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EXTRA 181/99 | mm nent _execution 17 Decenber 1999

PHI LI PPI NES Al ex Bartol one, |abourer

Alex Bartolonme is due to be executed in early 2000. According to a report
in the Manila Tinmes his execution has been schedul ed for 4 January.

He was sentenced to death in 1995 for the rape of his daughter. The
sentence, inposed by the Cagayan de Oro Regional Trial Court, was |ater
confirmed by the Suprene Court.

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases, however

hei nous the crine for which it is inposed, as a violation of the right to
life and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or degradi ng
treatment, as proclainmed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The
death penalty is an inherently unjust and arbitrary punishment: studies
have shown that it is nmore likely to be inposed on poorer, |ess educated
and nore vul nerabl e defendants. The death penalty is irrevocable and there
is always the risk that it may be applied in error. Furthernore, there is
no convincing evidence that it deters crinme nore effectively than other
puni shnment s.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Well over 1,000 prisoners have been sentenced to death since the death
penalty was reintroduced in late 1993 for a wi de range of crines, including
rape, mnurder, kidnapping, drugs offences, treason, piracy and bribery.

In February 1999 the Philippines carried out its first execution in 23
years. Leo Echegaray, convicted of the rape of his step-daughter, was
executed by lethal injection, despite appeals on his behalf by the Catholic
Church, human rights groups and the international comunity. Since then
five others have been executed, including three nen who clained they were
tortured by the police and continued to nmaintain their innocence to the
end. Torture and ill-treatnent by the police to coerce confessions is
reported to be widespread and trials in capital cases often full short of
i nternational standards for fairness. The vast majority of those on death
row in the Philippines are poor and unable to afford the best possible

| awyer for their defence.

At least 37 prisoners have had their death sentences confirmed by the
Suprene Court, the majority of whom were sentenced for crimes involving
rape. Prisoners awaiting execution nmay subnit an appeal for clenency to
Presi dent Estrada. A “conscience committee”, created in Septenber and
headed by Executive Secretary Ronal do Zanora, considers each appeal for

cl emency and recommends to the President whether the condemmed pri soner
should live or die. The other nenbers of the committee are a Catholic

| eader, two psychol ogy professors and the chairwoman of a pro-death penalty
citizens’ group. On the advice of the “conscience committee” President
Estrada recently conmuted four death sentences but allowed the execution of
Pablito Andan to go ahead.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engli sh or your own | anguage:

- calling on Executive Secretary Ronal do Zanora and the nenbers of the
“consci ence conmittee” to urge President Estrada to grant clenency and
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commute to a nore humane alternative the death sentence passed on Al ex
Bart ol one;

- acknow edgi ng the seriousness of the crime of which he was convicted, but
poi nting out that the death penalty has never been shown to have a unique
deterrent effect, and is brutalizing to all involved;

- expressing unconditional opposition to the death penalty as a violation
of one of the nobst fundanental human rights - the right to life;

- urging the Philippines to establish a nmoratorium on executions, with a
view to abolishing the death penalty, in line with resolution 1998/8
adopted on 3 April 1998 by the UN Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts.

APPEALS TO (pl ease note that fax tones are sonetinmes difficult to obtain):

Executive Secretary Ronal do Zanora (head of the “conscience comittee”)
O fice of the Executive Secretary

2" Fl oor, New Executive Building, J.P. Laurel St,

San M guel 1005, Manila

Phi |'i ppi nes

Tel egranms: Executive Secretary Ronal do Zanmora, Mnila, Philippines
Faxes: + 63 2 736 1010

Sal utation: Dear Executive Secretary Zanora

Presi dent Joseph Estrada

Mal acafiang Pal ace

J.P. Laurel St

San M guel 1005

Mani | a

Phi |'i ppi nes

Tel egr Brresi dent Estrada, Mnila, Philippines
Faxes: + 63 2 832 3793 (via Dept of Foreign Affairs)
E- mai | srap@ps. gov. ph

Sal ut ation: Dear President Estrada

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of the Philippines accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 January 1999.



