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15 June 1995

Further information on UA 115/95 (ASA 29/02/95, 25 May 1995) - Possible
pri soners of conscience /| Health concern

REPUBLI C OF MALDI VES Aharmed Shafeeq, aged 67, former civi
servant, witer
Ali Mosa Didi, witer and politician

The Director of the Mnistry of Information and Culture in the Maldives has
responded to Amesty International's concerns about the arrest and
detention of Ahaned Shafeeq and Ali Mosa Didi on 21 April 1995. The
reply, dated 14 June, states that: "The [above] two nmen have been taken
into police custody on charges of having contravened the | aw

I nvestigations into their case are underway". No further details were
provi ded on the reasons for their arrest and no information was given about
their current state of health.

Ammesty International renmmins concerned that Ahaned Shafeeq and Ali Moosa

Didi may be prisoners of conscience and is still concerned for their
health. Furthernore the two nmen have now been held in police custody for
| onger than 45 days. |In 1992, Amesty International was infornmed by the

O ficer in Charge of Police that 45 days is the maxinmum period all owed by
| aw for people to be detained in police custody.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/airmail letters in
English or in your own | anguage:

- acknow edging the reply fromthe Director of the Mnistry of Information
and Culture that Ahaned Shafeeq and Ali Moosa Didi were taken into police
custody on charges of "having contravened the |aw'

- expressing concern that the two nmen have been now been held in police
custody for |onger than 45 days which is, according to the Oficer in
Charge of Police who inforned Amesty International in 1992, the maxi num
length of time the law allows for people to be detained in police custody;
- reiterating concern about their health;

- calling for their i mediate and unconditional release, if they are not to
be charged with recognizably crim nal offences.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Maunmon Abdul Gayoom

The President's Ofice

Marine Drive (North)

Mal e’

Republ i ¢ of Mal dives

Faxes: * 960 32 55 00

Tel egrans: President Gayoom Male, Ml dives
Sal ut ati on: Dear President

Lt Col onel Adam Zahir
O ficer in Charge
Pol i ce Headquarters
Bandeyri ge
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Mal e’

Republ i ¢ of Ml dives

Tel egrams: Lt Col onel Zahir, Police Headquarters, Mle, Ml dives
Sal ut ati on: Dear Lt Col onel

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Dr Mohamed Munavvar

Att orney Ceneral

Attorney Ceneral's Departnent
Hur avee Bui | di ng

Ameer Ahned Magu

Mal e’

and to diplomatic representatives of REPUBLIC OF MALDI VES accredited to
your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International secretariat,
or your section office if sending appeals after 30 July 1995.



