EXTERNAL Al I ndex: ASA 36/20/95

EXTRA 108/ 95 | mm nent execution 19 Septenber 1995

S| NGAPORE Azmi bin Tuki, gardener, aged about 24

Amesty International fears that Azm bin Tuki may be executed on 22
Sept enber 1995 foll owi ng President Ong Teng Cheong's recent rejection of
hi s appeal for clenency.

Azmi bin Tuki, a heroin addict who conmes froma poor ethnic Malay fanmly,
was arrested outside his honme in Decenber 1993 and di scovered to be
carrying 29.57 grans of heroin. He was convicted of drug-trafficking and
sentenced to death despite his claimthat the drugs were for his own and
his girlfriend s consunption.

At his appeal hearing in February 1995, Azm bin Tuki's defence maintai ned
that there was insufficient evidence to show that he was transporting the
drugs. However, according to a report in April in the Straits Tines, the
Appeal Court did not believe that all the drugs were for Azm bin Tuki's
own consunption and ruled that a person found to be physically carrying
drugs is deenmed to be "transporting" them The judge is also reported to
have said that if the purpose of carrying the drugs was to distribute them
to others, then this anpunted to trafficking under the |aw.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The death penalty was enployed in Singapore during the colonial period and
was retained after the country becane an i ndependent republic in August
1965. Anyone over the age of 18 who is found in possession of nore than 15
grans of heroin, 30 grans of norphine, 30 grans of cocaine or 500 grans of
cannabis is presunmed guilty of drug trafficking and is |liable to a

mandat ory deat h sent ence.

Ammesty International is aware of at |east 37 executions which have taken
pl ace since the beginning of 1995, the mpjority for drug-rel ated of fences.
However, the organization fears that the real figure may be much higher as
many executions are not publicized. According to the Mnistry of
Information, 76 people were executed in Singapore in 1994. The President
has di scretionary powers to commute death sentences, but clenmency is rarely
grant ed.

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases as a violation
of the right tolife and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatnment, as proclainmed in the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts. The organization is concerned that the death penalty is often

i mposed on those with fewer resources available for their defence, or whose
soci al status has nmade them vul nerable to unfair conviction. The risk of
error in applying the death penalty is inescapable, yet the penalty is

i rrevocabl e.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send faxes or telegrans either in English or in
your own | anguage:

- urging President Ong Teng Cheong to reconsider Azmi bin Tuki's case and
grant him clemency by commuting his death sentence;

- expressing Amesty International's opposition to the death penalty as the
ultimate form of cruel punishnment and a violation of the npost basic of
human rights - the right to life;



- urging that all existing and pendi ng death sentences be comut ed.
APPEALS TO

The President

Hi s Excel |l ency Ong Teng Cheong

O fice of the President

| stana, Orchard Road

Republ i ¢ of Singapore 0922

Tel egrams: President Ong Teng Cheong, Singapore
Faxes: +65 738 4673

Sal utation: Your Excellency

COPI ES TO

The Prinme M nister

The Honour abl e Goh Chok Tong
O fice of the Prime Mnister
| stana Annexe, |stana
Republ i ¢ of Singapore 0923
Faxes: +65 732 4627

M nister of Law

Pr of essor Shanmugham Jayakunar
M nistry of Law

250 North Bridge Road

Raffles City Tower 21-00
Republ i ¢ of Singapore 0617
Faxes: +65 336 6165

M nister of Home Affairs
Wong Kan Seng

Phoeni x Par k

Tangl i n Road

Republ i ¢ of Singapore 1024

and to diplomatic representatives of Singapore accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



