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UA 218/ 92 Fear of "Di sappearance" 30 June 1992

Bhut an H B Sapkot a

Amesty International has recently been made aware of the possible

"di sappearance” of H B Sapkota. He is a married man with five children who
ran a cycle repair shop in Geyl egphug, southern Bhutan. H B Sapkota was
arrested on suspicion of involvenent in "anti-national activities" in

Sept enber 1990 but Ammesty International is not aware that he has been
charged or tried. Since his arrest H B Sapkota's fanily have not been
permtted to visit himand conflicting information concerning his current
fate or whereabouts have given rise to concern that he nmay have died in
custody, possibly as a result of torture or ill-treatnent.

H B Sapkota was arrested on 4 Septenmber 1990 by Assam police froma house
he was visiting in Dadghari, Assam India. On the same day he was
reportedly handed over to the Bhutan police. It is not clear where he was
t aken subsequently but two days later he is reported to have been
transferred to Thinphu Central Jail. Fromthere, one report says HB
Sapkota was noved to a detention place at Gasa. During the whol e period of
his detention, his relatives were not allowed to visit himor correspond
with him

On 1 January 1992 H B Sapkota was seen being brought to Thi nphu Hospital
wearing shackl es and apparently in a very weak state. The cause of his
weakness is not known to Amesty International. The follow ng norning a
former prisoner saw that H B Sapkota's bed was enpty. Hospital staff told
this prisoner that H B Sapkota had died in the night.

In March 1992 the wife of H B Sapkota returned to Bhutan from Nepal, where
she had been living in a refugee canp, to seek clarification of what had
happened to her husband. She made inquiries at Dadmakha and Gayl egphug
police stations. Oficers at Dadmakha police station accepted fromher a
package of clothes for H B Sapkota. But on the next day they returned the
package saying that he could not be traced. Ms Sapkota then visited the
police station in Gayl egphug where an officer confirmed that H B Sapkota
was not being held there but agreed to inquire as to his whereabouts. Six
days later, the officer told Ms Sapkota that her husband was in good
health and that she need not worry about him but he did not tell her where
he was being held. Ms Sapkota also tried to make inquiries with the Chief
of Police in Thinphu but was unable to nmeet him

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Amesty I nternational has beconme concerned since Septenber 1990 about



reports of human rights violations occurring in the south of Bhutan. These
vi ol ati ons have taken place in the context of protests by Nepali-speaking
Bhut anese agai nst the governnent's policy of national cultural integration
on the basis of northern Bhutanese traditions and culture and the
application of the 1985 Citizenship Act. Amesty International has

coll ected evidence of arbitrary arrests, ill-treatnment and torture,
particularly in the period after denonstrations in Septenber 1990.
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Of particular concern with respect to the case of H B Sapkota, is the fact
that Amesty International has received informati on about several other

pri soners who are reported to have died in detention during 1991, as a
result of ill-treatnent or torture or due to receiving either inadequate
nmedi cal treatnent or no treatment at all for illnesses contracted during

i mpri sonment. Concern that prisoners are not always treated in accordance
with international standards is heightened by the Bhutanese government's
consistent refusal to reveal the places of detention in which prisoners are
hel d.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tlegrans/faxes and airmail letters:

- expressing concern that H B Sapkota's relatives have not been informed of
his fate or whereabouts since his detention in Septenber 1990;

- urging the authorities to i Mmedi ately seek to establish the whereabouts
of H B Sapkota and asking that you be inforned of the results of the
i nvestigation;

- seeking assurances that adequate nmedical treatnment is available to al
prisoners, in accordance with Article 22 of the UN Standard M ni mum Rul es
for the Treatnment of Prisoners.

APPEALS TO

1) Hi s Excellency Lyonpo Dago Tsering Sal utation: Dear Mnister
M ni ster of Home Affairs

M nistry of Home Affairs

Tashi chchodzong

Thi mphu

Bhut an

Tel egranms: Honme Affairs Mnister Tsering, Thinphu, Bhutan

2) Col onel Tandi n Donji Sal utation: Dear Col one
Chi ef of Royal Bhutan Police

Royal Bhutan Police Headquarters

Zhi I nen Nangyel |ing

Thi mphu

Bhut an

Tel egranms: Royal Bhutan Police Chief Donji, Thinphu, Bhutan

3) His Excellency Lyonpo Dawa Tsering Sal utation: Dear Mnister
M ni ster of Foreign Affairs and

Secretary of the Council of Mnisters

M nistry of Foreign Affairs



Tashi chchodzong

Thi mphu

Bhut an

Tel egrams: Foreign Affairs Mnister Tsering, Thinphu, Bhutan
Faxes: + 975 22 459

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TGO diplonmatic representatives of Bhutan

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretari at
or your section office if sending appeals after 10 August 1992



