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UA 55/91 Torture 14 February 1991

PAKI STAN: Rahil a Ti wana

Rahila Tiwana was reportedly arrested on 15 Decenber 1990. She is a nenber
of the People's Student Federation (Grls Wng) (PSF), which is affiliated
to the Pakistan People's Party (PPP). She was held at the Crimna

I nvestigation Agency (CIA) Centre in Karachi, together with her brother and
a friend, where she says she was tortured. 1In an interview published in
The News, a Pakistani newspaper, on 11 February 1991, she said: "'At the
ClA Centre Policenmen tortured ne and caused injuries to nmy hands and feet.
Now | amunable to wal k properly or carry any weight.... They strung nme up
by nmy hands at llpm and left me there for the next five hours till four in
the norning.'" She said she was starved for three days, and that police
threatened to torture her brother also if she did not give the statenent
they wanted. The police then allegedly Ilowered her to the floor after she
fell unconsci ous.

Rahi |l a Ti wana says that despite the alleged threats and torture, she
refused to give the police a statenent inplicating former Prine M nister
Benazir Bhutto, her husband Asif Ali Zardari and forner minister in the
Si nd governnment Manzoor Hussain Wassan in a nmurder case. Neverthel ess, she
continued, "The ClI A personnel forcibly got ny signatures on three blank
papers, after abusing nme badly and telling me that if | didn't sign the
papers they would secure them after drugging me, so | had no option."

According to the report, the torture was carried out by a sub-
i nspector of police and five other police officers after they had asked a
policewoman to | eave the room

Ammesty International understands that Rahila Tiwana has been charged
with two offences: possession of illegal weapons, and involvenent in
murder. The first case was reportedly registered by the police on 7
January 1991, nearly two weeks after she had been arrested. The second
case reportedly relates to an incident which occurred in 1987, and she had
apparently not been naned in the report of the incident registered by the
police at the tinme (the First Information Report).

Rahil a Tiwana was in hospital when she was interviewed, where she had
been sent under court orders to deterni ne whether she had been tortured.
Ammesty I nternational understands that she had been unwilling to speak out
about her experiences until recently. The organization has received
reports from several sources about her arrest and torture.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The PPP governnent under Prime M nister Benazir Bhutto was disnissed by
Presi dent Ghul am | shaqg Khan in August 1990. Followi ng elections in
October, the Islamc Denocratic Alliance (1 DA) cane to power in Novenber
under Prine M nister Nawaz Sharif. Shortly after the disnmi ssal of the PPP
government, investigations began into allegations of corruption agai nst
former mnisters. Forner Prime Mnister Benazir Bhutto and several former
m nisters were charged with corruption. The corruption trials - which are
taki ng place before a court which is enpowered to disqualify themfrom



public office but not to inprison them- have not yet been conpl et ed.
Benazir Bhutto's husband, Asif Ali Zardari, was arrested in Cctober and has
since been charged with several crimnal offences, including involvenent in
a ki dnappi ng case and conspiracy to nurder

During Decenber and January, the Sind provincial authorities were
all eged to have arrested hundreds of nenbers of the PPP and PSF under the
cover of a canpaign against crinme in the province. Political and crimna
vi ol ence continues at a high rate in Sind. O those arrested, sone are
rel eased unconditionally or on bail after being charged with a crimna
of fence. |In some cases, however, people have been charged wi th of fences
whi ch could not be substantiated, and then placed under 30 day detention
orders under the Mintenance of Public Oder Odinance. Sone of those
arrested recently have been charged with offences which were conm tted
several years ago, where no particular suspect had been naned in the
registration of the incident by the police at the tine.

There have been allegations that several people arrested in connection
wWith investigations into corruption and crinme in the province have been
tortured. |Indeed, in Decenber it was reported that five people had died in
the custody of the CIA in Karachi in the previous few weeks, apparently as
a result of torture. Until the recent report describing Rahila Tiwana's
torture, however, detailed informati on was not available to Amesty
International to substantiate this claim

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at the reported torture of Rahila Tiwana when she was
in the custody of the Criminal Investigation Agency (ClA), Karachi

- noting that there have al so been recent reports of prisoners having died
in custody following torture at the Cl A Karachi

- urging that the alleged torture of Rahila Tiwana be inmediately and
inmpartially investigated, and that those responsible be identified and
brought to justice;

- urging that, if it is found that Rahila Tiwana was indeed tortured by
police officers, she be given conpensation and nmedical rehabilitation

- urging the government to publicly condem the torture of prisoners, and
to take urgent steps to ensure that it does not continue.

APPEALS TO

Jam Sadi q Al

Chi ef M nister

O fice of the Chief Mnister
Sind Adni nistration

Karachi, Pakistan

Tel egrams: Chief Mnister, Karachi, Pakistan
Khawar Zaman

I nspector General of Police, Sind
O fice of the Inspector General of Police



Kar achi, Paki stan

Tel egrams: | nspector Ceneral Police, Karachi, Pakistan
COPI ES TO

M an Nawaz Shari f

Prime M nister

O fice of the Prime Mnister

| sl amabad

and to diplomatic representatives of Pakistan in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 March 1991



