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Further information on 218/92 (ASA 14/02/92, 30 June 1992) - Fear of
" Di sappear ance”

BHUTAN: H B Sapkot a

Amesty International has recently been informed by a governnent officia
that H B Sapkota, who was feared to have "di sappeared” while in custody,
died in Thinphu Hospital in the early hours of 2 January 1992, while in

police custody.

H B Sapkota had been arrested on 4 Septenber 1990 on suspicion of

i nvol venent in "anti-national activities". On 1 January 1992 H B Sapkota
was seen in Thinmphu Hospital, wearing shackles and apparently in a very
weak state, by another prisoner. The followi ng norning the other prisoner
was informed by hospital staff that H B Sapkota had died in the night.
However, when H B Sapkota's wife returned to Bhutan from Nepal in March
1992 to seek clarification of what had happened to her husband she was
informed by a police officer in Gayl egphug that H B Sapkota was in good
heal t h.

Copi es of some of H B Sapkota's nedical records have been provided to
Amesty International by the governnment. According to these, prior to his
adm ssion to hospital H B Sapkota had been suffering from stomach and chest
pain and fever, and he was di agnosed as havi ng hypertensi on. Wen finally
admitted to Thi nphu Hospital on 28 Decenber 1991 he was di agnosed as having
typhoi d. The nedical records given to Amesty International show no

evi dence of H B Sapkota having been ill-treated or neglected, although an

i ndependent doctor who studied the docunents for Ammesty Internationa

poi nted out that inadequate diet or poor prison conditions nay have

contributed to his ill-health. The doctor also stated that H B Sapkota
appeared to have often been given "inappropriate and ineffectual nedica
care". It is not clear to Amesty International whether a post-nortem was

carried out and, if so, what the outcone of it was.

A governnent official confirmed that the normal procedures for informng
the next of kin of a person who has died in custody were not followed in
the case of H B Sapkota. He stressed that local officials, with whom
responsibility for this task apparently |ay, have been repri manded.

No further action is required in this case. Thank you to all those who sent
appeal s.



