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MALAYSI A Shaari Sungi p, President, Janmah |slah Ml aysia (JIM- an
I sl ami ¢ non-governmental organization), arrested on 13 Cctober
1998
Zulkifli Nordin, |awyer
Abdul Mal ek Hussein, nenber of United Mal ays Nati onal
Organi zation (UMNO, and forner president of opposition part
I sl am Se Mal aysia youth

Ammesty International is concerned that the above-naned, detained
i ncommuni cado at unknown | ocations, are at risk of ill-treatnent.

Al'l are detained under the Internal Security Act (ISA) -- an arbitrary and
draconian act allowing for the indefinite detention, w thout charge or
trial, or any person suspected of “threatening” national security.

There are fears that the arrest of Shaari Singip, whose non-governnenta
organi sation is a nenber of a recently fornmed popular coalition, the
Mal aysi an People’s Justice Mouwvenment (Gerak), which is calling for the
repeal of the | SA nmarks the beginning of a wi der governnment crackdown
agai nst those expressing dissenting views.

Amesty International considers the nen to be prisoners of conscience,
detained solely for their non-violent political activity, expression and
associ ati on.

Abdul Mal ek Hussein and Zul fikli Nordin were arrested on 25 and 29

Sept enber 1998 respectively, as the authorities also detained 13 other
political associates (since released) of fornmer deputy Prinme M nister Anwar
| br ahi m

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Anwar | brahi mwas hinself arrested under the | SA on 20 Septenber 1998
havi ng been disnm ssed fromhis posts on 2 Septenber and having | ead a fast-
growi ng novenent calling for political and social refornms. On 14 Cctober
the authorities announced that Anwar was no |onger held under the |ISA, but
was remanded in custody on 10 charges of sodony and corruption.

The I SA allows the police to detain without warrant, for an investigation period of
up to 60 days, any person suspected of threatening the national security or economc
life of Malaysia. The Mnister of Home Affairs nay subsequently, and without
reference to the courts, issue detention orders of up to two years, renewabl e

i ndefinitely.

In 1987, over 100 people, including promnent politicians, trade unionists, Chinese
educationalists, Islamc teachers and church and conmunity workers were arrested
under the | SA, accused of provoking racial and religious tensions. At |east 40 of
those given two-year detention orders were adopted by Amesty International as

pri soners of conscience.
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Despite repeated calls from donestic human rights groups to repeal the |ISA, the
government continues to assert that it is necessary in order to maintain stability i
Mal aysia’s nmulti-religious, multi-ethnic society.

For further information please refer to Al docunents Ml aysia: The arrest
of Anwar |brahimand his political associates - an external briefing (Al

I ndex ASA 28/27/98, 3 October 1998); and Mal aysi a: Convictions for sodony
followunfair trials (Al Index: ASA 28/28/98, 8 Cctober 1998).

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmai
letters in English or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the well-being of Shaari Sungip, Zulkifli Nordin
and Abdul Mal ek Hussein who have been hel d i ncommuni cado at unknown

| ocations since their arrests;

- requesting that they be granted i medi ate access to i ndependent | awyers,
nmedi cal personnel and nmenbers of their famlies;

- urging that they are not ill-treated while in detention

- calling for their i mediate and unconditional release as prisoners of
consci ence detained solely for their non-violent political activity,
expressi on and associ ation;

APPEALS TO

Prime Mnister and M ni ster of Hone Affairs

Dato’ Seri Dr Mahathir bin Mohamad

Prime Mnister and Mnister of Hone Affairs

Jal an Dat o' Onn

50502 Kual a Lunpur, Ml aysia

Tel egrams: Prine Mnister, Kuala Lunmpur, Ml aysia
Faxes: + 60 3 238 3784

Sal utation: Dear Prinme Mnister

COPI ES TO

Deputy Mnister of Hone Affairs
Dat o’ Taj ol Rosli Chazal

Deputy M nister of Honme Affairs
Jal an Dato’ Onn

50502 Kual a Lunpur, Ml aysia
Faxes: + 60 3 230 1051

and to diplomatic representatives of Ml aysia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 27 Novenber 1998.



