EXTERNAL Al I ndex: 36/03/96

EXTRA 53/ 96 | mm nent Execution 15 April 1996

S| NGAPORE John Martin, aged 36, British nationa

Ammesty International has |learned that John Martin is due to be executed in
Si ngapore at dawn on Friday 19 April 1996. He was sentenced to death in
Noverber 1995 for the nurder of a South African tourist. John Martin has
deci ded not to appeal against the sentence or to submit a petition for

cl enency to the President.

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases as a violation
of the right tolife and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatnment, as proclainmed in the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts. The death penalty is inherently unjust and arbitrary, however

hei nous the crine for which it is provided. The risk of error in applying
the death penalty is inescapable, yet it is irrevocable. Although many
governnments argue that the death penalty deters violent crinmnals, the
overwhel mi ng conclusion fromstudies on the topic is that it has no
significant deterrent effect.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The death penalty was enployed in Singapore during the col onial period and
was retained after the country becane an i ndependent republic in August
1965. The President has discretionary powers to commute death sentences,
but clenency is rarely granted. Execution is by hanging.

Amesty International is aware of at |east 131 executions, the majority for
drug offences, since the beginning of 1994. This figure is disturbingly
hi gh given that Singapore is a small state with a popul ation estinated at
three mllion. According to Amesty International's records, nore than
hal f of the prisoners executed in recent years have been foreigners. The
organi zation fears that the true nunber of executions may be significantly
hi gher as many hangi ngs are not publicized.

In March 1996, Amesty International condemed the execution of five Tha
nationals for murder despite appeals from Thai non-governnenta

organi zations and Thai officials. It is not known how many prisoners are
currently on death row

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- urging the President to conmute the sentence passed on John Martin;

- expressing unconditional opposition to the death penalty as a violation
of the nost fundamental of human rights, the right to life;

- expressing deep concern at the high rate of executions in Singapore and
calling for all pending death sentences - however heinous the crinmes - to
be conmut ed;

- recognizing the need to conbat violent crinme and drug abuse, but

enphasi zing that the death penalty has no known deterrent effect and
appealing to the authorities to find a nore humane way of addressing the
probl em

APPEALS TO

The Presi dent




2

Hi s Excel |l ency Ong Teng Cheong

O fice of the President

| stana, Orchard Road

Republ i ¢ of Singapore 0922

Tel egrams: President Ong Teng Cheong, Singapore
Faxes: +65 738 4673

Sal utation: Your Excellency

COPI ES TO

The Prinme M nister

The Honour abl e Goh Chok Tong
O fice of the Prime Mnister
| stana Annexe, |stana
Republ i ¢ of Singapore 0923
Faxes: +65 732 4627

M nister of Law

Pr of essor Shanmugham Jayakunar
M nistry of Law

250 North Bridge Road

Raffles City Tower 21-00
Republ i ¢ of Singapore 0617
Faxes: +65 336 6165

M nister of Home Affairs
Wong Kan Seng

Phoeni x Par k

Tangl i n Road

Republ i ¢ of Singapore 1024

and to diplomatic representatives of SINGAPORE accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



