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AUSTRALIA  Sadiq Shek Elmi, aged 38

Sadiq Shek EImi, a Somali asylum-seeker, faces imminent
deportation to Somdiawhere his life would be serioudy at
risk due to his membership to the persecuted minority Shika
community.

Sadiq Shek EImi has exhaugted dl legd avenues of seeking
Australias protection and has been advised by the authorities
that his deportation isimminent.

If Sadiq Shek Elmi isreturned, he may be at risk, immediately
upon his arrival, of being arbitrarily detained, kidnapped,
tortured or extrgudicidly executed by clan militiasin

control of the airport and other areas. Mot surviving
members of the smal and physicdly distinct Shikd community
have aready fled the country -- with no foreseeable prospect
of safe return and redtitution.

The minority Shikd (or Sheikd) community in Somdiais
particularly vulnerable as they have no armed militiato
protect them againgt continuing massve human rights abuses
within the context of Somalias civil wars, including

arbitrary and deliberate killings, torture, and kidnappings.
Sadiq Shek Elmi'sfather, a Shika community eder, and his
brother were killed in Mogadishu, their home town, in 1991
after hisfather reportedly refused to "give' one of his sons
to the Hawiye militia His Sster committed suicide in 1994
asaresult of multiple rape by Hawiye dan militia

Sadig Shek EImi fled Somalia fearing degth at the hands of
militias now controlling most of Mogadishu. He sought asylum
on arrival in Augtrdiaon 2 October 1997 and has since been
held in immigration detention near Melbourne. Heis
reportedly held in isolation and unable to contact anyone

except hislawyer.

In March Sadiq Shek EImi's asylum clam was rgjected by the



government. After this he gppealed unsuccessfully to the
Audrdian Refugee Review Tribund and the Miniger for
Immigration. At the vita tribuna hearing he was

unrepresented by hislawyer. On 16 November thelastina
series of Audraian High Court injunctions preventing

deportation was lifted. A communication with the UN Committee
Agang Torture in Geneva has now been filed on his behdf.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Amnesty Internationa has documented massive human rights
abuses in Somdia since 1991 within the context of the civil
wars. Three years after the United Nations withdrawa from the
country in 1995, the former Somai Republicisdill a
collapsed state without a central government and with no
recognized or effective adminigtration, security or rule of

law. Human rights abuses by clan-based militias continue, such
as arbitrary and ddliberate killings, torture including rape,

and kidnappings. Minority communities like the Shika (or
Sheikd), along-established Idamic religious community who
are outsde the main clan dructure, are particularly

vulnerable because they lack protection by armed militias.

The Austrdian Government continues to advise its citizens to
avoid travdling to Somdia, dating that "dl of Somdiais
dangerous'.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send
telegrams/faxes/expressarmall lettersin English or your own
languege:

- urging the Audrdian authorities not to forcibly return

Sadig Shek Elmi to Somdia where he would be at risk of
serious human rights violations, in particular torture or
extrgudicia execution;

- urging them to abide by their obligations under Article 3 of
the Convention againg Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Trestment or Punishment, to which Audrdiaisa
party, which states that no person can be returned to another
date where "there are substantial grounds for believing he
would be in danger of being subjected to torture”.

- noting that the Austrdian government is bound by the
internationaly- recognized principle of "non-refoulement”,
aso endhrined in Article 33 of the Convention relating to the



Status of Refugees, which prohibits states from forcibly
returning people to countries where they risk serious human
rights violations.

APPEALSTO:

The Hon. Philip Ruddock MP

Minigter for Immigration and Multiculturd Affairs
Parliament House

Canberra

ACT 2600

Audrdia

Tdegrans  Immigration Minigter, Canberra, Audrdia
Faxes. + 61262734144

Sdutation:  Dear Miniger

The Hon. Alexander Downer MP

Miniger for Foreign Affairs

Parliament House

Canberra

ACT 2600

Audrdia

Tedegrans.  Foreign Minigter, Canberra, Audrdia
Faxes. + 61262734112

E-mail: A.Downer.MP@ahp.gov.au

Sdutation:  Dear Minister

COPIESTO:

Mr. Jahanshah Assadi

Regiond Representative United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees

9 Terrigd Crescent

OMadley

Canberra

ACT 2606

Faxes. + 6126290 1315

and to diplomatic representatives of Australia accredited to
your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALSIMMEDIATELY. Check with the Internationd
Secretariat, or your section office, if sending appedls after
5 December 1998.



