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PHI LI PPI NES Al fredo Nardo (n), aged 40

Al fredo Nardo is schedul ed to be executed on 16 Cctober. |f the execution
goes ahead, it will be the first in the Philippines for over two years.

Al fredo Nardo was sentenced to death by the Regional Trial Court in Legasp
City for raping his daughter. His sentence was confirnmed by the Suprene
Court in March 2001. President Arroyo has the right to grant clenency but
the Secretary of Justice has reportedly said there was only a “slim chance”
that she would stop the execution from going ahead.

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases as a violation
of the right tolife and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatnment, as proclainmed in the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts. The death penalty is an inherently unjust and arbitrary punishment,
however heinous the crine for which it is inflicted. Studies have shown
that it is nore likely to be inposed on those who are poorer, |ess educated
and nore vul nerabl e than average. The death penalty is irrevocable, yet the
risk of error in applying it is inescapable. While Amesty Internationa
recogni zes the need to conbat violent crinme, there is no convincing

evi dence that the death penalty deters crime nore effectively than other
puni shnment s.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

A de facto nmoratorium has been in place since the fornmer President, Joseph
Estrada, announced a suspension of executions to mark the Christian Jubilee
year in 2000. When President Arroyo cane to power, she apparently stated
she woul d not support the death penalty being carried out. However, in
response to pressure fromanti-crine |obbyists, she | ater announced a
change of heart, saying that convicted ki dnappers woul d be executed.

According to the Free Legal Assistance Group (FLAG, a |leading organization
of human rights |awers, by June there were 1,007 prisoners, including 28
worren, on death row at the New Bilibid Prisons and the Correctiona
Institution for Wonmen. 20 prisoners, including Al fredo Nardo, whose
sentences have been confirmed by the Suprenme Court are at risk of execution
this year. Most were convicted of rape, while two were sentenced to death
for kidnapping for ransomand two for hom cide. No other execution dates
are known to have been set but there are fears that executions could resune
as early as August.

The death penalty was reintroduced in late 1993 for a wi de range of crines,
i ncludi ng rape, nurder, kidnapping, drugs offences, treason, piracy and

bri bery. Executions resumed in 1999 after a period of 23 years. Seven
peopl e were executed by lethal injection between 1999 and 2000. Anmesty

I nternational has grave concerns about serious failings in the Philippine
crimnal justice system The torture and ill-treatnment of crimnal suspects
in order to coerce confessions is commonplace, increasing the risk of

m scarriages of justice. Crimnal suspects are often denied access to

| awyers for prolonged periods and trials fall short of internationa
standards for fairness.
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There have been recent nmoves in Congress towards abolition of the death
penalty. In May, the House Comm ttees on Revision of Laws and Civil
Political and Human Ri ghts approved bills providing for abolition. The
Senate is currently considering a simlar bill

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English or your own | anguage:

- urging the President to grant clenmency to Al fredo Nardo;

- expressing unconditional opposition to the death penalty as a violation
of one of the nobst fundanental human rights - the right to life;

- expressing synmpathy for the victinms of rape but pointing out that the
deat h penalty has never been shown to have a unique deterrent effect, and
is brutalizing to all involved;

- expressing concern at serious defects in the Philippine crinminal justice
system including the use of torture, lack of access to | awers and unfair
trials, which increase the risk of executing the innocent;

- urging the President to grant clenmency to all other prisoners currently
awai ti ng execution, and to support current noves within Congress to abolish
the death penalty.

APPEALS TO. (Pl ease note that fax tones are sonetines difficult to obtain)

Presi dent G oria Macapagal - Arroyo
Mal acafiang Pal ace

J.P. Laurel St

San M guel 1005

Mani | a

Phi |'i ppi nes

Tel egranms: President Macapagal - Arroyo, Manila, Philippines
Fax: + 63 2 736 1010 / 832 3793

Sal utation: Dear President Macapagal - Arroyo
COPI ES TO

Secretary of Justice
Secretary Hernando Perez
Department of Justice

Padre Faura, Ermita, Mnila
Phi |'i ppi nes

Fax: +63 2 521 1614

and to diplomatic representatives of the Philippines accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 5 Septenber 2002.



