PUBLI C Al | ndex: ASA 28/30/98
16 October 1998

Further information on Extra 34/98 (ASA 28/13/98, 15 May 1998) and fol |l ow
up (ASA 28/15/98, 11 June 1998) - Fear of refoul enent

MALAYSI A Saf uan bi n Abdul | ah, al so known as Hasanuddi n bi n Yunus
Zul ki fli bin Hanafi ah
Khaidir bin Amn
Mukhtar bin Rasjid
Nasir bin Mibin
Tjut Mihi buddin bin Tjut Saridin
Fadli bin Ismai
Zainal Abidin bin Hasjem
Ali bin Abdullah
Hami d bin Ali, also known as Hasan Basri bin Basjah
Abubakar bin Ahnmad, al so known as Zakaria bin Harun
Munawar bi n Affan
M Isa bin Yusuf
Hanbal i bin Tgk. Piah, all Acehnese asyl um seekers

There are grave fears that the 14 above-nanmed asyl um seekers face i mi nent
refoul enent to Aceh province, Indonesia, where they may be at risk of
serious human rights abuses.

They are part of a group of 27 asylum seekers arrested by the Ml aysi an
authorities in April 1998. Ammesty International has just |earned that six
of the 27 were refoul ed on 9 Septenber and another seven on 7 Cctober. The
organi zation is currently seeking further information regarding their
situation.

The group of 27 were handed over to the Malaysian authorities after seeking
protection in the Swiss, French and Brunei diplomatic conpounds in the
capital, Kuala Lunmpur on 10 April. Since then they have been held

i ncommuni cado in Bukit Aman federal police headquarters in Kuala Lunpur.
They are reported to have been subjected to torture and beatings after
arrest and during interrogation.

Despite repeated requests to the Mal aysian authorities, the United Nations
Hi gh Conmi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR) continues to be denied access to the
above- named Acehnese detai nees. The UNHCR considers themto be in need of
protection as refugees on the grounds that their situation resenbles that

of another group of 14 Acehnese, who sought refuge in the US enbassy and

t he UNHCR conpound in Mal aysia on 10 April and 30 March respectively. These
14 are currently being resettled in third countries after having their
cases assessed by the UNHCR

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in English or in your own | anguage:

- urging the authorities to ensure that the 14 above-naned Acehnese asylum
seekers are not refouled to Indonesia, where they may be at risk of
suffering serious human rights abuses;

- urging that they are given full and i medi ate access to the UNHCR

- expressing dismay that Acehnese asyl um seekers have been refouled to

I ndonesi a after being denied the opportunity to have their asylum cl ai ns
assessed by UNHCR



- urging the authorities to allow the UNHCR and ot her independent observers
full and unhi ndered access to the detention centres for mgrants;

- urging the authorities to abide by their obligations under the principle
of non-refoul ement, and to ensure that no person is returned to a country
where they may be at risk of serious human rights violations;

- reminding the authorities of Malaysia's cormmitnent to the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights, notably Article 5. "No one shall be subjected
to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent".

APPEALS TO

Dato’ Seri Dr Mahathir bin Mhamad

Prime Mnister and M nister of Hone Affairs
Jal an Dat o' Onn

50502 Kual a Lunpur

Mal aysi a

Fax: +60 3 238 3784 or +60 3 298 4172

Dat 0’ Taj ol Rosli Chazal

Deputy M nister of Honme Affairs
Jal an Dato’ Onn

50502 Kual a Lunpur

Mal aysi a

Fax: +60 3 230 1051

COPI ES TO

Dat 0’ Abdul | ah Haji Ahmad Badawi
M ni ster of Foreign Affairs
Wsma Putra

Jalan Wsma Putra

50602 Kual a Lunpur

Mal aysi a

Fax: +60 3 242 4551

and to diplomatic representatives of Ml aysia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 13 Novenber 1998.

"No one shall be subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatnent".
Article 5, Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

Visit the Amesty International UDHR canpai gn website on http://ww. ammesty. excite.com



