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LAGCS: Thongsouk Sai sangkhi
Lat sam Khanphoui
Fang

+ possibly several others

According to foreign press and other reports, on 8 October 1990 Thongsouk

Sai sangkhi, a recently resigned assistant to the Mnister of Science and

Technol ogy; Latsanm Khanphoui, a former official of vice ministerial rank in the
State Pl anni ng Conmi ssion; Fang, the director of a department in the Mnistry of
Justice and possibly several others were detained for advocating the institution
in Laos of a nulti-party political system Those arrested were reportedly

i nvol ved with an unofficial "Social Denpbcrat Club", conprising sone 40 Laoti an
officials and intellectuals, who since April 1990 had been criticising the
country's one-party systemin a series of neetings and letters and were naking
pl ans to canpaign for a change to a nulti-party system

On 26 August 1990 Thongsouk reportedly submitted a letter of resignation to
Chai rman of Laos' Council of M nisters Kaysone Phonvi han, in which he described
Laos' political systemas a "conmmni st nonarchy" and a "dynasty of the Politburo”
and decl ared "Laos should change to a nmultiparty systemin order to bring
denocracy, freedom and prosperity to the people". He reportedly wote that he had
faithfully served the one-party reginme since its establishnent in 1975 with the
hope of bringing progress to the country and giving freedomto its people, but had
now concluded it had been "cheating the people".

On 12 January 1990 Latsanmi reportedly wote a letter criticising the
i mpl enent ati on of governnent policy, and this letter is believed to have been
circulated privately in Vientiane starting in June. He had previously been
arrested in early 1984, apparently in part because while an official in charge of
pl anni ng governnent agricultural projects he had criticised government decisions
both anmong Laotians and foreign di plomats and United Nations officials. He was
|l ater released and reportedly returned to governnent service for a period.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Laos has been governed exclusively by the Lao People's Revolutionary Party (LPRP)
since December 1975, since the overthrow of a coalition governnent that had been
formed in 1973 after a peace agreenent that ended al nbst 15 years of civil and
international war in the country. The LPRP was forned in 1955 by Laotian nenbers
of the Indochi nese Communi st Party, and at its last National Congress in 1986
proclainmed its fidelity to Marxi smLeninismand close alliance with Viet Nam |t
has ruled the country without a constitution since taking power, and el ections for
a national |egislature, the Supreme People's Assenbly, were not conducted unti
March 1989. No parties other than the LPRP were allowed to contest the el ections,
and all non-LPRP candi dates were vetted by it. Sixty-five of the 79 nenbers

el ected were LPRP menbers

I n August 1989 the LPRP Politburo appointed a Constitution Drafting
Committee, and in April 1990 the Politburo and the LPRP Secretariat approved a
draft which reiterated the party's exclusive role in its Introduction and first
article and descri bed Laos as "a popul ar denocratic state under the | eadership of
the LPRP". The draft was then disseninated so that it could be discussed first



anong party and governnent officials and then anong the public. The LPRP
Secretariat |later issued an instruction conplaining that "people in many mgjor
towns" had dwelled too much on discussing what the constitution had to say about
"the organi sational structure of the state apparatus”. In June LPRP Centra
Committee menmber and Constitution Drafting Conmittee standi ng nenber Chal eun

Yi apaoheu warned agai nst "the stagi ng of any denonstrations to demand a nulti -
party systeni and that anyone doing so would be arrested, if necessary w thout a
court warrant. He reportedly explained that no other political parties would be
al l oned "because our multi-ethnic Lao people have remained faithfully under the

| eadership of the LPRP", and is quoted as saying in July that: "The Party has
proved to the people in the past 35 years that it has been the only party that can
take care of thenl adding that "too many parties invite division". |In July
Sonmphavan | nthavong, a proni nent menmber of the Supreme People's Assenbly, declared
in response to an interview question about the possibility of introducing a nulti-
party systemin Laos that the country was in no position to "think about building
rockets to go to the nmoon" and warned that such systens were characterised by

"bl oody turmoil".

RECOMMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel exes/airmail letters:

- expressing concern at reports that Thongsouk Sai sangkhi, Latsanm Khanphoui and
ot her alleged nmenbers of the "Social Denocrat C ub" may have been detained for
exercising their rights to freedom of expression and assenbly by advocating
mul ti party denocracy at neetings and in letters;

- urging that unless they are going to be charged with recognizably crimna
of fences and pronptly and fairly tried, they be inmediately and unconditionally
rel eased.

APPEALS TO

HE Kaysone Phomvi han

Chai rman of the Council of Mnisters
O fice of the Council of Mnisters
Vi enti ane, Laos

HE Gen Khant ai Si phandone

Vi ce- Chai rman of the Council of Mnisters
and M nister of Defence

M ni stry of National Defence

Vi enti ane, Laos

HE Asang Laoly
M nister of the Interior
M nistry of the Interior
Vi enti ane, Laos

Tel exes to all of the above: 4317 M NAE LS; 4320 M NAE LS
COPI ES TO

HE Sali Vongkhansao

Vi ce Chairman of the Council of Mnisters and
M ni ster of Econony, Planning and Fi nance

M ni stry of Econony, Planning and Fi nance

Vi entiane, Laos



HE Souli Nant havong

M ni ster of Science and Technol ogy
M ni stry of Science and Technol ogy
Vi entiane, Laos

and to diplomatic representatives of Laos in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 Decenber 1990.



