons

José Angel Rodriguez
Director de Prisiones

M ni sterio de Justicia
Direcci 6n de Prisones
Torre Norte, piso 22,
Caracas, Venezuel a

Sal ut ati on: Sefior Director

COPI ES TO

Dai |l y newspaper

El Naci ona

Sefiora Al ba Sanchez

Jefa de Redacci 6n

Edi f. El Naciona

Puent e Nuevo a Puerto Escondi do




Car acas, Venezuel a
Fax: + 582 408 3181/408 3330/ 408 3392

and to diplomatic representatives of Venezuela accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 31 October 1999.



