PUBLI C Al I ndex: ASA 26/06/98
7 April 1998
Further information on UA 38/98 (ASA 26/01/98, 6 February 1998) and foll ow

ups (ASA 26/02/98, 16 February 1998) - Fear for safety / Possible prisoners
of consci ence

LAGCS Khun Sy (full name: Sy Yil atchay)
Bounl erth, health coordinator for Partners in Progress,
and son of Khun Sy
Chan, son of Khun Sy
Duangmanee (f), aged 20, daughter of Khun Sy
Khonmanee
Khet
Khanmsawang
Phengsy, health trainer
Khamr eng, farnmer
Kal j aruengsuk, farmer
Phakhanmphi m (f), (rel eased)
Vi enkham (f), (rel eased)
Phakhanmporn (f), (rel eased)

According to unofficial sources the 13 above-nanmed prisoners were brought
to trial on 25 March 1998. They have been held in i ncommuni cado detention
since their arrest at a Bible study neeting on 31 January.

Khun Sy, owner of the property where the Bible study neeting was taking

pl ace and | eader of the congregation, and his two sons Bounlerth and Chan,
together with other enployees of Partners in Progress: Khonmanee, Khet and
Phengsy were sentenced to three years inprisonnment. Khansawang and

Kal j aruengsuk were al so sentenced to three years. Khun Sy’s daughter
Duangmanee and Khammi eng were sentenced to two years’ inprisonnent, reduced
to one year.

Phakhanmphi m Vi enkham and Phakhanporn, who | ed m d-week Bi bl e study
cl asses, were each sentenced to one years’ inprisonnent, reduced to two
nont hs; they were subsequently rel eased on 30 March

Ammesty I nternational has not been able to obtain a copy of the |ega
charges agai nst those sentenced, but it is reported that they are accused
of having carried out activities in violation of Article 66 of the Lao
Crimnal Code. Article 66 allows inprisonment up to five years for anyone
who organi zes neetings "to create a disturbance which poses danger to
society...". The 10 prisoners still detained are appealing against their
sent ences.

The detai nees are part of a group of 44 people arrested at the Bible study
neeting held by the evangelical Churches of Christ. The others were

rel eased in February. The authorities apparently alleged that the rea
purpose of the neeting was not religious and that those attendi ng had
“wrongly slandered the Lao Government, attenpting to interfere in interna
affairs of Laos” and that the neeting “di sparaged other religions”,
contrary to the constitution.

Since the trial famlies are now reportedly being allowed access to the
prisoners.
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FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/ express/airmil letters
in English or French or in your own | anguage:

- wel coning the rel ease of Phakhanphim Vi enkham and Phakhanporn on 30
March 1998;

- expressing concern that 10 of the prisoners have been sentenced to prison
terms solely for exercising their rights to freedom of belief and worship
and calling for their i mediate and unconditional release;

- urging that, pending their release, all 10 prisoners are treated in
accordance with international mninmmstandards, with access to families,

| awyers and doctors

APPEALS TO

Khant ai Si phandone

Prime Mnister

O fice of the Prine Mnister

Vi enti ane

Laos

Tel egranms: Prinme Mnister, Vientiane, Laos
Sal utation: Your Excellency

Maj or General Asang Laol

M ni ster of Interior

M nistry of Interior

Vi enti ane

Laos

Tel egranms: Interior Mnister, Vientiane, Laos
Sal utation: Dear Major Ceneral

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Laos accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 May 1998.



