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Si xty-ni ne people had been executed in Taiwan during 1990 as of 23
Sept enber, according to the China Post. This already exceeds the
al arm ng nunber of executions recorded during the previous year
(68), and continues the tendency towards increased use of the
death penalty in Taiwan. Prior to 1989, about 20 executions took
pl ace each year in Taiwan. Amesty International opposes the death
penalty which it considers to be a violation of the right to life
and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment, upheld in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.
The organi zati on has on many occasions called on the Governnent of
Tai wan to end executions and to take steps towards abolition of

t he death penalty.

On 26 Septenber 1990 the Judicial Yuan, the country's highest
judicial body, issued a statenment commenting on the 1990 Ammesty
| nternational Report. The Yuan argued that only about forty per
cent of countries in the world had abolished the death penalty and
that it had been shown that in nost instances public opinion was
not in favour of abolition. It concluded that discussion about
abolition was consequently
" academ c, inpracical and unrealistic". The Judicial Yuan
al so pointed out that the death penalty is required to conbat
serious crinme and that the courts inpose death sentences carefully
and only for very serious crinmes such as nurder, rape and ki dnap.

Amesty International is concerned about the increased use of
the death penalty in Taiwan. Detailed studies of the use of the
death penalty throughout the Wrld have shown that it does not
have the desired deterrent effect and this is borne out in Taiwan
where the reported incidents of serious crinme have continued to
rise despite the increased use of the death penalty. Amnesty
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| nternational al so considers that retention of the death penalty
shoul d not be dependent upon public opinion which is often ill-
i nformed about the arguenents in favour abolition.

Executions Carried out in Late Septenmber and October 1990

On 6 Cctober 1990 Tseng Fan-jui was executed at Taipei Prison. He
had been convicted of five robberies and a nurder carried out in
1988. His sentence had been upheld by the Supreme Court on 21
Sept enber 1990.

On 27 Septenber Huang Tien-yuan was executed at Taipei Prison. He
had been convicted of five rapes commited in |ate 1989 and his
sentence had been upheld by the Suprene Court on 15 Septenber
1990.

Sent ences Upheld by the Suprene Court

On 19 October 1990 the Supreme Court upheld the death sentences
i nposed on Hwang Wen-kui and Lin Wen-kui. Both nmen have been
convicted of rape and robbery carried out in 1989.

On 17 Novenber 1990 the Suprenme Court upheld the death sentence
i nposed on Twa Tsun- hsu who has been convicted of nurdering his
enpl oyer and his enployer's wfe.

On 17 Novenber 1990 the Suprene Court also upheld the death
sentence i nposed on Wang M ng- chuan who has been convicted of
ki dnap and rmurder.

New Deat h Sent ences

On 14 Septenber 1990 Lu Kyan-m n was sentenced to death by
Kaohsi ung District Court for the kidnap and nurder of a | ocal
busi nessman.

On 21 Septenber 1990 Kao Chi h-nan was sentenced to death for drugs
snmuggl i ng.

On 4 Cctober 1990 Yang Shuang-ku was sentenced to death at Taitung
District Court for nmurder and ki dnap.

On 25 October 1990 Hu Shui-chin was sentenced to death by Panchi ao
District Court for the rape and robbery of three wonen.

On 22 Novenber 1990 Huang Hung-yu (known as the "Black Ox") was
sentenced to death by Changhua District Court for six nurders.

On 27 October 1990 the death penalty was abolished as the
maxi mum sentence for corrupt governnment officials. This was one of
several revisions to the Statute for Punishnment of Corruption and
t he amendnent was made after several |egislators argued that the
death penalty was not necessarily the best deterrent against
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corruption. Ammesty International welconmes this nmove but remins
concerned about proposed revisions to the Crim nal Code which seek
to impose the death penalty as the maxi mum penalty for hijacking.
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