PUBLI C Al I ndex: ASA 37/06/99

UA 29/99 Fear of Torture/Fear of “Disappearance” 23 February 1999

SRl LANKA Si vam Ashokumar (20)
Arurmmugam Pakkiri (alias Jeya) (35)
Two ot her nen, names unknown

The nmen naned above are believed to be held prisoner by the People’s

Li beration Organi zation of Tam | Eelam (PLOTE), an arnmed Tam | group
fighting alongside the Sri Lankan security forces. Amesty Internationa
believes they are at risk of torture or “disappearance”

Si vam Ashokumar, a | abourer from Cheddi kul am Road, Sanbal t otam Vavuniya,
was wor ki ng by the roadsi de when PLOTE nenbers canme and took himaway in a
m ni bus, at around 11.30am on 24 January 1999. On 23 January, two PLOTE
menbers had reportedly conme to his honme to kill him but |eft when his

nei ghbours protected him The reasons for this attack are unknown. Shortly
after he was taken away, his relatives made inquires at the PLOTE canp in
Kurumankadu, but PLOTE | eaders apparently denied he was in their custody.

Arurmugam Pakkiri (alias Jeya), a carpenter, cane to Vavuniya from Mannar on
6 February. He was taken fromthe | odge where he had been staying at 9am on
7 February by nmenbers of PLOTE, who confiscated his identity card and those
of two other people who had travelled with him and then took all three nen
away. Later that day PLOTE nenbers brought Arunmugam Pakkiri (alias Jeya) to
the house of a relative in Ranbai kul am Vavuniya and said that he was being
taken into custody on suspicion of being a nenber of the LTTE. When his
relatives nmade initial inquires at the |Iocal PLOTE canp they were told that
Arurmugam Pakkiri (alias Jeya) was under investigation and could not be

rel eased.

Since then the relatives of both men have made inquires at PLOTE canps in
the area including Malar Mal agai, “Lucky House” and Kovil kul am PLOTE
menbers have denied that the nmen are in their custody.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

PLOTE i s one of several armed Tam | groups fighting al ongside the security
forces in the north and east of Sri Lanka, against the Liberation Tigers of
Tam | Eelam (LTTE) who advocate a separate Tami| State, “Eelani, in those
areas. Amesty International has repeatedly expressed concern that nenbers
of PLOTE are hol ding prisoners in unauthorized places of detention.

This has been an especially serious problemin Vavuni ya. Between 27 Cctober
and 21 Decenber 1998, Ammesty International received reports that PLOTE

t ook seven people into custody (see UA 320/98 (ASA 37/28/98) and foll ow
ups, ASA 37/02/99, ASA 37/03/99 and ASA 37/04/99). To date, four of these
peopl e remai n unaccounted for

The organi zati on has wel coned the introduction by the governnent of
nmeasures to safeguard the welfare of detainees. These include nmaking it an
of fence to keep a detainee in an unauthorized place; requiring that

detai nees be held only in official places of detention run by the security
forces; and requiring that each arrest nust be reported to the Human Ri ghts
Conmmi ssion of Sri Lanka (HRC) within 48 hours.

After several nmenbers of PLOTE and the Tami| Eel am Liberation Organization
(TELO), another arned group cooperating with the security forces, were
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killed in incidents in early February in the Vavuniya area, the arny
commander reportedly ordered nenbers of these armed groups not to carry
weapons. However, to Ammesty International’s know edge, no action has so
far been taken to fully enforce several of the safeguards, particularly
agai nst the use of unauthorized places of detention.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engli sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of the above-naned peopl e who have not
been seen since they were taken into custody by nmenbers of PLOTE in the
Vavuni ya area,;

- urging that the governnent provide i mediate information about their
wher eabout s;

- urging that those held in unauthorized places are transferred to regul ar
pl aces of detention or rel eased,;

- urging that those responsible for their “di sappearances” be brought to
justice.

APPEALS TO

Her Excel l ency President Chandri ka Bandar anai ke Kumarat unga
Presidential Residence

"Tenpl e Trees"

Col onbo 3, Sri Lanka

Tel egrams: President Kumaratunga, Col onbo, Sri Lanka
Faxes: + 94 1 33 37 03

Sal utation: Your Excellency

The Hon (General) Anuruddha Ratwatte

Deputy M nister of Defence

M ni stry of Defence

15/ 5 Bal adaksha Mawat ha

Col onbo 3, Sri Lanka

Tel egranms: Deputy Defence Mnister, Colonbo, Sri Lanka
Faxes: + 94 1 54 15 29 / 68 77 68

Sal utation: Dear M nister

R K Chandrananda de Silva

Secretary

M ni stry of Defence

No 15/5 Bal adaksha Mawat ha

Col onbo 3, Sri Lanka

Tel egranms: Secretary Defence Mnistry, Colonbo, Sri Lanka
Faxes: + 94 1 54 15 29

Sal utation: Dear Secretary

Lt-General Sri Lal Werasooriya

Arny Commander

Arny Headquarters

Fl agstaff Street

Col onbo 1, Sri Lanka

Tel egrams: Arny Commander, Col ombo, Sri Lanka
Sal utation: Dear Army Conmander

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Sri Lanka accredited to your
country.



PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 5 April 1999.



