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UA 247/ 00 Possi bl e extrajudicial execution/
Fear for safety 18 August 2000
VENEZUELA Dayana (real nane José Luis Nieves)(Killed)

Transgendered community in Val encia, Carabobo State

On 29 July 2000, José Luis N eves, a transgendered person known as Dayana, was
killed inthe city of Val encia, Carabobo State, in circunstances that suggest
she was the victim of an extrajudicial execution. Follow ng this nurder,
Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of other menbers of
Val enci a’ s transgendered conmunity, who are reportedly at constant risk of
harassment, ill-treatnment and arbitrary detention

According to information recei ved by Aitmesty I nternational, on 29 July two nen
cane to Dayana’'s room at the guest house in Valencia where she lived and
fatally shot her. At the time of her nurder, she was still suffering from
pel | et wounds sustai ned during an earlier shooting by a state police officer.

On 9 August 2000, Pocahontas (real name Ronny Yosmar Aquino) and La CQuajira
(real nane Al exis Medina), two of Dayana’ s young, transgendered friends, were
reportedly detained without a judicial order by Carabobo Police. They were
forced to get undressed in the street and severely beaten. They were then held
i n incommuni cado detention and were not all owed access to a | awyer, to nmedica
attentionor totheir famlies. Days |ater, both were freed but Pocahont as was
detai ned again and is now being held at Valencia's Police Headquarters.

At the beginning of July 2000, La Corto Circuito and La Milera, two other
nmenbers of Valencia's transgendered comunity, were detained by police in
Val encia for 8 days without a judicial order. During their detention, they
were held in extrenely poor conditions. They had to sleep on the floor and to
buy food as the neals they were given contained worns.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

According to Amesty International’s information, transgendered people are
frequently harassed by police in Val encia. Police abuse transgendered peopl e
by forcibly cutting their hair and nails. Police sonmetinmes detain them and
force themto perform sexual acts in return for release. |If they refuse,
police will dunp them sem -naked at sone distance fromthe city in order to
hum liate them

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the killing of José Luis N eves (Dayana) in
ci rcunmst ances suggesting that this was an extrajudicial execution

- calling onthe authorities to carry out a full and pronpt investigationinto
the murder and ensure that those responsi ble are brought to justice;

- expressing concern at the continuing harassment and unwarranted detention
of transgendered people in Carabobo State;

- stressing that everyone is entitled to the protection of the | aw, regardl ess
of their sexual orientation

- urging the authorities to take effective nmeasures to ensure the safety of
transgendered people in Carabobo State.

APPEALS TO
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Governor of the State of Carabobo
Sr. Henrique Fernando Sal as Feo
Cober nador del Estado de Carabobo
Pal aci o de Gobi erno

Calle Montes de Cca con calle Paez

Val enci a

Est ado Carabobo, Venezuel a

Fax: + 584 157 0783

Sal ut ati on: Dear Governor / Estinmado Sr. CGober nador

Commander of the Police Forces in Carabobo
Coronel Ricardo Sal vador Hernandez Lanz
Comandant e Genera

Comandanci a General de la Policia

Aveni da Navas Espi nol as

entre Paseo Cabriales y Martin Tovar

Val enci a

Est ado de Carabobo, Venezuel a

Fax: + 584 159 5940 (If voice answers, say: "Por favor, tono
de fax)

Sal ut ati on: Dear Commander General / Estinmado Conandante Cenera

Mnister of the Interior and Justice

Sr. Luis Alfonso Davila

Mnistro del Interior y Justicia

Mnisterio del Interior y Justicia

Torre Norte, piso 18

Centro Si nmon Bol i var

Caracas, Venezuel a

Fax: + 582 861 1967

Sal ut ati on: Dear Mnister / Estinmado Sr. Mnistro

Attorney General of the Republic

Dr. Javier Elechiguerra

Fi scal General de la

Republ i ca

Fi scalia General de |a Republica

Av. Mexico esquina Pele el Go a Msericordia

Edificio del Mnisterio Piublico frente a |a Plaza Parque Carabobo
Caracas, Venezuel a

Fax: + 582 577 2144 (1f voice answers, say: "Por favor, tono
de fax)

Sal ut ati on: Dear Attoney General / Estinmado Fiscal Genera

COPI ES TO

Human Ri ghts O gani zations

Acci on G udadana Contra el Sida
Av. Romul o Gal | egos

Ed. Maracay, Piso 11, Apto 21
El Marques, Caracas

Venezuel a
Tel / f ax: + 582 232 7938
E-mail : accsi @cs. i nternet.ve

Respeto a | a Personalidad
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and to diplonmatic representatives of VENEZUELA accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 29 Septenber 2000.



