PUBLI C Al I ndex: ASA 29/003/2001

UA 274/ 01 Fear of torture/fear for safety 26 Cct ober 2001

MALDI VES Mohaned Nasheed, MP for Mal €’

Menber of parlianment Mohanmed Nasheed was arrested on 8 Cctober, and
reportedly taken to Male’ police station. He has been hel d i nconmuni cado
since 14 Cctober, and Amesty International is concerned for his safety, as
detai nees are frequently tortured while held i ncommuni cado in police
custody. He has reportedly not been charged or allowed to see a | awer.

Mohanmed Nasheed is the nenber of parlianent for Male'. It is not clear why
he was arrested, but Amesty International fears that his arrest may have
been politically notivated. Amesty International wote to the governnent
seeking informati on about the reasons for his arrest on 12 Cctober, but has
recei ved no response to date.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Mohaned Nasheed was a signatory to a petition handed over to the M nister
of Home Affairs on 28 February 2001, requesting pernmission to set up a
political party, the Ml divian Denocratic Party. So far, such perm ssion
has not been granted. At |east one other parlianentarian was detained for
several days in July 2001, reportedly because of his leading role in the
formation of this party.

Mohaned Nasheed has beeen arrested several tinmes before for political
reasons. Amesty International adopted himas a prisoner of conscience in
April 1996 after he was sentenced to two years’ inprisonnent on charges in
connection with his activities as a freelance journalist.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Mhaned Nasheed, MP for Ml e’', appears to have
been arrested solely for exercising his right to freedom of expression

- calling upon the authorities to reveal where he is held and why he has
been arrested;

- urging the authorities that if he is not to be charged with a

recogni zably crimnal offence, he should be rel eased i medi ately and
uncondi tional ly;

- urging the authorities to allow himaccess to his fanmily and a | awyer of
hi s choosi ng.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Maunmoon Abdul Gayoom

The President’s Pal ace

Maaf annu Theemnuge

Mal e’ 2002

Republic of Ml dives

Tel egranms: President Gayoom Mal dives
Faxes: + 960 32 55 00

Sal utation: Dear President Gayoom

The Mal di ves Hi gh Commi ssi oner
25 Mel bour ne Avenue
Col onbo
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Sri Lanka
Fax: + 94 1 581 200
Sal ut ation: Dear H gh Conm ssioner

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of the Maldives accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 7 Decenber 2001



