EXTERNAL Al I ndex: ASA 29/01/97
This is alimted action. Please restrict appeals to 20 per Section

UA 36/ 97 Fear of torture / Prisoner of Conscience 31 January 1997

REPUBLI C OF MALDI VES Mohanmed Shaheeb, journali st

Mohamed Shaheeb, a journalist witing for the newspaper Haveeru, was
arrested on 20 January 1997, reportedly in connection with a fictiona
short story he had witten, called "Kuda Golhi" ("the interrogation roonti),
about the treatment of a young worman detained in solitary confinement in a
police cell. It is believed that Mohaned Shaheeb is currently in

Dhooni dhoo detention centre. Amesty International considers himto be a
pri soner of conscience, held in contravention of his right to freedom of
expression, and is seriously concerned for his safety while in police

cust ody.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Journalists and witers have over the |ast few years been anong those
detai ned for expressing views considered to be critical of the governnent
of President Maunpbon Abdul Gayoom who has been in power since 1978.

Anot her freelance journalist, Mhamed Nasheed, was arrested in Novenber
1994 and charged apparently in connection with an article he had witten
about the 1994 general elections and the 1993 presidential elections,
published in a nmagazine in the Philippines. He was tried and sentenced in
April 1996 to two years’ inprisonnent, reduced to six nonths on appeal. He
was rel eased on 26 Decenber 1996 on conpl etion of his sentence. Ahaned
Shafeeq, a writer and historian, and Ali Mosa Didi, a witer and
politician, were arrested in April 1995 reportedly in connection with
articles and statenents they had made and were held for several nobnths in
detention without charge or trial. Amesty International considered that
Mohamed Nasheed, Ahaned Shafeeq and Ali Mosa Didi were prisoners of
consci ence (see UA 115/95, ASA 29/02/95, 25 May 1995 and updates).

Ammesty International has received several reports that while in detention
political and other prisoners have been subjected to torture or ill-
treatment and that confessions were nmade under duress. Before they are
brought to trial, political prisoners are either kept at Male’ police
headquarters or at Dhooni dhoo detention centre, which also cones under the
direct responsibility of the police. Several prisoners who have been held
at Dhooni dhoo have conplained of ill-treatment there during the period of
their interrogation. Sonme detai nees have been held for |ong periods w thout
charge or trial, either at Dhooni dhoo detention centre or under house
arrest, and sonetines in solitary confinenment.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern about the arrest of Mhaned Shaheeb on 20 January
1997;

- expressing concern that he is a prisoner of conscience held in
contravention of his right to freedom of expression, and calling for his

i medi ate and unconditional release;

- urging that he be treated hunanely and not subjected to torture or other
forms of cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnment or puni shnent.
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APPEALS TO

Presi dent Maunobon Abdul Gayoom

The President’s Ofice

Marine Drive (North)

Mal e’

Republ i ¢ of Ml dives

Fax: * 960 32 55 00

Tel egrams: President Gayoom Male, Ml dives
Sal ut ati on: Dear President

Lt Col onel Adam Zahir

O ficer in Charge, Police Headquarters

C/O Mnistry of Defence and National Security

Bandeyri ge

Ahnmed Magu

Mal e’

Republ i ¢ of Ml dives

Fax: * 960 325525

Tel egrams: Lt Col onel Zahir, Police Headquarters, Mle, Ml dives
Sal ut ati on: Dear Lt Col onel

COPI ES TO

Abdul | a Harneed

Speaker

Ofice of the Citizens’ Mjlis
Naadi , Ameer Ahned Magu

Mal e’

Republ i ¢ of Mal dives

and to diplomatic representatives, if any, of Republic of Mldives
accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 March 1997.



