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EXTRA 74/ 00 Death Penal ty/ executions feared 5 Sept enber 2000

JAPAN Up to 3 prisoners, nanes not given

Up to three prisoners are believed to be facing execution on or around 8
Sept enber. Executions in Japan are carried out in secret. The names of
t hose schedul ed for execution are never officially confirned.

In order to mnimse parliamentary and public criticism the governnent
usual Iy orders executions for sunmer and wi nter, when the Japanese
parliament (the Diet) is in recess, or during public holidays. The
parliament is in recess until the second half of Septenber. Executions were
carried out during this period | ast year

There have been no executions yet this year, and the Japanese governnent
coul d use these executions to show that they are tough on crinme. Prine

M ni ster Yoshiro Mori was reelected in June, but with a reduced majority.
To strengthen its position, the government wants to show that it is dealing
with the crinme problem particularly given the increase in crimes comitted
by juvenil es.

There is reason to believe that one of the three prisoners had his appea
for clemency rejected recently. Al three of the prisoners believed to be
faci ng executi on now have been on death row for nore than six years.

Menbers of Japan’s anti-death penalty novenent intend to picket the
detention centres in Tokyo and Nagoya where the three prisoners are held.

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

Executions, by hanging, are carried out arbitrarily and w thout informng
the prisoners’ famlies or lawers. |In Japan, the Mnister of Justice signs
t he execution order on Monday and the executions are carried out on the
Thursday or Friday of the sane week

As of 31 August 2000, there were 113 prisoners under sentence of death in
Japan.

Ammesty International opposes the death penalty as a violation of the right
tolife and the ultimate formof cruel and i nhuman puni shnent, and calls on
the governnent to cease all executions, to comute all outstandi ng death
sentences and to take steps towards abolishing the death penalty. There was
no significant opposition in Japan to the de facto noratoriumon executions
of 1989-1993.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/e-mails in English

Japanese or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that up to three people are facing i mm nent execution
one of whomis believed to be a prisoner over 70 years ol d;

- urging the Japanese government to end this arbitrary, secret and crue
ritual of executions by declaring an i mmedi ate noratoriumon all executions
pendi ng the abolition of the death penalty in Japanese | aw,

- calling on the Japanese governnment to ratify the Second Optional Protoco
to the International Covenant on Gvil and Political Rights, which leads to
the abolition of the death penalty.

APPEALS TO
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Prime Mnister
M MORI Yoshiro
Fax: + 81 3 3581 3883
e-mail: j pm@ant ei . go.jp
OR through this URL:
http://ww.iijnet.or.jp/soriful/kantei/foreign/coment. htnl
Sal utation: Dear Prinme Mnister

M ni ster of Justice
M YASUOKA Cki haru

Fax: + 81 3 3592 7008 OR 5511 7200 (via Public Information &
Forei gn Liaison Ofice)
e-mail: webmast er @moj . go. j p

Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPIES TO

Newspaper s

Asahi  Shi mbun
Fax: + 81 3 3545 0285/ 3593 0438

Yomi uri  Shi nbun
E-mail: gai hou@ okyo. yom uri.co.jp
Fax: + 81 3 3245 1277/3581 0434

Japan Ti nes
Fax: + 81 3 3453 5456

and to diplomatic representatives of Japan accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 3 Cctober 2000.



