EXTERNAL Al I ndex: ASA 14/03/97

UA 281/ 97 Fear of Torture / 1l1l Treatnent 20 August 1997

BHUTAN Gyant sho, aged 18, Buddhi st nonk, son of Tshogye
Sangay Phunt sho, aged 29, religious teacher, son of Dorji
Tandi n Wangchuk, aged 23, Buddhi st nonk, son of Gatuk
Ki nzang Chophel, Buddhi st nmonk, son of Tan Dorji
Sonam Tobgyel, aged 19, farnmer, son of Karma Gyamt sho

There are fears that the above-naned nen, currently held in inconmmuni cado
detention in Samdrup Jonkhar district, are at risk of torture or ill-
treatment.

Gyant sho, a nmonk at Kheri Gonpa Monastery in Pema Gatshel district, was
arrested on 29 July 1997. Sangay Phuntsho, Tandi n Wangchuk and Ki nzang
Chophel , also from Kheri Gonpa Monastery, were arrested on 1 August. Sonham
Tobgyel was arrested at his village, Shumar, in Pema Gatshel district on 11
August. Sangay Phuntsho has reportedly been detained for informng others
about the arrest at the nonastery of his colleague, Kinzang Dorji, on 27
July (see UA 241/97, 28 July 1997). None of the detai nees has yet been
charged and or given access to a jabm (legal adviser) or relatives.

There is a suspicion that the men nmay have been arrested because of their
al | eged support of the Druk National Congress (DNC) and the United Front
for Denocracy (UFD), two political organizations set up outside Bhutan
Reportedly, they are al so supporters of Rongthong Kunley Dorji, the founder
of the DNC and chairperson of UFD. Rongthong Kunley Dorji is currently
detained in India where he is opposing his extradition to Bhutan. Anmesty
International fears that, as a result of their actual or suspected

menber ship of the DNC/ UFD and associ ati on with Rongthong Kunley Dorji, the
men may be tortured or ill-treated in an attenpt to extract the nanmes of

ot her DNC/ UFD supporters. These fears are heightened by recent reports
that three other people, also suspected of being supporters of these
political organizations, arrested in the first week of August in Tashi gang
district, were tortured before being released. One of themrequired
hospitalization for one week, subsequent to his rel ease.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The arrests of the four nmen appear to be part of a growi ng crackdown
carried out by the governnment of Bhutan over the past three weeks agai nst
peopl e suspected of being supporters of the UFD/DNC and of Rongthong Kunl ey
Dorji.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/ express/airmil letters in
Engli sh or your own | anguage:

- seeking assurances that Gyantsho, Sangay Phuntsho, Tandi n Wangchuk

Ki nzang Chophel and Sonam Tobgyel are not tortured or ill-treated while in
police custody;

- urging the authorities to grant the above-naned detai nees i medi ate
access to a jabm, famly nenbers, and nedical care as necessary;

- requesting informati on on the grounds of their detention and urging that,
unl ess they are to be pronptly charged with recogni zably crim nal offences,
they be i medi ately and unconditionally rel eased.
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In any appeal s concerning the named individuals please refer to the nanme of
the father of each man as this helps to clarify their identities.

APPEALS TO

Lyonpo Dago Tshering

M ni ster of Home Affairs

M nistry of Home Affairs

Royal Government of Bhutan

Tashi chho Dzong

Thi nphu, Bhut an

Tel egranms: Hone Affairs M nister, Thinphu, Bhutan
Sal utation: Dear M nister

Maj or Ki pchu Nangyal

Chi ef of the Special Branch

Royal Bhutan Police

Pol i ce Headquarters

Zhi I nen Nangyel |ing

Thi nphu, Bhut an

Tel egrams: Chief, Special Branch, Royal Bhutan Police, Thinphu, Bhutan
Sal utation: Dear Major Nangyal

and to diplomatic representatives of Bhutan accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 1 October 1997.



