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PEOPLE' S REPUBLI C OF CHI NA
Wang Junt ao Li u Xi aobo Zhou Yongj un Zhang M ng
Chen Zinmi ng Liu Suli Ren Wandi ng Zheng Xuguang

and ot hers

Several dozen prominent political detainees are expected to be tried soon
in Beijing for their role in |last year's pro-denocracy protests and may
face heavy prison sentences after unfair trials behind closed doors.
Ammesty International is concerned that they are arbitrarily detained for
t he peaceful exercise of fundamental human rights and that they are
unlikely to receive fair and open trials, in accordance with internationa
human rights standards.

Several of the detai nees were charged only a few days ago with
“counter-revolutionary" offences, after being held for over a year without
charge. Their relatives were officially notified of the charges and expect
themto go on trial very soon.

Anmong t he detai nees are Wang Juntao and Chen Zi m ng, two
intellectuals who were castigated |ast year in the official press as
"instigators" of the protests; Liu Xiaobo and Liu Suli, two university
| ecturers, and Zhou Yongjun, a student |eader at the University of
Politics and Law in Beijing. Ren Wandi ng, a hunman rights activist who was
charged earlier this year, is also said to be anbng those due to go on
trial shortly. He previously spent four years in prison for his activities
in the 1979 denocracy novenent.

Al'l have been charged with carrying out "counter-revol utionary
propaganda and agitation", which carries a mnimm sentence of 5 years
i mprisonment in the case of the "ringleaders"; and two of them - Wang
Juntao and Chen Zining - have additionally been charged with "plotting to
overthrow the governnent", a far nore serious charge which carries
penal ties ranging fromm nimum 10 years' inprisonment to death.

Trial proceedi ngs agai nst two student |eaders have already started in
Beijing, according to foreign press correspondents there. The two are
Zhang M ng, 25, fromBeijing's Q nghua University, and Zheng Xuguang, 21
fromBeijing's Aeronautics University. Both were on a governnent |ist of
21 "nost wanted" students issued in June |ast year. They were charged with
"counter-revolutionary" offences. Hearings of Zheng Xuguang's case are
said to have begun | ast week and proceedi ngs agai nst Zhang M ng started on
27 Novenber, but no verdicts have been announced.

According to sources in Beijing, prosecution also has started agai nst
33 political detainees held at Q ncheng prison, north of Beijing, including
the two students now being tried. Anong others who nmay soon face trial are
13 |l eaders of the Beijing Wirkers Autononous Federation who are being held
in various detention centres in Beijing, and several intellectuals who
until recently were detained without charge. They include Bao Zunxin, an
acadeni c who was recently reported to have attenpted to comrit suicide in
prison (see UA 414/90 of 12 COctober 1990 - ASA 17/62/90); Chen Xi aoping, a
| ecturer at the University of Politics and Law, student |eader Wang Dan



and Han Dongfang, |eader of the Beijing Wrkers Autononmous Federation who
was charged with "counter-revol utionary" offences in March this year.



Ammesty International is calling on the governnent to nake public the
identities of all people now facing trial in relation to the protests, ful
details of the charges agai nst them and the dates and places of the
hearings. It is also urging the governnent to ensure that the trials are
open to the public and conducted in accordance with international standards
for fair trial, and to allow international observers to the trials.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel exes/faxes/airmail letters:

- expressing concern at reports that Zhang M ng and Zheng Xuguang are
now being tried on "counter-revol utionary" charges, and that Wang Junt ao,
Chen Zimng, Liu Xiaobo, Liu Suli, Zhou Yongjun, Ren Wandi ng and severa
ot hers have been charged with sinilar offences;

- urging the governnent to nmake public the identities of all politica
det ai nees now facing trial, full details of the charges agai nst them
schedul ed trial dates and the courts which will be conducting the
proceedi ngs;

- urging the governnent to ensure that the trials are open to the public
and conducted in accordance with international standards for fair trial
and to allow international observers to attend the trials.

APPEALS TO

LI Peng Zongli (Premer)
Guowoyuan

Bei j i ngsh

Zhonghua Renm n Gongheguo

Peopl e' s Republic of China

Tel exes: 210070 FMPRC CN or 22478 MFERT CN

CAl Cheng Buzhang (Justice Mnister)
Si f abu

Sanl i he

Bei j i ngsh

Zhonghua Renm n Gongheguo

Peopl e' s Republic of China

Tel exes: 210070 FMPRC CN or 22478 MFERT CN

(Pl ease forward to Cai Cheng Buzhang)

LI U Fuzhi Ji anchazhang (Procurator Ceneral)
Zui gao Renmi n Ji anchayuan
Bei j i nghs

Zhonghua Renm n Gongheguo

Peopl e' s Republic of China

Tel exes: 210070 FMPRC CN or 22478 MFERT CN
(Pl ease forward to Liu Fuzhi Jianchazhang)
Faxes: + 86 1 512 1158

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of PRC in your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 31 January 1991






