EXTERNAL Al I ndex: ASA 29/01/98

14 January 1998

Further information on UA 367/97 (ASA 29/03/97, 25
Novenber 1997) - Denial of nedical treatnent /
Deteriorating health conditions

THE MALDI VES I smai |l Saadi g, busi nessnman

There is grave concern at the Ml divian
authorities continued stance on preventing |snai
Saadi q from seeking access to adequate and
necessary nedical facilities despite continuing
reports of his deteriorating health. He is
passing blood in his urine and suffering other
medi cal probl ens.

Amesty International has received a copy of a nmedical report witten
by two Mal di vi an doctors who have di agnosed |Isnail Saadi q as having:
"urolithiasis with haematuria controlled seizures non-A non-B hepatitis
with elevated liver enzynmes.”
The report recommends an investigation of the liver pathol ogy bi opsy and
CT/ MRl [specialized inmaging] evaluation. It is understood that it is not
possible for Ismail Saadiq to receive this treatnment in the Maldives. His
request to travel to Bangkok, where his wife and two children live, in
order to obtain nmedical attention has been deni ed.

I smail Saadiq has not received a trial, and the decision on whether or not
he should remain in detention is reportedly solely with the Maldivian
President. There is suspicion that his continued detention may be a neasure
to prevent him standing as, or canpaigning in favour of, an alternative
candi date during the forthconi ng presidential elections (due sometine this
year). His troubles with the authorities reportedly began after he
supported a candi date who contested the |ast presidential elections in 1993
and who was subsequently tried for “unconstitutional behaviour”.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/ express/airnail
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the deteriorating health of Ismail Saadiq;

- urging the Government of Maldives to allow himaccess to adequate and
necessary nedical facilities w thout delay;

- expressing concern that he has been detai ned or under house arrest
intermttently without trial for the last 18 nonths in contravention of

i nternational human rights standards, possibly for his peaceful opposition
to the governnent, which would nmake hima prisoner of conscience.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Maunobon Abdul Gayoom

The President’s Ofice

Marine Drive (North)

Mal e’

Republ i ¢ of Mal dives

Tel egrans: President Gayoom Male', Ml dives
Faxes: + 960 32 55 00

Sal ut ati on: Dear President



Mohamed Rasheed | brahim
Chi ef Justice
Hi gh Court of the Ml dives

Henveyru
Moonl i ght Hi gun
Mal e’

Republ i ¢ of Mal dives,

Tel egranms: Chief Justice, Male’, Mldives
Faxes: + 960 31 64 71

Sal utation: Dear Chief Justice

Pl ease al so send a letter to your own foreign nministry seeking their help
in raising your concern about Ismail Saadiqg with the Governnent of
Mal di ves.

COPI ES TO

Abdul | a Harneed

Speaker

Ofice of the Citizens’ Mjlis
Naad

Ameer Ahned Magu

Mal e’

Republ i ¢ of Mal dives

Faxes: + 960 32 41 04

Di pl omati c representatives of The Ml dives accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 February 1998.



