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UA 314/01 Pri soner of Conscience/ Fear of torture 11 Decenber 2001

BANGLADESH Shahriar Kabir (n), journalist

Pri soner of conscience and journalist, Shahriar Kabir was renoved fromthe
Central jail in the capital Dhaka, on 10 Decenber by pl ai ncl ot hes
policemen. He is reportedly being interrogated at an undi scl osed detention
centre and is at risk of torture and ill-treatnent.

Shahriar Kabir was arrested on 22 Novenber by nenbers of the Special Branch
Pol i ce Force, upon his return from Kol kata, India, where he had been

i nterview ng H ndus who had recently fled persecution in Bangl adesh. The
police seized his passport, five video cassettes, 13 audi o cassettes, three
CDs, several unprocessed filnms and his canera. In a press rel ease of 24
Novenber, the governnent clai mhe was detai ned because “...it was later
found that the videos contain objectionable and m sl eadi ng statenents that
are detrimental to communal harnony and subversive of the state”, and al so
because Shahriar Kabir “....was involved in tarnishing the i nage of

Bangl adesh and of the governnent in the outside world”.

The next day, the police asked the court to remand Shahriar Kabir into
police custody for further interrogation. This was granted, but the court
stayed the remand order for two weeks. Shahriar Kabir was subsequently sent
to Dhaka Central Jail under the Special Powers Act, which allows an

i ndi vidual to be detained on unspecified charges.

On 1 Decenber, the Bangl adesh H gh Court asked the governnent to explain
wi thin one week why Shahriar Kabir's detention was not illegal. The ruling
followed a wit petition by his lawers challenging his detention

On 9 Decenber, the government reportedly directed the police to file a
conpl ai nt agai nst hi munder section 123A (condemnation of the creation of
state and advocacy of the abolition of its sovereignty), section 124A
(sedition) and section 505A (prejudicial act by words or other neans) of

t he Bangl adesh Penal Code. The next day, Shahriar Kabir was taken to an
undi scl osed detention centre for interrogation. He has not yet however,
been formal |y charged.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Shahriar Kabir has been taken to an undi scl osed
detention centre with no access to lawers or famly visits;

- expressing concern that he may be subjected to torture;

- urging the governnent to nmake his whereabouts public and allow his
lawyers and family to visit him

- urging the governnent to release himinmedi ately and unconditionally as
he is a prisoners of conscience detained for the peaceful exercise of his
right to freedom of expression

APPEALS TO

Prime M nister Begum Khal eda Zi a

Ofice of the Prime Mnister

Gona Bhaban

Sher - e Bangl a Nagar

Dhaka, Bangl adesh

Tel egranms: Prine Mnister Zia, Dhaka, Bangl adesh



2

Fax: +880 2 811 3243
Sal utation: Dear Prine Mnister

M Nurul Huda

| nspector General of Police

Pol i ce Headquarters

Ful bari a

Dhaka, Bangl adesh

Tel egrans: | nspector General Huda, Ful baria, Dhaka, Bangl adesh
Fax: +880 2 956 3362

Sal utation: Dear Sir

COPI ES TO
Di pl omatic representatives of Bangl adesh accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 22 January 2002.



